
 

 

Upcoming Dates 

Sunday Services -- Forgiveness  
Contemplative 9:30 ~ Celebratory 11:15 

~Forgiveness November can usher in a season of increased time among families and friends, with the 
Thanksgiving holiday, gray skies and colder temperatures encouraging us to be inside, be around 
others, to gather more often.  So the theme of our November services is forgiveness, a necessary 
process if relationships are to remain healthy and growing in love and connection.  All spiritual 
traditions teach forgiveness, but not all teachings about forgiveness work equally well for all of 
us—and some traditional teaching can be misleading.  Our services explore these teachings and 
consider what it means to seek forgiveness, to forgive another, and how we might live into 
forgiveness over time when the hurt we have experienced seems to make forgiveness impossible. 
To enhance engagement with the theme beyond Sunday services, the Worship Team has 
prepared a book of daily quotes and reflection questions on the topic of forgiveness; copies may 
be obtained from the Welcome Table outside the Sanctuary. 

November 3 – “Sorry”:  Apologizing for a simple slight or for a 
major transgression is no easy matter, and is never guaranteed 
to result in the easing of a burdened conscience.  Kathy and 
Worship Associate Paul Vachon look at the ways we seek 
forgiveness from others to determine what is needed for 
everyone to move past an experience of wounding, whether 
simple or complex.  The Chalice Choir will sing at both 
services and BUC House Band, Sound 
Messengers will play at the 11:15 service. 

November 10 – Gini Courter guest speaker, Camille Harris WA.  Music provided by Steve 
Schneider on the hammered dulcimer and piano. 

November 17 – “Forgive Them for They Know Not What They Do”:  Our culture presently 
encourages us to respond to those seeking forgiveness from us or offering an apology for some 
hurt with the casual dismissal, “no problem.”  But what if the hurt truly was a problem, caused 
harm to us that we cannot simply wave away?  Kathy and WA Peggy Woerhlen ponder the 
difficult challenge of letting go of pain caused us by another, as well as the pain we cause 
ourselves when we fail.  The Chalice Choir will sing at both services and BUC House Band, 
Sound Messengers will perform at the celebratory service. 

November 24 – “Forgiveness Begins at Home (or Not)”:  Few experiences challenge us more 
deeply and more consistently than learning to forgive the people we live with.  Families can 
develop well-entrenched patterns that are difficult, even harmful, and continue over time.  In 
this service preparing for Thanksgiving, a primary family holiday, Kathy and WA Gregg 
Bloomfield wrestle with the paradox of being hurt most by those we most love, and where 
forgiveness can be found within a family.  

 Thanksgiving 
Holiday Potluck 
Dinner @ BUC 
November 28th  

Unsure about what to do for 
Thanksgiving? Too busy to plan 
something or prepare for a whole 
gathering? Don’t feel like having 
people over this year or traveling 
long distances? Come join us for a 
pleasant potluck dinner at BUC 
on Turkey Day. Sign up at church 
after service between the 10th and 
24th or contact Carol Winslow, 
coordinator at cwin@att.net 

Nov. 3: StewardShip  
             Pledges Due 

N O V E M B E R   N E W S L E T T E R   2 0 1 3  

Our mission is to create a 
free and welcoming 

religious community that 
encourages lives of 
integrity, service, 
learning and joy. 

Don’t forget the “Fall Back” time change on Nov. 2 -- midnight.  

Nov. 3-10: SOS @ BUC 

Nov. 24: Music &  
       Worship Town Hall 

Nov. 15th: 7:30 p.m.  
           SoundBites –  
       Scott Gwinnell Trio 
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Connections: Joys & Sorrows 
To submit Joys and Sorrows for upcoming newsletters, please submit on our 
website newsletter submission form or write in the Joys and Sorrows book on 
Sunday morning.  

Kathy Hurt’s father, Charles Hurt, passed away on October 1, in Texas.  

Karen Kirwan is recovering well from back surgery at Heartland having been 
discharged from rehab– she is walking without pain for the fist time in seven 
years! 

Helen Corrigan’s brother died on October 12, at his home in Romeo, 
Michigan. 

Dick Wiseman had his gall bladder removed. He experienced some infectious 
complications, but is on the road to recovery. 

Ann Dunn is happy to be home after seven weeks of treatment for Lyme 
disease. 

Soo Choe was in two car accidents in one week in October. Both cars were 
totaled. She is glad she is alive and that no one else was injured. 

Cheryl & Jim Shettel joyfully announce the birth of their first grandchild, 
Tierney Mary Shettel, daughter of Paul & Nora. Baby Tierney made her debut 
on October 18th. 

Long time member Eve Boicourt, died the second week in October. Her 
Memorial Service will be held in the Belmont Club House of Fox Run Village 
on November 3, at 2:00 p.m. 

Grace Rising had knee surgery the second week in October and is undergoing 
rehab.  

Stuart and Pamela McAlpin celebrated their 25th Wedding anniversary with a trip 
to New York City. Now they say they’re, “Going for the Gold!” 

Lynn Bell’s mother, Nell Jones, passed away gently on October 23, after years of decline from Alzheimer’s. Nell is admired for her 
helpful, caring and cheerful spirit. Her family takes meaning and joy from her life well lived. 

We are sad to report that longtime BUC member, Shirley Schlorff, died recently.  Shirley and her husband Bob were among the 
earliest members of the BUC Choir, which formed in 1955.  When the church went to double services, Shirley was hired as 
soprano soloist, alternating with the choir, and used great creativity to find music to relate to Bob Marshall's widely varied 
sermons.  She retired from that position in June, 1980.  The Schlorffs moved to the Port Austin area after Bob retired from Wayne 
State then moving to Salt Lake City, to be near their daughter Jolie.  Condolences may be sent to Jolie Bevers, 52 Kingdon Lane, 
North Salt Lake UT, (she'll get them to Bob).   

On October 19, Erika Hansinger and Kevin Van Houten celebrated their 21st wedding anniversary. Congratulations! 

Knitting Group Members Margot LeRoy, Nanette Magner, Martha Pfaff, Andie Stewart and Rola Briod knit 15 shawls to give to 
the women who are seeking political refuge at Freedom House in Detroit. 

Kip Coates, husband of Joanne and father of Gary and Steve, died Wednesday evening, October 30, following complications from 
a longstanding illness. A memorial service for Kim will be held at Northwest UU Church in Southfield, where the Coates were 
also members for a time, on Sunday, November 10, at 2:00 p.m. with Kathy Hurt officiating. 

BUC Knitting Group 

Kathy & the Co-Captains – BUC StewardShip full speed ahead!  

Grandma Shettel with baby 
Tierney 
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Getting Involved: SOS,  
Town Hall, and Film Buffs  

Sunday, November 3-10: SOS at BUC 

There is always last minute assistance needed, either as a 
driver, overnight host, or food provider. If you are able to 
give of your time to help with all the tasks it requires to 
house the South Oakland Shelter at our church, please 
contact Paul Plante at 734-464-1577 or offer your services by 
email at pplante@twmi.rr.com  

Tuesday, November 12: Grief Group 

An open grief group meets the second Tuesday of each  
month in the Small Conference Room (left of the main 
entrance in the Religious Ed hallway). Whether you have had 
a recent loss or one from some time ago – you are welcome in 
this group. Dropping in for one meeting, or coming every 
month is fine. 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.If you have questions, contact 
Grace Rising gbrising@wowway.com 248-250-6500 

Sunday, November 24: Town Hall Meeting – 
Music & Worship 

Your Board of Trustees invites you to attend the Town Hall to 
discuss the capital needs of the Music & Worship programs. This 
is part of our upcoming capital campaign and YOUR input is 
critical. The Capital Development and Prioritization Committee 
will use your comments and critiques to develop and prioritize the 
list of projects that will make BUC more effective, efficient and 
appealing to current and future members. Please don’t miss these 
forums that will shape the aims of the capital campaign and the 
future of BUC.  

Take note of the Social Justice Town Hall coming up on December 
15. The Capital Development and Prioritization Committee will 
craft a proposal to present to the Board of Trustees that will try to 
encompass the wishes of the church community while staying true 
to our professed ideals and mission. In January the congregation 
will meet to vote on the proposal. 

Film Buffs: Friday, November 29 
Join us in the Commons at 7:00 p.m. – Snacks provided  

"Marjane Satrapi’s spectacularly engaging graphic novels about her family life as a rebellious young 
woman in and out of Iran, both before and after the Ayatollah Khomeni’s rule, have caused a 
worldwide sensation. Now Satrapi and co-writer/director Vincent Parronaud have adapted these 
beloved books into a magical, daringly honest cinematic experience, which also happens to be the 
most innovative animated film of the year. The enchanting visual style perfectly matches the 
irrepressible spirit of the young Marjane, who as a teenager rebels at the restrictions of Khomeni’s 
theocracy while also wrestling with adolescence, American pop culture, sexual awakening and first 
love, ultimately embarking on a search for her true place in the world. Chiara Mastroianni and her 
real-life mother, Catherine Deneuve, provide the eloquent voices of Marjane and her mother. 
Bittersweet, surprisingly funny and altogether enthralling, 'Persepolis' was France’s submission for Best Foreign Language Film for 
the 2008 Academy Awards®. In French with English subtitles." - The Detroit Film Theatre Program Guide Winter/Spring 2008  

For more information contact Larry at LJWisniew@yahoo.com or 248/569-0965 

 

September 28 Auction Serbian Feast offered by Jim 
Lewis, Neb Duric & Marsha Mahood 

Day of the Dead Celebration, October 27 ! 

Laura Kubit, Paul Plante, Pat Hammer & Sara Constantokis 
prepare for SOS  
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Getting Involved Continued: MAMA’s Coffeehouse, 
Opera Live in HD, Getting to Know UU, SoundBites,  

SCRIP and Poinsettias  
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Reflections 
the Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt 

One strategy often recommended for 
writers, and offered in writing 
workshops, is the use of a prompt, an 
often innocuous image or phrase which 
the writer is instructed to make the 
jumping off point for a page or so of 
unedited writing.  By using a prompt 
and by pressing oneself to simply put 
words down on paper quickly and 

without censoring, a writer can then get past habitual blocks into 
richer experience, more authentic words. 

I wonder if we might benefit from a similar strategy in our 
spiritual lives by drawing upon spiritual prompts, much as writers 
use writing prompts.  That is, rather than always resorting to well-
defined avenues of spirituality such as prayer or meditation, the 
study of sacred texts, or attending church, perhaps letting 
unconventional, even ordinary, elements of experience be a 
jumping off point for deeper reflection could introduce us to new 
spiritual dimensions in our lives.  For instance, many persons find 
beautiful settings in nature ready access to spiritual experience, 
such as the autumn vistas presently unfolding around us, oceans 
and mountains, a starry sky.  But what about the less scenic but 
ever present scenes nature offers us daily?  In the movie American 
Beauty, the image of a plastic grocery bag being blown gently back 
and forth provided one character a profound experience of 
meaning and beauty.  Is it possible to see on an average street 
corner, in an ordinary front yard, a flat cloudy sky, a bare tree 
limb, a jumping off point for spiritual reflection as profound as 
the undeniably lovely scenes we treasure and travel to find? 

Or spiritual prompts may come our way not only from wise 
teachers and sacred texts but equally from annoying neighbors, a 
newscast or newspaper, words and people we see every day and, as 
a result, may have lost any awareness of the potential they have for 
revelation.  Spiritual seekers undertake pilgrimages to sacred 
places in order to gain insight—but could a typical set of Saturday 
errands provide access to insight as well? 

Walt Whitman noted that all around us are “letters from God, 
dropped in the street.”  May we learn to see those letters not only 
in the places we expect them but in the unexpected places as well, 
finding spiritual prompts that lift us past our customary 
restrictions into a new sense of freedom and possibility. 

In faith, hope, and love,  

Kathy 

At the meeting of the BUC Board of Trustees, we reviewed 
different aspects of Church business and life, including: 

• The projected budget deficit for FY2013 had earlier been 
estimated to be as high at $110,000. Through cuts made by 
staff through the year, the end-of-year deficit is now 
estimated at $55,000. Our cash reserve is $18,000 It's 
important to note that these numbers were approved by the 
Board of Trustees to allow expansion of the program, 
including more staff hours and development of a house 
band to allow an expanded palette of worship styles. If the 
congregation wishes to continue this expanded program, 
support must be reflected in pledges and contributions. 

• Pam McAlpin is now the staff leader for both Fellowship 
and Membership. 

• The Campus Development and Prioritization Committee 
(CDPC), headed by Dick Cantley, has completed the 
temporary repair of the parking lot. WadeTrim civil 
engineering has been contracted to make a site survey, 
critical to the planning process of the CDPC. The CDPC 
will shortly be developing a Program Needs Narrative that 
can be used by architect/designers to develop plans for 
campus development. This is based on the Town Halls. If 
you want to play a role in shaping this discussion, get 
involved! 

• Jim Dean, who does regular maintenance at BUC, 
discovered that the underground pipe which carries 
drainage from the roof to the pond had been crushed, 
probably by trucks on the lawn. The roof drainage had been 
discharging into the area on the north side of the addition, 
probably contributing to the basement flooding. 

• The generosity of longtime BUC member Ernest 'Ernie' 
Hodas, who died earlier this year, and his wife Shirley was 
recalled: In 1989, when BUC’s piano could no longer be 
repaired, the church began a campaign to fund its 
replacement. Pledges allowed the purchase of a decent 
piano, but not a Steinway. The Hodas family learned that 
the price of a new Steinway would be $35,000 and said: 
'We'll pay for it!' The piano we (and pianists who rent our 
sanctuary) enjoy every Sunday is the fruit of their generosity 
and the money collected as part of the campaign became 
the seeds of the Music Endowment. 

• The Volunteer of the Month for November is Sylvia 
Whitmer. 

BUC Board of Trustees - Update 
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Read, Think, Listen, Discuss, Meditate @ BUC 

We continue our discussions on the book, "The Better Angels 
of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined" by Steven Pinker 
on Nov. 10th (Chapter 7) and 17th (Chapter 8). Is there 
something divine and sacred in everyone (empathy?) that has 
led to a less violent world? 

We will meet in the large conference room from 9:30 to 11:00 
a.m. Everyone is welcome to drop in any week. 

These groups continue to meet and are always open to 
newcomers as well as regular attendees.  Both groups meet in 
the Blue door from 7:30 - 9:00 and are facilitated by Penny 
Hackett-Evans.  The groups will be reflecting on the theme for 
this month, forgiveness.  For the poetry group, please bring a 
poem related to the theme or a poem that has meaning for 
you.  For the writing group, please bring your journal and a 
pen.   

“Spiritual Conversations;  Poetry and Reflection" group 
meets on Monday Nov. 4 

"Writing as Spiritual practice" group meets Nov. 18 

Monday Night Meditation Group meets from 6:00 - 7:15 every 
Monday in the music room in the lower level.  The group is 
open to new and experienced meditators.  If you are new to the 
practice, you are invited to arrive a few minutes early for some 
simple instructions.   

Please join us for our discussion topic: “"Living as an Older 
Person: Sociological and Psychological Issues.” We meet in the 
Large Conference Room (first room on the right, just inside 
the Main Entrance) on the third Wednesday of each month at 
10:30 a.m. 

The group will meet on Tuesday, November 19 at 7:30 PM in 
the Large Conference Room. The topic is "The controversy 
over the use of mammograms in the diagnosis of breast cancer" 

On Wednesday, November 20,  Alliance will feature an 
important local community organization BUC is working with. 
Plan to come to the brown bag lunch at noon (we provide 
beverages and cookies!). The program is at 1:00 p.m. 

The Baldwin Center in Pontiac describes its focus as "food, 
clothing, education and empowerment." The speaker, Laurie 
Solotorow, Associate Director of Operations, has much to tell us 
about its services in this needy area of Pontiac. 

Mark your calendar for Wednesday, December 11, for our 
annual holiday luncheon -- a delightful, festive event at the 
Radisson Hotel, a "one of a kind" gathering. Details in at the 
November 20 meeting. See you in November!  

Join us from 7:00-8:30 on Thursday, November 21 in the Red 
Door Room as we discuss Ursula K. Le Guin’s collection of four 
short stories Four Ways to Forgiveness. 

The common themes of the stories revolve around the concepts 
of freedom and slavery. For thousands of years, the dark-
skinned owners of Werel held the light-skinnedassets in slavery. 
However, in recent years, following the colonization of the 
second planet, Yeowe, things 
have begun to change on 
Werel. The Yeowans have 
gained freedom and are 
struggling to establish their 
own government and identity, 
and gain admittance into the 
Ekumen of worlds. 

Gender relations are another 
area examined by the stories. In 
its initial years of settlement, 
only male slaves were 
transported to Yeowe, leading 
to a hypermasculine culture 
and formalized homosexual relationships among them, both of 
which had a strong impact on later gender relations on Yeowe. In 
the second story of the book, Sully associates with a Werelian 
member of a class of traditional transvestite entertainers, and the 
fourth story features Rakam reflecting on how her new 
experience of freedom from formal slavery is conditioned by her 
position as a woman in a still-sexist society. 

BUC Alliance – Nov. 20 
 

Sunday Morning Book Discussion 

Science for Everyone – Nov. 19 
 

Sacred & Profane  – Nov. 20 
 

Drop-In Book Club  – Nov. 21 
 

Words & Spirit Groups: Nov.4 &18 

Weekly Meditation Group  
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Service & Justice 

The “One Royal Oak” organization and other advocates are 
urging voters to pass a Human Rights Ordinance that would ban 
discriminatory practices in 
employment and housing on the 
basis of categories such as race, 
religion, sexual orientation and 
gender identity.  If you live in Royal 
Oak and agree with the proposed 
ordinance, vote “yes” for Proposal A.  
Not a Royal Oak resident but have 
friends who are?  Share your views on this topic with them.  Visit 
OneRoyalOak.com to learn more or contact BUC member Jeff 
Plachta.   

After a court hearing on Oct. 16, Federal Judge Bernard 
Friedman announced postponement of a decision on the 
constitutionality of Michigan’s same-sex marriage ban until a Feb 
25 trial.  Fifteen Michigan UU clergy issued a press release on 
Oct 15 stating, “As people of faith, we call on our elected officials to 
pass marriage equality in the state of Michigan.  Marriage equality 
strengthens families, protects children, and ensures the basic rights of 
citizenship for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender couples.  In the 
face of injustice, we stand on the side of love.” 

A volunteer is needed to help coordinate this year’s adopt-a-
family program, through which we give Christmas holiday gifts 
for WHRC elementary school families.  The program starts in 
November with publication of the families’ gift wish lists and 
concludes with delivery of gifts to the school in mid-December.  
Contact Ilene Beninson at ilene.beninson@gmail.com if you can 
help. 

MUUSJN Fundraiser    

Michigan UU Social Justice 
Network is planning a 
fundraising event for the 
evening of Friday, Nov 22 -- 
more details on page 11 of this 
newsletter. Contact Pat Hammer 
or Mary Jo Ebert. 

Fairness & Equality for All - Update 

WHRC Elementary School  

Lighthouse Donations      

Ever noticed the large 
trunk in the foyer and 
wondered what that’s for?  
We collect non-perishable food and personal items for the 
Lighthouse of Oakland County. Watch for sales on such items and 
bring them in for donation.  

UU Service Committee (UUSC)     

In September 2012, UUSC CEO 
William Schulz gave a rousing sermon at 
BUC and inspired some people to 
become UUSC members.  BUC has been awarded “Creating 
Justice Banner Society” status based on our membership support.  
This is a good time to join or to renew your UUSC membership to 
support social justice and human rights programs on a national and 
global scale.  Visit www.uusc.org. 

BUC Donation to Greening of Detroit    a 

We recently donated $300 worth of tree 
planting tools to Greening of Detroit.  
While they love to receive large checks, 

they were equally pleased to accept this donation of items that 
immediately benefit tree planting efforts. 

What’s Happening with Public Transit?     

The Regional Transit Authority (RTA), a 10-member board of reps 
from the four participating counties and City of Detroit, is well 
underway.  In August John Hertel was named the RTA’s CEO.  On 
Oct 1, the RTA assumed financial oversight, which includes serving 
as the recipient for federal and MDOT grants related to public 
transit. A Citizens Advisory Council was appointed from public 
nominations and on Oct 3, the RTA passed a resolution to expand 
the council from 30 to 50 members. Visit 
www.semcog.org/RTA.aspx to read more about the RTA’s work. 

The Plate Collection committee is accepting applications for plate 
collection recipients.  Submit applications at www.bucmi.org. Click 
the “Give” tab, then “Plate Collection Application.” 

BUC Service & Justice Co-Chairs: Mary Jo Ebert, Ilene Beninson 
Service & Justice Resources: 
MUUSJN (Michigan UU Social Justice Network): 
www.uujustice.org  
UU Service Committee (UUSC):  www.uusc.org  

Other Service & Justice News Plate Collection 
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Volunteer of the Month: 
Sylvia Whitmer  

 

The Board of Trustees has 
selected Sylvia Whitmer as 
the November Volunteer 
of the Month.  While 
Sylvia has taken on many 
volunteer responsibilities 
during her years at BUC, 
her greatest service has 
been heading up the 

Religious Education Council, where she provided 
needed leadership the years of ministerial 
transition.  Presently Sylvia is serving as a Board 
Trustee and has taken on the special assignment of 
working on a new church strategic plan. 

Rummage  
Thank you, thank you to the many, many BUCers 
who answered the cries of the Rummage Committee 
and volunteered at the fall Rummage Sale.  Although 
we seemed to have fewer donations at this sale, we 
grossed a little over $14,000, of which about $1500 
came from Silent Auction.  Online bidding for Silent 
Auction items seems to be on the rise! 

Perhaps of equal importance to the funds that were 
earned for BUC, those who participated shared 
delicious meals, laughed together, scratched their 
heads over the inevitable Mysteries of Rummage, and 
even found some treasures to take home.  By sharing 
our bounty, we also helped the Furniture Bank of 
Oakland County, Nolan Elementary/Middle School 
in Detroit (which is starting a clothes closet for 
students and a library for kids and adults), Baldwin 
Center and WHRC, both in Pontiac, and the 
Salvation Army, plus, of course, the hundreds of 
shoppers who found affordable furniture, clothing, 
books, and other goods at the sale.  We look forward 
to expanding the role of Rummage both within and 
outside of our church walls, so please mark your 
calendar now for our next Rummage Intake 
Sunday: April 27, 2014! 

Green Sanctuary Committee 
Follow-up on Earth Day Wish List 

On Earth Day 2013 BUC gave us a list of 93 wishes for how our 
congregation could act on behalf of our environment. Here’s what we 
have done to fulfill them so far: 

 Clean energy. We developed a presentation on solar and heat 
pump technology for a Town Hall at BUC and met with 
Srinergy, a solar contractor, for a follow up on their proposal 
for BUC’s solar installation. We visited the Blue Water Free 
Methodist Church in Port Huron to see its loop geothermal 
system, and Karen Stankye toured the Farmington Hills City 
hall to see its new solar panels and heat pumps, which have 
helped them cut down on energy bills. 

 Energy Conservation.  Annis Pratt is looking into what we have 
already accomplished to prepare a handout for our Social Hall 
table.  Srinergy has given us a further list of energy-saving 
opportunities. 

 Recycling. Andie Stewart is looking into whether our renters 
are using disposable cups and dishes. (These are the ones that 
disintegrate in landfills rather than live hundreds of years). 

 Gardens and Grounds. Paul Vachon is finding out what our 
role is in this area (e.g. rain barrels and community garden 
planting) and will be looking for volunteers. 
prvachon@hotmail.com.   

 Better Communication. We have a regular display during coffee 
hours.  We notify BUCers about environmental issues and 
coming actions on our Green Sanctuary Facebook Page “BUC 
Green Sanctuary”. We plan regular updates in this Newsletter. 
If you know of any actions that we need to publicize please 
contact avpratt@aol.com 

 Political Activism.  Karen Stankye has been attending meetings 
of the Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal campaign, which lobbies 
Detroit Edison to cut down on coal plants to use more clean 
energy. We are looking for a volunteer to be a regular contact 
between this group and BUC.  Contact Karen 
at kesala@msn.com .  Annis Pratt visited a State Senator and a 
Congressman to talk about environmental issues and attended 
a meeting of the new Pure Oakland Water committee and a 
debate on fracking. We maintain a list of 50 BUCers interested 
in environmental action and send them emails about upcoming 
actions. If you would like to be on the list 
contact avpratt@aol.com 

We welcome new members to the Green Sanctuary Committee Please 
contact Karen Stankye, kesala@msn.com 
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Kids Choir 
The Kids Choir sang "Roar" last week and did a wonderful job--acting it out and really sharing a message of courage and standing 
up for one-self and for those weaker than us. It was fun to hear the kids' own interpretations and stories of bravery during our 
rehearsals. They will sing again in December. 

SoundBites 
In other music, BUC's SoundBites concert series presents the Scott Gwinnell Trio on November 15th.  Don't miss this wonderful 
show.  Scott and his trio have played at BUC before, for services, and on November 15th, he will bring his creative but old school 
jazz ethic to our SoundBites stage. 

Chalice Choir 
What a great autumn for music at BUC! In the Adult Choir, we have welcomed new members Shawn Rooney, Diane and Chris 
Slon, Andrea Zellner, Robert Mohr, Susan Darlington, Peter Spencer, and welcomed back some other singers who have been away 
for some time.  

We had a great Choral Clinic with Dr. Beth Everett, Director of Choral Activities at Easter Michigan University and have been 
busily preparing and singing music for the variety of themes and services so far this fall. Through our singing together, eating 
delicious goodies after rehearsals, planning for future events, and listening to each other’s news, our BUC Chalice Choir is 
building a community within our beloved BUC community. The childcare that Maria Graham provides is caring and 
creative.  Now is a great time to join us as we prepare for services in November and in particular, for the December 15th services 
where the choir will sing Schubert's Mass in G accompanied by a chamber orchestra! Should be a festive, dynamite event. 

Abha & Steven abha.dearing@bucmi.org and steven.dearing@bucmi.org  

MusicMusic  

We've had an exciting first month at the Explorations School for 
Young Learners toddler program!  The children have enjoyed 
making new friends, singing songs, playing games, reading books, 
working on art projects and having fun on the playground!  

The children made chocolate chip cookies to celebrate two 
birthdays and also had so much fun creating banana “spider” 
snacks during spider week.  We all had a great time on our field trip to the Franklin Cider Mill to learn how apple cider is made 
and enjoyed the beautiful fall weather and some yummy doughnuts.  We are looking forward to many more fun filled activities 
and adventures as the school year continues.  We are thrilled at how the program is getting off the ground and with the increase 
in enrollment since the first week. 

Geri Ruggles, Program Director, Ann Landen, Teacher Assistant, Kim Ruiz, Program Administrator 
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Religious EducationReligious Education    
Children’s Curriculum 
November’s Prayer and Meditation rotation, explores 
how our religion helps us to nurture our spiritual 
selves.  People have been praying since the earliest 
times.  They pray for guidance, comfort, forgiveness and 
with gratitude.  Many people also seek connection and 
peacefulness through the quiet openness of 
meditation.  Both prayer and meditation express awe at 
the mystery and wonder of life.  This rotation 
asks  “What is a prayer and what is a meditation? And to 
whom is each one addressed?”     It explores four aspects 
of prayer and/or meditation: 

1) Intervention & Grace – People have been 
asking the Universe or a higher power for 
protection & guidance since the beginning of 
human history.  Our UU faith teaches us that 
we must show action & commitment in our 
own lives and reminds us that we have 
covenanted to do so. 

2) Meditation & Connectedness – How is it 
different from prayer?  Is the meditator 
communicating or connecting?  Can you be 
walking in the woods and be deep in 
meditation at the same time? 

3) Confession & Absolution – Many people feel 
release when they open up about 
transgressions.  The Christian faith encourages 
its followers to confess, change their ways and 
be forgiven by God.  Our own UU faith 
encourages us to follow the guidance of reason 
and respect for the rights of others when 
making decisions about our actions. 

4) Traditional Liturgy vs. Spontaneity– Many 
people find comfort in the familiarity of 
traditional prayers.  Liturgical prayers also 
remind followers of their professed 
beliefs.  Others feel spontaneous prayers more 
fully capture the feelings of the moment and 
the inner seeking of the believer. 

For further information, please contact Children’s DRE 
Eleanor McGuire at eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org. 

Youth Religious Education  

On Nov. 10th, 6 & 7 grades they will begin a new unit on Protestant 
Christianity, which will continue through November and December, in 
between all the holiday events. 

OWL (Our Whole Lives) is going well under the direction of trained 
facilitators Dave Graham, Max Kort, and Kimery Campbell.  Poinsettia 
sales begin on November 3 and continue throughout the month!  Please 
help support the 8th grade Boston trip by ordering your holiday 
poinsettias from BUC.  Stop by the sale tables each Sunday to check out 
the broad assortment of colors and sizes or see Poinsettia chairs Mike and 
Cecilia Gabel if you have questions. 

High school class: The Sunday morning high school class is continuing its 
discussions of ethical dilemmas that are especially challenging for faithful 
UUs.  

 GUUSH: November seems to be high school conference month in the 
eastern part of our region. CONtagious, the annual fun con, takes place in 
Indianapolis Nov. 1-3.  From Nov. 15-17, the Dayton UU Church will 
host a Spirituality Development Con. We must have more drivers -- 
parents, we are relying on you! 

All Youth: Bakeoff ALREADY, November 17?! 

Last spring, a group of involved parents made a strong case for moving the 
annual youth fundraiser to a different time in the church year. This year 
we are offering that annual all-church luncheon and all-youth bake 
sale/fundraiser on November 17, just in time for Thanksgiving shopping! 

Each of the three groups has its own responsibilities for food and 
volunteering, but this year we have merged the three so please go to 
SignUp Genius for details and to sign up. A single link includes both 
responsibilities, please sign up in at least two spots are on the website 
under Learn. 

Questions?  Because it is so early in the church year, we have not yet 
designated leaders for the various levels.  But any questions addressed to 
DREs Kimery Campbell and Eleanor McGuire or to RE Assistant Beth 
Lorey will be forwarded to the right organizer!  We would LOVE to have a 
strong adult presence, so if you can pitch in during the event or in 
advance, please let us know.  We are looking for parent champions as well 
as volunteer commitments from everyone, adult and youth.  Please let 
Kimery know if you are available to help plan.  She is also looking for 
nominations for Celebrity Chefs! Kimery.campbell@bucmi.org  
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The Leadership Development Committee (LDC) invites you to get acquainted with the candidates for leadership positions for 
2014.  All members in “good standing” are eligible to vote at the Congregational Annual Meeting on December 8, 2013.  “Good 
standing” is defined as being a member for the last 90 days and having made a “contribution of record” to BUC.  If you are not 
able to attend the meeting on December 8, you may vote using an Absentee Ballot, which will be available in the church office 
starting November 3rd.  We thank the following members for presenting themselves for leadership positions and for sharing their 
time and talents with us: 

Information about these candidates can be found in the booklet attached to the newsletter emailing, on our website 
www.bucmi.org (under the About Us tab), and hardcopies may be obtained in the church office.  This information will also be 
available on kiosks in the Pavilion during November. 

Judy Amir and Cheryl Shettel – co-chairs, Kathy Arnold, Kathy DuHame, Larry Freedman, Ben Gabel, Annette Sargent, Sheila 
Seaver, Craig Stroup and Ann Throop 

Leadership Development CommitteeLeadership Development Committee  

Board of Trustees 
President – Lisa Demian 
Vice President – Barbara Woolf 
Secretary – Marilyn Mast 
Treasurer - Dick Cantley 
Trustee – 3 year – Eric Sargent 
Trustee – 3 year – Bruce Webber 
Trustee – 2 year -- Marilyn Kelly 
 

Program Council 
Green Sanctuary – Karen Stankye 
Learning – Carey Wendell 
Music – Ed Sharples 
Service/ Justice – co-chairs,  
Mary Jo Ebert and Sharon Kirchner 

Leadership Development – vote for 5 
Colleen Cavanagh 
Walter Dean 
Mary Gawel-Ensroth 
David Greer 
Gary Hancock 
Max Kort 
Steve Lorey 
Rosemary Robinson 
Peggy Woehrlen 

Stimulating speakers, high quality music, and tasty deserts are the highlights of a Justice Party scheduled for 7-9 p.m. Friday, 
November 22nd at the Northwest Unitarian Universalist Church located at 23925 Northwestern Highway in Southfield.   

The Justice Party, sponsored by the Michigan Unitarian 
Universalist Social Justice Network (MUUSJN), will 
feature Representative Rashida Tlaib, speaking on a 
campaign to raise Michigan’s minimum wage; Phil Jones, 
the activist manager of Colors Restaurant; and live music 
by Jere Stormer, a singer and song writer who has won 
many Metro Detroit Music awards.  

In addition to working to raise the minimum wage, 
MUUSJN is celebrating its progress in advocating for 
Medicaid expansion, gun violence prevention, and rights of LGBT 
people, immigrants and women.  

Tickets for this fund raising event are $50 ($45 tax deductible). Make checks payable to “MidAmerica Region – UUA”, and 
mail to MUUSJN 4220 Arlington Dr., Royal Oak MI 48073 

For more information, contact Randy Block at 248.549.5170, or Pat Hammer at 248.644.6568. 

MUUSJN Justice Party Fundraiser 

Jere Stormer 
Rashida Tlaib (center) 
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Lisa Haysmer, LMSW 
Psychotherapist and 
Reconnective Healing 
Practitioner 
www.lhaysmertherapy.com 
lisahaysmer@gmail.com 
 
100 W. Big Beaver, Suite 200 
Troy, MI 48084 
(586) 265-0836 
 
 
 
 

Treatment to Meet Your 
Needs 
 
Psychotherapy for 
adolescents, adults and 
couples 
 
Specializing in: Depression, 
Anxiety, Self-esteem Issues, 
Relationship Issues, Stress 
Management, Grief and Loss 
 
Reconnective Healing brings 
into balance body, mind and 
spirit which may alleviate 
physical and emotional 
symptoms.  This healing has 
been endorsed by Deepak 
Chopra and Dr. Wayne Dyer. 
 
There is no greater investment 
than in yourself.  Call for an 
appointment today. 

 


