
 

 

July 7 – “He Couldn’t Manage It” You don’t have to look far to find books and seminars on managing and controlling your time, 
your work, your kids – your life! What can be said of people who surrender control? Rev. John Corrado and Worship Associate 
Judy Amir will lead the service. John is the Minister Emeritus of the Grosse Pointe Unitarian church where he served over 25 
years. 

July 14 – “To Serve, With Love" -- Earlier in the church year, congregants reflected on the challenges to engaging in the 
community beyond our walls, citing reasons why being of service is not a simple matter.  Kathy and Worship Associate Peggy 
Woehrlen consider how our understanding of service might be an obstacle, and how 
we can rethink the spiritual call to be of service in ways that might make serving a 
joyful endeavor, however serious the cause. 

July 21 – “Rhythm Church”:  A Multi-Generational Service drum circle leader Lori 
Fithian comes back to the sanctuary with all her drums and percussion instruments. 
We'll celebrate our connection with the Earth and each other as we get in the groove 
of community -Drummunity! Definitely a service for all ages, especially the children! 
Come make music with us! Worship Associate Dan Kosuth. 

July 28 – “Texting in Church”:  You may have been told you that it is rude to be texting at the 
table. We know it is dangerous to text while driving—but what about texting in the midst of a 
worship service?  Kathy and WA Sara Constantakis invite you to bring your laptop or tablet, to 
leave your phone ON during the service, and use those devices to communicate your thoughts 
and feelings about the worship experience.  Your texts and posts will help shape this interactive 
service. 

August 4 – TBA -- Check our website at www.bucmi.org Worship Associate Diane Lake. 

August 11 – “Natural Scripture”:  In this multigenerational service that will be held outdoors, weather permitting, Kathy and 
Worship Associate Lisa Demian will consider the sacred text that all of nature invites us to read.  Like any set of scriptures, the 
scripture of the natural world includes miracles, parables, stories of wrongdoing and judgment, and messages of hope. 

August 18 – “Breaking Like Bread for Others” Dr. Jim Perkinson and WA Frank Arvan. We live in a world increasingly torn up 
by the imperative and prerogatives of consumption.  Indeed human life is being reinvented in the image of the corporation—no 
longer invited to be “citizens,” we are sold identity as a brand and life’s purpose as consuming.  In the face of an imploding 
planet, the issue is the opposite.  How to become food for others? Gandhi once said that if he were God, 
he would come into the world as bread.  The question is not surplus, but our very selves.  Especially for 
those of us already enjoying an inordinate share of the globe’s goods, how respond to desperate need 
next door?  Who are the poor in our lives, and what actually can we give back? Jim is a professor of social 
ethics at the Ecumenical Theological Seminary in Detroit.  

August 25 – “Dream On”:  On this 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech, Kathy and Worship Associate Gregg Bloomfield reflect on the ways we invite our dreams to 
shape our decisions, and what determines whether a dream becomes a reality, or remains only a dream. 
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Rolland Vriesenga celebrated his 68th birthday on June 2nd, and his wife 
Melanie is celebrating her newly improved heart and walking skills. They 
would both like to thank their BUC family for the caring and loving support 
shown to them in this challenging time. 

BUC member Allen Craig’s father passed away on Sunday, May 26th. He was 
92 years old.  

Carolyn Black Roberson died on June 1st. Carolyn was a long-time member 
of BUKC and a member of the BUC choir. A memorial service for Carolyn 
was held at BUC on Saturday, June 8. 

Lillian Dean expresses both sorrow and joy at the peaceful death of her 
father who died in his sleep on June 2 in Sarasota Florida. George was 95 
years old, and actively engaged with family and friends throughout his life. 
Lillian and her three sisters were able to be at his bedside. 

BUC member, Jean Holzman, mother of Richard Holzman and mother-in-
law of Margot LeRoy died peacefully in her sleep at the age of 92 on June 5th. 
Jean was an award winning painter and enjoyed being part of BUC’s knitting 
ministry. There will be a short memorial service on Saturday, July 20 at 
11:00 a.m. in Richard and Margot LeRoy’s garden, 3836 Jennings Drive, 
Troy, 48083. 

BUC member, Kelly Taylor shared the news of the death of her father-in-law 
the first part of June. Please keep her husband and her family in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

Connections: Joys & Sorrows 
To submit Joys and Sorrows for upcoming newsletters, please submit on our 
website newsletter submission form or write in the Joys and Sorrows book on 
Sunday morning.  

John Crissman’s Aunt Ann passed away on June 10th after a two-year battle with cancer. 

Gregg Bloomfield’s reports his mother’s knee replacement surgery was successful and she is going through rehab at a brand new 
facility in Sterling Heights. Gregg wishes to express his thanks for the many thoughts and prayers as he has assisted his mother 
through this process. 

Lynn Bell shares her joy in retiring from her work as the Public Health Nurse for Oakland County Health Division. To borrow 
Elaine Morse’s very good word, she is looking forward to her reWirement  

Nancy Schmitt shares her joy that Jenni was able to adopt Ryan, her partner Karen’s child on June 13! They had to move to Ft. 
Collins, Colorado to do it, but are now planning to move back to Michigan and change Ryan’s birth certificate. 

Camille Harris’s brother-in-law, Norm Harris, died peacefully from complications related to Alzheimer’s.  

Dick Cantley shares his joy in becoming a grandpa for the first time! Felix Cantley showed up in Chicago June 24th – everyone is 
doing fine. 

Larry Freedman’s brother, Arthur, was admitted to the hospital the third week in June with melanoma, which has metastasized, 
to his liver. Please keep him and the family in your prayers. 

Bill Baker has finished his 11th year as principal bassoonist and orchestrator for the Beaufort, South Carolina, Symphony 
Orchestra. 

2013 Service Auction Fun! See more pics on 
pgs. 10-12 
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Grief Group – Tuesdays July 9 and August 13, 

6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  

An open grief group meets the second Tuesday of each 

month in the Small Conference Room (left of the main 

entrance in the RE hallway). Whether you have had a 

recent loss or one from some time ago – you are welcome 

in this group. Dropping in for one meeting or coming every 

month, whatever meets your need. If you have questions, 

please contact Grace Rising 248-250-6500, 

gbrising@wowway.com  

Young Adult Lunch, Sunday, July 21 – Noon 

Stay tuned to the “What’s Going on @ BUC” emails and 

the BUC Young Adults Facebook page for details. 

Getting Involved: Grief Support, Young Adults, 
All Church Dream Cruise Event 

Soul Collage Workshop 
Mondays in August:  5, 12, 19 & 26 -- 7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Writer Julia Cameron has written, “All art is an attempt to map the territory of the 
heart.”  So, we will attempt to do just that in this 4-week workshop.  Mixing our 
imagination and our intuition with images we find, we will create 5 x 8 cards that 
reflect the various aspects of our inner and outer life.; the “nurturer”, the “organizer”, 
your “inner dancer” your “scared child ”as well as images of such abstractions as; death, 
love, courage, loneliness journeying  etc.   After making the cards, we will reflect on 
what the images say to us.  No art experience is necessary, just a willingness to play and 
explore.  Some materials will be supplied but bring magazines to use for collage, scissors 
and any good glue you have around.  The group will be facilitated by Penny Hackett-
Evans and will meet in the Blue Door on each Monday evening in August from 7 – 9. 

The two "Words and Spirit" groups will be on hiatus during the months of July and 
August.  We will resume our meetings in the fall.  Look for further information then -- 
In the meantime, happy reading and writing!  Penny 

Dream Cruise, BUC Style! Saturday, August 17  

The Membership Committee invites you to this All Church 
Event on Saturday, August 17. Come park your car in our 
lot (off the Lone Pine 
entrance) and join us for this 
area tradition. General Public 
$5, no cost for BUC 
family/friends/renters. There 
will be FREE popcorn, with 
bottled water available for $1. 
Feel free to bring a cooler with 
your favorite beverages and 
snacks. Come when you can! 
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Discussion Groups @ BUC 

Sacred & Profane, Wednesdays July 17 and August 3rd  
Join us for our summer discussion topic, “Moral Issues in Current Events.” Participants should come prepared 
to discuss a current event that is of particular interest to them. We meet in the Large Conference Room (first 
room on the right, just inside the Main Entrance) at 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Discussion Group 

 

Our first ever Explorations School for Young Learners preschool camp was a great 
success.  The play-based camp ran through the first and second weeks of June, with 
each session offering a different set of themes. 

The children had a wonderful time playing on the newly renovated playground and 
taking walks in “the forest” more commonly known as BUC’s lovely Capek Woods.  
The children walked from the classroom to the playground and back through “the 
forest” looking for bugs, butterflies, birds and bunnies.  Although we never saw 
bunnies on our walks, we did see Mrs. Hammer and Mrs. Patil and were able to thank 
them for keeping the forest and path so beautiful.  

Thank you so much to all of our friends and supporters who 
helped to make our Explorations camp possible!  A special 
thank you to preschool camp assistant Kim Lakocy for her 
kind and caring help with the children, they loved being with 
“Miss Kim”.  Thanks also to Jason MacDonald and Jim 
Dean and the BUC staff for making sure we had a safe and 
secure environment each day.  Of course none of this fun 
could have happened without Kathy and the BUC 
Board, so many thanks to all! 

Preschool Licensing update:  We have passed our environmental 
and fire inspections of the lower level classrooms with “A”s, and after a couple needed repairs 

to the play structure are completed (the parts are ordered and under warranty) we will be ready to 
complete all other needed inspections.  

During the summer months we will be discussing the great virtues. 
We meet from 9:00 to 10:15 in the Large Conference Room. Drop in 
anytime to share your ideas and experiences or just to listen.  Our 
schedule for July and August will be as follows: July 7 – 
Honesty/Integrity, July 14 – Fidelity/Loyalty, July 28 – Humor, 
August 4 – Politeness, August 11 – Friendship, August 18 – 
Compassion/Understanding, August 25 – Love. 

Explorations School for 
Young Learners 
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Reflections by the Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt 

The third week of June, seven of us from BUC traveled to 
Louisville, Kentucky, for the celebration/business 
deliberations and elections/training opportunity/pep 
rally/extravaganza that is General Assembly, the annual 
national meeting of our denomination.  Along with nearly 
3500 Unitarian Universalists from almost everywhere 
imaginable, we worshipped, witnessed, schmoozed, 
networked, pondered, meditated, dined, and sought to 
determine what lies ahead for us collectively and 
individually as liberal religious people living in an era when 
traditional religious institutions are rapidly declining. 

One characteristic I have always appreciated about our UU 
tradition is our willingness to embrace and respond to 
changes in the culture rather than fighting them.  While we 
might sometimes deplore the changes we see, we tend not 
to waste time believing that if we denounce the changes 
strenuously and long enough, using the most spiritually 
judgmental terms possible, we can somehow make them not 
happen; rather, we UUs are by and large an adaptive group, 
and we figure out how to continue to offer our message of 
openness and respect for all in the midst of the changing 
tides of our lives. 

One workshop I attended left my hair standing on end as 
we heard about all the ways in which our usual methods of 
doing church are becoming irrelevant to the “nones,” the 
rapidly growing group of the population who have no 
church affiliation—and do not want one, as they see no use 
for it.  This is not to say that interest in spirituality is 
declining, far from it; rather, looking to institutions, like 
churches, to satisfy that interest is a strategy that 
increasingly makes no sense to people.  I listened to this 
discussion with dismay, wondering what to do in a time 
when preaching sermons to people who sit quietly in 
straight rows, encouraging people to sign membership 
books, and planning programs for people to attend in 
person, all these things that I have enjoyed doing 
throughout my ministry, will more and more not be wanted 
by anybody, at least not in the ways I have known how to 
provide them. 

Churches have always, in all times, wrestled with finding 
ways to engage the culture, so this challenge is nothing 
new.  What is new for us is the speed with which change is 
coming, and the myriad ways in which change now impacts 

our comfortable, time-tested ways of functioning.  The lyrics 
of an old favorite song of mine, “Landslide,” kept playing in 
my head as I wondered how all of us, how I, how BUC as a 
church, would fare in the coming years:  “I’ve been afraid of 
changing ‘cause I’ve built my life around you.  But time makes 
you bolder. . . .”  Can we get bolder over time?  Will we dig in 
our heels and insist that how we do church must stay the 
same, even when fewer and fewer people will find that 
sameness meaningful?  Do we make decisions about our 
church to satisfy those who are here now, or for the people yet 
to come through our doors?  As the song asks, “Can [we] sail 
through the changing ocean tides?  Can [we] handle the 
seasons of [our] life? 

The challenge is great, since it 
requires us to learn wholesale 
a new way of being a 
church.  Yet the opportunity is 
equally great for us to engage a 
culture that, more than ever, 
longs for a spiritually 
meaningful message. 

Faithfully, 

Kathy 

Come Back With 
Water! 

On your summer travels, whether they take you far from 
home or no farther than your backyard garden, collect a small 
sample of water and bring it with you to our Homecoming 
Services in September.  We'll celebrate the beginning of the 
church year with a special water communion in the services. 
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Hello, All! 

Thank you to the Board of Trustees for this recognition. And 
that prime parking spot will sure look good on a hot July 
Sunday! But what I appreciate most is this chance to convey 
some thoughts to all of you. 

Why do I volunteer at BUC? Because people here make it easy, 
rewarding and fun.  As so many of you know, once you say 
“Yes” a few times it gets under your skin.  You make and 
deepen many friendships. You get to meet the challenge, share 
the laughs, and feel good about teamwork and its results. 

From our first visit, my husband Dick Cantley and I were 
warmly welcomed by Lisa Crawford, Ron Fredrick, and Larry 
Freedman. Their engagement in the church community was 
contagious. (You were right, Larry; ushering is not difficult and 
newcomers get to match faces with names very quickly.) Also 
quickly, we realized that participating in the life of BUC was 
on the same level as attending worship services and our annual 
pledge. We’re both working part-time now so it’s easier, but we 
were hungry for the community spirit from the start. 

Some of you might be tired from past volunteer work—
please rest your eyes for a bit. For anyone who’s on the 
fence about committee work, some quick thoughts: 

Rummage. Holy cow! Dick and I were cashiers a 
few times, and then I added set-up. It wasn’t until 
I saw it from soup-to-nuts did I realize how 
complex this flagship service was—from 
organizing, merchandising, selling and crowd-
handling, to feeding hungry volunteers, to 
recycling and charitable giving. Rummage rocks. I 
especially recommend it to our young(er) BUC 
volunteers!  (Shameless plug on behalf of the 
tireless Committee and Alliance members.) 

Service & Talent Auction. Working with chair 
Marcia Mahood and the BUC’ers on that 
Committee changed our lives... in the absolute 
best way.  Join us for the next Auction and see 
for yourself. Besides, we’ll need your ideas to top 
the results of the last two! 

Stewardship and Membership Committees. I 
raised my hand for these for purely selfish 
reasons. Comparatively new to UU, I wanted to 
learn how the church works as a non-profit 
organization. And I thought it would make sense 
to share my work background in marketing on 
behalf of BUC growth. Once more I am receiving 
a great return for my time—thanks to chairs Eric 
Sargent and Bret Bergeron and all the smart, 
generous folks on these Committees. 

Veteran volunteers: please pick up again here—thanks. 

I’m ending with a request, directed to anyone at BUC 
who also has work experience in marketing... or publicity, 
social media, graphic design, and the like. Wouldn’t it be 
fun to put our heads together in a volunteer network for 
BUC staff and committees to tap when they need creative 
support? Or when we’d like to compare notes with others 
in the field?  Lisa Crawford’s on board, so that makes two 
of us.  If this sounds appealing to you, please email me at 
barbara.eschner@att.net. We could all meet over coffee 
and see where it goes! 

Again, I appreciate the recognition—and the chance to 
make that pitch.  Warm regards to all. --Barb 

Volunteer of the Month: Barb Eschner 
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Service & Justice  

Piquette Square for Veterans – From Homeless to “Home” 
For the BUC Talent & Service Auction in March, BUCers 
purchased tributes to service members, which were 
published in the auction program.  The recipient of these 
donations is Piquette Square for Veterans, operated by 
Southwest Solutions.  Four auction committee members 
visited the facility in June to present a check for $525 and a 
load of diapers that were donated at the Royal Shower, an 
auction event hosted by the Wednesday Small Group.  

Piquette Square for Veterans is a 150-unit apartment 
building in Detroit that opened in 2010 on the site of the 
Studebaker factory which was destroyed by fire in 2005.  
Homeless veterans who are referred to the facility are 

assigned a 400 sq foot furnished apartment and pay 30% 
of their verifiable income as rent.  Chery Allen, Veterans 
Resource Facilitator, gave us a tour.  We were struck by the 
immaculate condition of the facility.  Each apartment is 
stocked with basic kitchen items, furniture, bedding, and a 
homemade quilt.  A courtyard provides a green space for 
the residents, and there are plans to transform a section of 
the property to a park.  A volunteer who provides sewing 
services was onsite on the day of our visit, and several 
residents were quite happy to see her.  Each resident is 

assigned a counselor who assists with development of independent living skills.  We met a resident, Marcus, who volunteers for 
several organizations and will soon begin counseling veterans at the VA.  Our consensus takeaway is that the residents are treated 
with respect and find a warm and welcome home at Piquette Square. 

A Piquette Square breakfast fundraiser is scheduled for October.  Watch for news about tickets for a BUC table at this fundraiser. 

Reproductive Justice 
Delegates at the 2012 General Assembly in Phoenix selected "Reproductive Justice: Expanding Our Social Justice Calling" to be the 
2012-2016 Congregational Study/Action Issue of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) of Congregations.  Our Michigan 
UU coalition, known as MUUSJN, is hosting a conference on this topic at First UU Church of Detroit on July 13. 

The Congregational Study/Action Issue (CSAI) is an invitation for congregations and districts to take a topic of concern and engage 
it, reflect on it, learn about it, respond to it, comment on it, take action—each in their own way. A CSAI is NOT a statement—it is a 
question. 

All BUCers and friends are invited to participate in this conference to learn, be part of the conversation, and share ideas on where we 
might go next with this topic.  See ad on pg. 8 for registration instructions.   

No Summer Vacation 
Many of us relish the days of summer in Michigan and enjoy much-needed vacation with family and friends.  Unfortunately, social 
injustice and lack of basic needs suffered by many in our region do not take the summer off.  Let’s all make a point of doing 
something during the summer months to help others in need ….. volunteer at a soup kitchen, Gleaners, or a hospital; call a legislator 
to express a position for or against legislation related to a social justice issue; visit someone who longs for company.  The possibilities 
are endless.  Enjoy the summer! 

Service & Justice Resources 
BUC Service & Justice Co-Chairs:  Mary Jo Ebert, Ilene Beninson 
MUUSJN (Michigan UU Social Justice Network):  www.uujustice.org 
UU Service Committee (UUSC):  www.uusc.org 

Marcia Mahood, Barb Eschner, 
Mary Jo Ebert, Mary Gawel-Ensroth 

Chery Allen, Veterans Resource 
Facilitator, accepting our donation 
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MusicMusic  
The summer is a time for rejuvenation and refueling for lots of folks, including us musicians! On June 23rd, Klezmer clarinetist and 
virtuoso Mark Kieme complimented the Jewish humor service beautifully with his spirited, clever playing. Coming up, Guest Pianist 
Hwa-Ling Russell will play on July 7th. 
 
Abha will attend the Michigan School Vocal Music Association Summer Workshops in Lansing to obtain lots of new ideas for 
repertoire and choir rehearsal techniques. 
 
We will both be busily preparing for our Baldwin Center Camp August 5-9.  There will be many activities planned for the kids 
enrolled: singing in choir, playing in a guitar ensemble and being audience to some fine live BUC musicians, among other things. 
 
Looking to fall (already?), the BUC Choir welcomes new singers of all ages for the Chalice Choir (high-school and adults), Teen 
Choir, and the Kids Choir (Age 5 thru 11).  Keep watch for notices about September singing. Steven will be purchasing new music 
equipment as BUC ventures into using popular music during the services. He will also be returning to his roots of playing electric 
guitar, dusting off his old chops, as he prepares to lead a new BUC band. Any BUCers interested in being part of the new BUC 
house band (we are looking for drummers, bassists and vocalists) please contact Steven at steven.dearing@bucmi.org 
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Summer Religious EducationSummer Religious Education    
  Preschool 1st thru 5th  
July 7 Robin’s Nest Construction Mosaics 

July 14 Pretzels Stained Glass Cookies 

July 21 Tie-Dye Butterflies Tie-Dye Art 

July 28 Multi-Generational Service 

August 4 “Try New Things” Plate Recycled Paper 

August 11 Multi-Generational Service 

August 18 Pocket Fairy Kaleidoscopes 

August 25 Blow-out Frogs Tin Etching 

September 1 Bear-in-a-cup Egg Drop 

 

The BUC Rummage Committee loves Rummage.  It is a great community builder, it is environmentally correct (not only are we 
recycling gently-used goods, we are recycling more and more paper, plastic, metal, and cloth), and it offers a real service to 
families far beyond the walls of our church, some of whom plan their household shopping around our sales.  Oh, yeah—it also 
regularly provides BUC with $20 to $30,000 per year in income! 

But love isn’t love unless it’s shared.  The Rummage Committee is looking for greater participation and support from the rest of 
the BUC community. A number of our departments need champions, including Toys and House wares.  We seem to run short 
of muscle by the end of the week and the grunt work of breaking down the sale on Saturday afternoon often falls to a very few, 
very tired Rummage stalwarts.  Look for more conversations about Rummage in August and information about how you can 
become a bigger piece of this important stewardship and service tradition in the life of our church.  Questions?   Please contact 
one of the Rummage co-chairs: Laura Lee or Mary Dunn, or staff liaison Kimery Campbell or drop a line to 
kimery.campbell@bucmi.org. See you in September! 

Rummage  
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Thursday, August 15 
The Many Faiths of Southeast Michigan Bus Tour:  

A Multicultural Look at World Religions & Houses of Worship 
Are you interested in learning about different world religions? If so, please join the Historical Society of Michigan on Thursday, 
August 15, as we visit houses of worship reflecting four faith communities in Southeast Michigan: 

o •Islamic Center of America 

o •Antiochian Orthodox Church 

o •Temple of the Jain Society of Great Detroit 

o •Temple Beth El, the oldest Jewish synagogue in the Detroit area 

Those on the bus tour will also learn about other faiths found throughout Michigan, including Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Confucianism, and more. Dr. Jim McConnell, a former HSM Board of Trustees member and a Detroit Historical Society 
volunteer, will discuss many key points behind these religions, including their founders, important locations, holy books, and 
faith concepts. Annette McConnell will serve as Tour Facilitator. 

The bus tour will depart at 9 a.m. from Meijer, located at 20401 Haggerty Road in Northville. Guests will enjoy lunch at East 
Side Mario’s, located at 31630 Plymouth Road in Livonia. The bus will return to Meijer at 5 p.m. 

The full tour—including lunch, resource materials, admissions, and gratuities— is $99 for HSM members and $139 for non-
members. (The non-member registration includes a one-year membership.) 

To register, call (800) 692-1828 or visit www.hsmichigan.org/conferences/faithsbustour. 

*Cancellations made less than 30 days prior to the event will not be accepted. 



 

 
11 

BIRMINGHAM UNITARIAN CHURCH  JULY & AUGUST 2013 



 

 

 

Birmingham Unitarian Church 

38651 Woodward Ave 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 
248-647-2380 
www.bucmi.org 

BIRMINGHAM UNITARIAN CHURCH NEWSLETTER JULY & AUGUST 2013 


