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MAMA’s Coffeehouse @ BUC
Presents ~ Josh White, Jr.

Sat., February 20
Josh White,
Jr. is carrying on
the tradition his
father started as
singer/ guitarist/
actor/ social
leader. At the age
of 4 he started
performing with
his father, and
hasn’t stopped
since, appearing
on stage,

television, making albums, and performing concerts.
Performance Magazine says of one performance: "The
theater was dark, and in the silence, the dramatic sound of
fingers snapping in the PA gave way to a powerful bluesy
voice center stage, singing: `I've Been Down So Long (that
the tears roll up my face)'. The follow spot slowly began
lighting up the center stage runway which jutted out into the
audience to reveal a lone, powerful, black man, bald with a
full beard, bringing us rapidly into his pained misery, tears
rolling down his cheeks. … There aren't many solo, acoustic
artists with the confidence, talent and professionalism of
Josh White, Jr."

Open Mic at 7:30 p.m.Show at 8:00. Admission $15,
$13 for seniors and age 16 and under. Refreshments
available. Call 248-569-0965 for more information.

Join us for Sunday Worship Services
9:30 and 11:15 a.m.

Plate Collection
The 2010 budget allocates 35% of the Sunday
morning offerings to go to charities
sponsored by Birmingham Unitarian Church
members. The other 65% goes to BUC's
internal needs because of this year's budget
shortfall, though we hope to return to the full
100% Charity allocation as soon as possible.
Meanwhile, thanks for your patience and
your generous donations.

Each sponsor fills out a Common Grant
Application, which can be found on our web
site under "Church Business" in the left hand
column. The next applications will be due by
April 1st.

For the next six weeks that portion of our
plate collection will go to Freedom House,
sponsored by Alexa Stanard. This is a
temporary home for survivors of persecution
from around the world who seek legal shelter
in the United States and Canada. Freedom
House's mission is to uphold a fundamental
American principle, one inscribed on the base
of the Statue of Liberty, providing safety for
those "yearning to breathe free."

Guided by their belief that all persons deserve
to live free from oppression and to be treated
with justice, compassion and dignity,
Freedom House’s goals are:

To offer a continuum of care and services to
persons living in their shelter, as well as other
refugees in need, and to advocate for systemic
change which more fully recognizes the rights
of refugees and asylum seekers.

Annis Pratt, Chair, Plate Collection
Committee
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Connections – Joys & Sorrows

 Mary Dunn is remembering the soul of Don
Jaqua who passed away on January 1st. Our
thoughts of comfort go out to Don’s family
and to Mary.

 Marie & Paul Miller are celebrating their
58th wedding anniversary. Congratulations!

 Jennifer Bostek shares her joy in her sister-
in-law’s long awaited tracheotomy. Miriam
suffers from a rare condition called
Bechette’s Disease. This procedure will help
immensely.

 Bob Liegl’s father is recovering well from hip
replacement surgery that was complicated
by his diabetes.

 BUC’s special collection for the Haitian relief
effort raised over $4,500. A special thanks to
those who were able to contribute.

 Kaye Rittinger underwent surgery at Henry
Ford Hospital on January 25th.

 Cyndi Peltonen’s mother-in-law is
recovering from a broken pelvis.

 Kate and Randy Safford are celebrating the
joy of becoming grandparents – again! We
welcome with them, Grant Thomas born
January 28, to Kate’s daughter Cassandra.

 Janet Patterson fell and injured her shoulder
and will be undergoing surgery the second
week of February.

 SAVE the DATE: BUC Carol Yamasaki is
hosting a Haitian benefit Concert and
Dance at BUC on Friday, February
26th, 8:00 p.m. Jim Bizer will be playing
with the Bill Meyer Group Dance Band.
Funk and more! Contact Carol Yamasaki:
248/628-3099 carolyamasaki@mac.com

Needs Network

BUC, through the Needs Network group, once
again participated in warming center efforts.  On
Sunday, January 24, a volunteer group
laundered 100+ loads of linen for one of the
Royal Oak nighttime warming centers.

Volunteers included: Carol Ann Arvan, Frank
Arvan, Ilene Beninson, Carol Bradshaw, Kathy
DuHame, Tom Griebe, Elizabeth Harris, Oz
Hazel, Tim Horning, Katie Krage, Margaret
Marsh, Stephen Marsh, Sheila McEntee, Elaine
Morse, Vickie Muir, Alison Rule, David Sabbagh,
and Jan Wheelock.

The warming centers are exceptionally grateful
for our assuming this activity after they have
exhausted themselves hosting the shelter

Adult Religious Education
Observance of Evolution Weekend 2010 will be
marked by a talk by Maurice Lefford titled
“Religion, Evolution, Democracy & Education.”
This topic arises from the Kitzmiller v. Dover
Area School District trial in Federal Court in
2005.  All are invited to attend at 12:45 PM on
Sunday, 14 February in the Commons.

Winter Sports Enthusiasts - Update

BUC’s 20th annual winter sports weekend (Jan.
22-24) was a fun filled weekend. Eleven BUCers
participated this year.  Over the last 20 years
more than 100 BUCers have taken part in this
event with many participating repeatedly. Our
next year’s event will be the fourth weekend in
January, 2011 (Jan. 21-23).  Won’t you consider
joining us for cross country skiing, snow
shoeing, relaxing in a hot tub, cocktailing,
swimming and wonderful dining adventures.

Abe Amir

Welcome New Members

New members, Robin and David LaRoy signed
the book on January 3rd.

Katie Krage and Andrew Sharpe signed the
membership book on January 24th.

Gene Brady signed the membership book on
January 31st.

Keep your eye out for their name tags and
welcome them personally! Mini-bios will be in
next month’s newsletter.
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In the Interim
Rev. Marcel Duhamel

I had an encounter at church this week that puzzles me some.  She said, “Hi.  My name is ----
.  “I’m a member here but we’ve never met.”  I don’t recall what I said to her but what I
thought was, “it’s halfway through January and I’ve been here since August.  That’s almost
six months.  If we haven’t met, in what way or ways are you a member?”

Some years ago this story was making the rounds of church newsletters:  In a smallish
country church, where one was conspicuous when absent, the minister could not help but
notice the absence of a local farmer.  She knew of no reason why he should absent himself
from Sunday services so one afternoon she drove out to the farm.  As she approached the

house, she saw that the door was ajar so she let herself in.  Farmer Jones was quietly sitting in front of the
hearth warming himself by the fire.  Without uttering a word, the minister took a chair and she sat by
farmer Jones’ side.  They sat in silence.  After a while, she took the tongs from the fireside tools and
removed a burning coal from the fire.  She placed it on the brick hearth away from the fire.  After a few
minutes, the coal turned black.  She picked it up barehanded because it was now relatively cool and she
replaced it among the other burning coals.  Soon, the coal glowed red again and burned merrily among the
other coals.  The minister pushed her chair away, rose and left without exchanging a single word with
farmer Jones.

He lived to be a very old man and never again missed church.

See you in church.

Amitiés,

Senior Minister Search Committee
In the last newsletter, we mentioned that we were a busy bunch.  In February, we now know what busy
really means!  We are narrowing the list of ministers to a final few.  Fortunately, we have many great
candidates that we are excited about.  The next frontier is the candidating weekends. The Search
Committee will spend a weekend with each potential senior minister, culminating in a guest sermon at
another UU church.  Because the candidates’ identities are kept confidential, only the Search Committee
can attend and listen to these services. Thank you for being so understanding about our need to keep
mum about certain aspects of the search.   Ministers who open themselves to our questions and scrutiny
trust us to keep any and all information confidential.

During each step, we have worked hard to look at each candidate through the eyes of the members of
BUC, not just our own.  When someone recently told us that they trusted our decisions, we felt honored.

Senior Minister Search Committee

Matt Chope and Marilyn Mast, Co-Chairs

Judy Amir, Gregg Bloomfield, Dick Halsted, Teresa Honnold, Kym Worth
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Alliance, February 17th –Prison Reform
The League of Women Voters is recognized for its relevant and very thorough studies of public issues. The
subject of the February 17 Alliance program is Prison Reform. The League of
Women Voters has been examining this topic in its comprehensive fashion for
the past year. Our speaker is Dorothy Conrad, who is long known for her
presentations for the League – as well as her personal involvement in local
politics, especially as a resident of Birmingham. This is an opportunity to
become better informed about this complex problem.

Check out their website at League of Women Voters.

Everyone is welcome to join us in the Pavilion for lunch at Noon, and/or program at 1:00 p.m. Bring your
own “Brown Bag” and Alliance will provide dessert and beverages.

Brochures of the Alliance programs are available in the pamphlet rack. On March 17th, Elson Spangler,
author of “An American Flyer in World War II,” will present an illustrated talk. You can click on this link
for a preview Veteran's History Project with audio interview.

On April 21 we will have a speaker from the DIA showing us someone 0f the works from the exhibition of
African Art which opens, April 11. For your 2010 calendar, also note that April 25th – May 1st is Rummage
Week, and our Alliance Annual Meeting is June 9, with a catered lunch. We hope to see you at these
events.

Personnel Committee
Could you be an asset to our church community by serving on this committee?

The BUC Board is reinstating the Personnel Committee. The committee has been inactive for a number of
years, and your Board of Trustees has decided that such a committee is valuable in reviewing, establishing
and implementing policies that will strengthen our organization.  BUC has a small group of employees
and a large group of volunteers. The mission of the personnel committee is to ensure that BUC personnel
and volunteer policy is based on our strategic plan, mission statement, covenant and our UU principles.
This will not be a supervisory committee, but rather a policy defining and consulting committee. The
board is looking for committee members who have a variety of experiences and knowledge: individuals
with employment law background, HR experience, knowledge of BUC’s institutional history, innovative
individuals with creative solutions who are willing to step out of the status quo, a current BUC employee
to act as an employee representative, and individuals with creative, calm, clear approach to conflict
resolution.

Please contact a Board member if you are interested in serving on the Personnel Committee.

Yours in service to BUC,

Carol Ann Arvan, Tom Cranston, Pauline Mengebier, Keith Ensroth, Julia Gragg, Walter Dean, Peggy
Woehrlen, Alex Adah, Boris Silberberg
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Musical Notes
Music in January featured our wonderful Chamber and Chalice Choirs, as well as Daragh
Dutka, improvisational violinist on the 10th, the quartet “Take Four,” comprised of Dan
and Sue Boyce with Mary Jo Larson and Jim Bizer, and the multi-faceted Dan Boyce
returning on January 31 to play French Horn, accompanied by Angelina Pashmakova.

February special music will feature Russell - Scott Project, piano, Soo Choe, piano, and
Walter and Lillian Dean along with Shari Morgan in a woodwind trio.

Calling All Singers! (especially Sopranos)

Top Ten Reasons to Sing in the Choir
10. Special reserved seating on Sunday!

9. See the faces of everyone in the congregation, not just the backs of their heads!

8. Free back rubs!

7. Hang out with some amazingly talented musicians!

6. Sometimes you get to leave service early!

5. There’s free food after every rehearsal!

4. You have a beautiful view of nature from the choir loft.

3. It’s fun and rewarding, AND you can improve your skills!

2. You can make new friends

1. Your BUC family needs you!

Start the new year off right - come sing in the choir!

Feedback
Please let us know how we’re doing. You can talk directly to any of us, or put your thoughts in the
suggestion box in the foyer.  Last month I buried in the middle of a paragraph the notion that some of us
are wondering how many people read the newsletter. So far I’ve not given away one kiss!  So if you read
this, please stop by the music desk for a kiss, Hershey’s that is. Please let the music staff know your
impressions, thoughts, and ideas on how we can make the music program at BUC even better!

Music Volunteers
We have so many talented musicians as part of our BUC family.  They have been very gracious with their
time and talent.  Please remember to tell them how much you appreciate them and their gifts to BUC.

Concerts and Programs by BUC Musicians
Lillian Dean and, Dan Boyce will be performing in"Capriccio", a Chamber Music Concert presented by
Woodward Corridor Musicians.

Sunday, February 7, 2010 3:00 pm at the Congregational Church of Birmingham, 100 Cranbrook Road,
Bloomfield Hills. Tickets $10 Donation Children K-12 admitted free. Your R.S.V.P is not required but
helps us plan the reception. Call Lillian: (248) 546-5818 or LFDean@aol.com

THE WOODWARD CORRIDOR MUSICIANS present chamber music concerts to the diverse
communities living in the Woodward Corridor, from downtown Detroit, through the connecting suburbs,
to Pontiac. The group's mission is to create a musical environment in which urban and suburban
communities will enjoy coming together. WoodwardCM.org
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Steve Dearing
Sunday March 7th at 3:00

University of Windsor, Assumption University Chapel, 400 Huron Church Road

The show will feature all 20th century music with lots of great guitar solos from Steve, a couple of exciting
flute/guitar pieces with Jaimie Wagner( flute faculty, U of W) and some songs with Abha.

Angelina Pashmakova
Sunday March 14, 4:30-6:30 in the Sanctuary at BUC

Mithra Foundation will host a fundraiser recital at the Birmingham Unitarian Church. The program will
feature chamber music for two violins and piano, performed by Ron Fisher, violin, DSO, Kyoko
Kashiwagi, violin, and Angelina Pashmakova, piano. Tickets: $20, $15 and $10. MITHRA is a recently
established charitable foundation for providing high quality education and exposure to fine arts for
underprivileged children in Bulgaria. In achievement of its mission, Mithra presents the Bulgaian cultural
heritage with lectures on art and history, exhibitions and concerts. More information at www.mithra-
international.org

Please send information on upcoming performances by BUC musicians to cyndi.peltonen@gmail.com by
the 3rd Sunday of the month.

Please mark your calendar for an exciting musical event that will take place March 21st at 3:00pm at the
UU Northwest Church. The choirs of eight UU churches, almost 100 singers, from all around us(southeast
Michigan and Ontario) will join together in song in a concert performance of choral songs of each
director's choosing, plus readings and hymn-singing. Many BUC-ers have gone to the previous three UU
Choir Festivals (we hosted the event a few years ago!) and each has been rewarding for singer and listener
alike. Hope to see you there.

~Abha Dearing, Choir Director

Children & Youth Religious Education
Eleanor McGuire, Director of Religious Education for Children

The February’s Death and Beyond rotation is part of a larger objective of sharing with our children how
our religion helps us through our life passages.  Death is an emotional and complex topic for children but

one that needs to be openly & gently discussed, especially in a safe and supportive place.  This rotation
introduces the idea of the legacy each person leaves behind.  It explores that those who have departed live
on in the memories and hearts of the living.  It continually refers to death as the “next place” we are all
going, wherever or whatever we believe that experience will be.  It asks:  “How do other religions view
death?” and “What practices do people have to help them feel connected to their dead or departed?”  It
explores four perspectives on death:

 Re-incarnation – What do some Buddhists and Hindus believe happens to a person when he/she
dies?  What does it mean “to join with the Universe?”  What does it mean “to live another life?”

 Heaven & Hell – What do some Christians, Muslims and Jews believe happens to a person after
he/she dies?  What is Judgment Day?  What do UUs believe about a person’s legacy?

 Ancestor Veneration – What is the significance of the Day of the Dead holiday?  Who is being
welcomed back?

 Cemeteries & BUC’s Memorial Glen – Why do so many people find spiritual connection at the site
where their loved ones are laid to rest?  How do significant objects or places help us feel close to those
who have died?  Why do some people find comfort in nature?
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Youth Classes
6th & 7th grade will learn about the B’Hai faith with an overview of the tenets and worship practices,
welcoming a visitor and synthesizing the knowledge with what they understand of UUism and other
neighboring faiths.  They will begin to learn about our American Methodist Episcopal neighbors at the
end of the month.

8th graders will spend time with the coming of age “ROPE” (Rite of Passage Experience) curriculum,
performing a service project, congregational interviews, and learning about BUC’s history in the month of
February.  They will end the month by exploring theological language and their own theological literacy
with “Theological Jeopardy!”

9th – 12th graders meet on Sunday morning to expand their knowledge of 20th century Spiritual Leaders
and a diverse range of Morals and Ethics espoused by these leaders.  The month will draw to a close with
an examination of our UU Congregational Leaders and work on Youth Sunday.

YOUTH SUNDAY is a full worship service prepared and presented by the Youth of Birmingham Unitarian
Church.  The 9th – 12th graders take a leading role in the service, and welcome musical or artistic
offerings from 6th – 8th grade youth to incorporate into service.  This is an inspiring and worth-ship-full
Sunday experience for Youth and Adults.  Please mark your calendars to make sure you are in church for
First (9:30a) or Second (11:15a) service SUNDAY MARCH 14!

ON SUNDAY MARCH 14, the ROPE youth will host a PANCAKE BREAKFAST at 10:30 – 11:00a (limited
number of seats available: reservation only), or 12:30-1:30p (no reservations necessary). Cost $5.  Tickets
will be available in advance in February.

Youth Groups
6th and 7th grade UFO (Unitarian Friendship Organization):
 Events 2009-2010 -- organizers in parenthesis: Rock Climbing (fitzner); Gleaners (Wendell);

Detroit Bike Shop (Askari); Lazer tag (Arnold); Ropes Course (Ross); Sharing Dinner
(Crawford); Mini golf (?); Water Park (?); Book club (Crawford); Relay For Life (fitzner);
Greening of Detroit (Fordree); Penny War (UFO). Stay tuned for times for these events.  As the
organizers set them up, the whole of UFO will be informed!

 Archery event: February  7. After Second Service Pizza with Archery at Detroit Archers, West
Bloomfield, at 1:30..

The Eighth Grade Youth Group: ROPE (Rite of Passage Experience):
 Fundraisers for ROPE occur in the Social Hall (Thanks for your support, the group needs to raise

$11,000 to fund the Boston UU Heritage trip).Fair Trade Coffee Sales

High School: GUUSH (Great Unitarian Universalist Senior Highers):
 Meetings 6:30p Sunday nights, Red Door – for all 9th – 12th grade youth, every Sunday

 Social Justice Con at BUC March 5-7

Sock-Hop sock-raising event Feb 6that UU Farmington Potluck 6:00, Dance begins at 7:00  register at
uucftapestry@gmail.com
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Social Justice and Outreach

The next meeting of the combined Social Justice and Green Sanctuary committees will be
Sunday, February 14, following the second service in the Large Conference Room. The agenda
includes reactions to articles and interviews with various Oakland County leaders. Everyone
welcome. ~ Lucille McNaughton, Chair of Social Justice Committee.

Wrongful Imprisonment

A Forum to Raise Awareness and Take Action!

Sunday March 21 in the BUC Social Hall, 2 – 4 pm

People who have been exonerated of a crime they did not commit face unique challenges in putting
their lives back together upon their release. Legislation has recently been introduced in the Michigan
House to provide some compensation for years spent wrongfully imprisoned.

Speakers from the Innocence Project and the office of State Rep. Jon Switalski, sponsor of HR 4790,
will help us understand the impact on the individual and society, and efforts in Michigan and
elsewhere in the U.S. to redress the injustice

Questions and Comments:

Randy Block (MUUSJN): randyblock@yahoo.com

Pat Hammer:  248.644.6568 patriciajhammer@gmail.com

Sponsored by: BUC Social Justice Committee and Michigan UU Social Justice Network (MUUSJN)
in association with Just Justice
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Professional Home
Health Aide

15 years’ experience ~ References
available. Full-time, part-time, or

single visit service.

Contact: Ken Kauffman at

1-248-914-1122



BUC’s Calendar February 1 – 28th, 2010
Wednesday 3 7:30-9 Adult Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Thursday 4 11 Pat Edie Art Installed
Friday 5 6-8 Vespers and Vittles – Intergenerational Game Night – Social Hall

Saturday 6 6-9 UU Farmington Tapestry Sponsored Sock Hop, Farmington Hills
Sunday 7 9:30-11:15 Worship Services – Sanctuary

Wednesday 10 7:30-9 Adult Choir Rehearsal – Sanctuary
Friday 12 8 V- Monologues – Sanctuary

Saturday 13 9-4 Menu for the Future Workshop – Green Sanctuary – Social Hall
5 February Sharing Dinner - location: Social Hall – Carol Winslow
8 V-Monologues – Sanctuary

Sunday 14 9:30 & 11:15 Worship Services – Sanctuary
10:30 & 12:30 Town Hall Meetings – Pavilion

12:45 Adult RE – Maurice Lefford “Religion, Evolution, Democracy &
Education” – the Commons

Wednesday 17 10:30 “The Sacred and Profane” Adult RE Class – Large Conference Rm.
12:00 Alliance Brown Bag Lunch in the Pavilion

1:00 Alliance Program on Prison Reform
7:30-9 Adult Choir Rehearsal – Sanctuary

Saturday 20 9-4 Tentative – Menu for the Future make up class
7:15 MAMA’s Coffee House – Open Mic

8:00 MAMA’s Coffee House presents –Josh White, Jr.
Sunday 21 Newsletter Deadline – all submissions due by midnight

9:30 & 11:15 Worship Services – Sanctuary
Wednesday 24 7:30-9 Adult Choir Rehearsal – Sanctuary

Thursday 25 7-9 Board of Trustees Meeting – Large Conference Room
Friday 26 8 Haitian Relief Benefit Concert and Dance – Sanctuary &Social Hall

Saturday 27 9-4 Tentative makeup date for Menu for the future
Sunday 28 9:30 & 11:15 Worship Services – Sanctuary – Membership book open for signing




