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Note the Dates: 

Coming Home 
Our theme for the worship services in May is coming 
home, a process that some of us manage easily, others 
with much trepidation, a process that for some 
happens on special occasions while others can spend a 
lifetime journeying and still not reach home.  What 
takes us away from home in the first place, and why 
can it be so difficult to return?  What happens when 
our home disappears, requiring us to create for 
ourselves a place of refuge to call home?  What makes 
a place a spiritual home?  

FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION 
Books that feature the theme of coming home:  
Digging to America by Ann Tyler; Wild by Cheryl 
Strayed; The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum, Old 
Henry by  Joan W. Blos, Roxaboxen by Alice McLerran, 
The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant. 

Movies that feature the theme of coming home:  
Beasts of the Southern Wild; The Trip to Bountiful; Born on 
the 4th of July, Little Miss Firecracker, On Golden Pond 

Sunday Services 9:30* & 11:15* 
May 5:  “Beyond the Yellow Brick Road” – One classic story 
of the efforts needed to return home is found in the book and 
movie account of Dorothy’s experience after being carried off 
from her Kansas home to the land of Oz.  Though beautiful 
and magical, Dorothy wanted nothing but to return home.  
Kathy and Worship Associate Diane Lake reflect on journeys 
we make away from home, journeys that may not always be 
voluntary, and where we turn to for help getting back home. 

May 12:  “Coming Home to See Mom” -- After growing up, we 
may be drawn back to our first home in order to visit parents 
and places that shaped us, for better or worse.  In this 
Mother’s Day multigenerational service, Kathy and WA Emily 
Arnold look at what it means to head home when our 
mothers are still there, waiting for us. 

May 19: “The Joy of Coming Home” -- Our annual Choir 
Sunday, featuring soloists and the full Chancel Choir, led by 
Co-Director of Music Abha Dearing, offers multiple 
perspectives on the our childhood memories of home, and 
how those memories are carried forward in our present lives. 

*ONE WORSHIP SERVICE 10:30 A.m. May 26:   “When 
Johnny Comes Marching Home” -- Few experiences make 
homecoming more challenging than when one left home to 
fight, and then returns to a community that may not always be 
welcoming.  In this single service, Kathy and WA Frank Arvan 
are joined by members of the congregation in reflecting on 
how those who served in the military make their often 
difficult way back home to a life that seems far different after 
the experiences of wartime.  Following the service, all are 
invited to gather in the Memorial Glen as we consecrate the 
names that have been added to the cenotaphs in 2013. 

Memorial 
Glen Service 
May 26, 2013 
Following the single 

service (10:30) folks 

will gather for the 

annual service in the 

Memorial Glen at 

11:35 

Rummage Sale Dates: 
• Thursday, May 2, 6:30-9:00 

p.m. Opening Night & 
Silent Auction 

• Friday, May 3, 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. Half-price Day 

• Saturday, May 4, 9 a.m. – 
noon Bag Sale 

 

Our mission is to create 
a free and welcoming 

religious community that 
encourages lives of 
integrity, service, 
learning and joy. 
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Connections: Joys & Sorrows 

Ruth Lyons and Aaron Goldner got engaged to be married in a surprise 
proposal in BUC’s Sanctuary on March 30th – she said, “Yes!” Wedding 
plans are being made for August 2014.  

Sara Constantakis welcomed her niece, Ivy Rose Herhilan, on March 31. 
Mother and baby are both doing well, and the whole family is thrilled to 
be embarking on this new journey. 

Former Mchigan Supreme Court Justice Marilyn Kelly is joining the 
faculty of Wayne State University Law School as its first “distinguished 
jurist in residence.” Kelly, served on the high court for 16 years before 
retiring in 2012. 

Many thanks from Pat Kridler for BUC’s concerns, good wishes and the 
BUC knitters lap robe. They worked! Pat is faring well, back in her 
apartment and learning to walk. Ed Sharples was a remarkable Pastoral 
Care representative. Kathy’s visit and her Small Group Fellowship’s 
thoughtfulness was appreciate. 

Melanie Vrsienga had hip replacement surgery, followed by an emergency 
triple bypass surgery the beginning of April. She is doing well, after 
recuperating at Woodward Hills Rehab Center, she is home and on th 
mend! 

To submit Joys and Sorrows for upcoming newsletters, please submit on our 
website newsletter submission form or write in the Joys and Sorrows book on 
Sunday morning.  

Rich Schreck celebrated his 70th birthday on Easter Sunday. Happy Birthday, Rich! 

Ed Sharples celebrated his 80th birthday on April 9th – Happy milestone, Ed! 

Kathy Ransome’s mother is recovering from hip surgery. Kathy’s daughter, Liz, is was recently diagnosed with MS after being 
hospitalized and having a series of neurological test. She is hoping to return to work in May. Your healing thoughts most 
appreciated. 

Aletha Craig’s mother, Lillian, died on April 4th.  

Joel & Viola Newman celebrated their 20th Wedding Anniversary in April. Congratulations! 

Darrell Ebbing’s son-in=law died April 1st due to a heart attack. He is survived by his wife Julie and their children, Trevor and 
Geneva. Trevor and his wife Laura gave birth to their first child recently. This is Darrell’s first great grandchild. 

Luellen Ramey is retiring after 31 years as a professor at Oakland University. She will be moving in a few months, having sold her 
condo and purchased a condo in Boulder, Colorado. Her only sadness is in separating from her cat, Charlie, whom she describes 
as a died in the wool (or cat hair) indoor/outdoor cat. She is unable to take him to her new condo, and is looking for someone to 
adopt him. He is a seven year old black cat. If interested, please contact her. 

Andrea Thorne and Dennis Muzzi are excited to announce that their recent graduate of Ball State University, Sean, is now touring 
as the string bass player for the Glenn Miller Orchestra – yes, that Glenn Miller! They tour year round in the U.S., Canada and 
Japan.  

Julia and Charlie Gragg welcomed their first granddaughter to the world on April 30. Baby Julia, mom Margaret & dad Dan are all 
doing fine. Congratulations!  

A group from BUC’s Religious Education 
program volunteering at Gleaners in April. 
Way to go! 
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Getting Involved: Grief Support, Young Adults, 
Film Buffs, Green Sanctuary on FB  

Grief Group – Tuesday, May 14th    
An open grief group meets the second Tuesday of each 

month from 6:30-7:30 in the Small Conference Room (left 

of the main entrance in the RE hallway). Whether you have 

had a recent loss or one from a while ago – you are welcome 

in this group. Dropping in for one meeting or coming every 

month is fine. If you have questions, please contact Grace 

Rising at 248-219-9654 or gbrising@comcast.net  

Young Adult Group, Kick-Off May 5 
Stefanie Bair and Clavis Jane (pictured above left) are starting 
a Young Adult Group at BUC! After many request and 
expressions of interest BUC is thrilled that Stefanie & Clavis 
have decided to organize and coordinate social and social 
action opportunities for YA at BUC. On Sunday, May 5th all 
are invited to join Stefanie and Clavis at Qdoba in 
Birmingham (on Maple Ave.) following the second service.  
Discussion at this outing will include an 

invitation by area UU congregations to jointly participate/be a 
presence in local Pride Parades. A Facebook group will be coming 
soon for this group to connect and organize online. 

The Green Sanctuary has a Facebook Page! 
The Green Sanctuary now has a Facebook page posting local 

events of interest, articles, research and discussions in interactive 

environment. To receive updates, “Like” the BUC  Green 

Sanctuary page on Facebook to receive thoughtful notes and 

reflections on pressing environmental issues. Annis Pratt recently 

wrote a “Position on Fracking.”  

Book Carts at BUC 
Following the services, during our community time in the Social 

Hall, there will be a Cart with books to borrow or buy. Alison 

Rule, George Lentz, and Vickie Muir have built these in honor of 

Elaine Morse, who will always be remembered for her love of 

books that feed the soul. 

Friday, May 24, Film Buffs: A Lonely Place 
A haunting work of stark confessionalism disguised as a taut noir thriller, In a Lonely Place -- 
Nicholas Ray's bleak, desperate tale of fear and self-loathing in Hollywood -- remains one of 
the filmmaker's greatest and most deeply resonant features. It stars Humphrey Bogart as 
Dixon Steele, a fading screenwriter suffering from creative burnout; hired to adapt a best-
selling novel, instead of reading the book itself he asks the hat-check girl (Martha Stewart) at 
his favorite nightclub to simply tell him the plot. During production, Ray's real-life marriage 
to co-star Grahame began to crumble, and his own vulnerability and disillusionment clearly 
inform the picture; the brooding, bitter Steele -- a role ideally suited to Bogart's wounded 
romanticism -- is plainly a doppelganger for Ray himself (the site of his first Hollywood 
apartment is even employed as the set for Steele's home), and the film's unflinching 
examination of the character's disintegration makes for uniquely compelling viewing. ~ Jason 
Ankeny, Rovi (Rotten Tomatoes) The Commons at BUC 7:00 p.m. Snacks provided. 
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Discussion Groups @ BUC Words & Spirit 

Science for Everyone, Tuesday Evening, May 21 

Sacred & Profane, Wednesday, May 15 
The topic is "The ethics of experimentation on human volunteers".  Maurice Lefford well facilitate. All are invited and welcome to 

attend. We meet in the large conference room from 10:30 to noon.  

Alliance 

Out of the Flames  

Rev. Shelley Page the Minister at the Grosse Pointe UU Church, participated in an area UU 
pulpit exchange, giving the sermon at BUC on April 28. There was much interest in the books 
she suggested as further reading on the life of Unitarian Michael Servetus. Considered a 
Unitarian Universalist Martyr, this book promises to be a fascinating read about a lesser known 
part of our heritage.   

All who are interested are invited to read the book and join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the 
room with the red door, across the courtyard from the Main Entrance.  

Drop In Book Club, Thursday, May 30 

7:30 PM in the large conference room. There will be a TED talk by Sam Harris titled "Science can answer moral questions". This is 
a provocative statement that should stimulate a lively discussion. 

The 2012-2013 program year of Alliance will end on Wednesday, June 5, with a special luncheon/annual meeting. It will be at 
Noon in the Social Hall. We have had excellent programs, and enjoyed six brown bag lunches together, so now is the time for a 
more festive get-together! (The business meeting will be BRIEF!) 

Donna Hollis, the Inspired Chef, will cater the luncheon again this year. Reservations are being taken, with payment of $18 (same 
as last year). They may be mailed to Alliance at BUC, 38651 Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304. After mid-
May, we will have a table during coffee hours to take reservations. The deadline for reservations is June 1. Checks should be made 
out to BUC Alliance. 

This will be a time for socializing with our BUC friends before the summer break. Everyone is invited! We hope to see you with us, 
so come for the fun! Questions? Contact Dorothy Prier (248) 288-9310 or Tony Hardesty (248) 310-2500. Cheers! 

May 6 – Spiritual Conversations; Poetry and Reflection 

This month the group will be looking at poems and prose about people with disabilities, about a sense of belonging and of 
coming home.  Feel free to bring a poem or short piece of prose related to this topic or to anything that moves your spirit.  We 
reflect on the topic together and then share poems we have brought.  We are interested in what moves us, what we wrestle with, 
who we are as UUs. 

May 20  – Journal Writing as a Spiritual Quest 

This group spends time writing together.  We will continue our use of the book Life’s Companion;  Journal Writing as a Spiritual 
Quest by Christina Baldwin.  The book can be ordered on Amazon, though it is not necessary to own the book to participate in 
the group.  The group is always open to beginners and pros alike.  Sharing is always optional.  Bring your journal, a pen and a 
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Reflections by the 
Rev. Dr. Kathy 

Hurt 

Of all the seven principles, 
my favorite is number 
four, in which we commit 
ourselves to "a free and 
responsible search for 
truth and 
meaning."  Coming from a 
church background where 
the spiritual journey ended 
with a personal salvation 

experience, I find the prospect of ongoing discovery invited 
by this principle exciting.  Arduous, yes, and requiring a 
lifetime of searching on my part, but nonetheless a kind of 
call to make of my journey an adventure that never 
ends.  The following poem captures what it might mean to 
be a spiritual seeker all life long: 
 
I am the seeker 
Always moving, pressing out into the darkness 
                       that lies within and without, 
Turning corners with my breath held, 
Prepared to be dazzled by the vision 
                       that is almost there 
But not yet, 
Just beyond my grasp, 
So close that it brushes across my yearning fingers 
                      and then flies, 
And my hand closes on emptiness. 
 
I step out again on the invisible path, 
Still searching, unable to stop, 
                       For once I did find it, 
                       Tasted once, saw in a flash, 
                       Hear it in the space between two heartbeats-- 
I found, and now I seek forever. 
 
In faith, hope, and love, 
Kathy 

“Why do I volunteer? 

I am a student of personality theory. In nearly every paradigm I’ve 
studied, I fall into a type or category that likes to help and is “glad to 
be of use.” And, as an introvert, I’m 
more comfortable in a social setting if I 
have a job, so I’ll often find something 
to do even if I’m not officially a 
volunteer at an event. 

BUC has given me wonderful 
opportunities to help—and to get to 
know great people in the process—over 
the 30 years I’ve been attending. In my 
early years at the church, I taught RE, 
volunteered at Rummage, and 
coordinated the sign-up for one of our 
early photo directories. More recently, 
I’ve had the good fortune to be the 
choir librarian and to sing alto in the choir. I’ve been involved with 
the last two auction committees, which felt like volunteer fun more 
than volunteer work. I also enjoy helping with recycling and event 
photography as needed. 

I look forward to many more opportunities to volunteer in our 
beloved community, and I’m honored by this recognition from a 
community with so many fine volunteers. Thank you!” ~ Amy 
Smalley 

Volunteer of the Month:  
Amy Smalley 

1. The Services Auction generated donations of $300 for new locksets 
for the classrooms (security and ADA-compliance) as well as a 
designated gift towards a new lockset for the Commons restroom 
(ADA-compliance). To date the Lower Level classrooms all have the 
new locksets, as does the Commons. 

2. From the Services Auction we received $340 for chairs in the Social 
Hall. We are currently evaluating various options for new replacements 
or an entirely new set of chairs. More to come. 

3. Our recent AED campaign has raised through the sales of "Hearts" 
and several special contributions enough funds for two AED devices! 
We are in the process of ordering them for placement in the Pavilion 
and Foyer areas; however delivery is not expected for several months 
(end of summer?). – Jim Shettel, Church Administrator 

Update from BUC’s Front Desk: 
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MusicMusic & Art & Art  

BUC Music is rich and exciting this spring. We received lots of 
comments about how much folks enjoyed our stories for the 
March 24th Hymn Sing on Daffodil Sunday—Many of you 
enjoyed the group singing and the service which culminated in 
our circle of love where we were encouraged to "love one 
another". Easter services married tradition and contemplation 
as Rudolfs played the majestic "organ" and the double choir 
surrounded the sanctuary. Thanks to guest musician Brian 
Schandevel for joining in on our Earth Day services with his 
drumming. Our Kids Choir has been preparing for May 5th, a 
Teacher Appreciation song, and later in May they will join the 
adults in the Chalice Choir for Choir Sunday services.  

The Chalice Choir is steadily preparing for their services on 
May 19th, "Playing is Praying" where they will share stories and 
songs about how remembering our child-hood selves can re-
awaken our spirits.  We will endeavor to inspire you to look at 
the world with awe and wonder once again.  The Chalice Choir 
will be helped with a choral clinic from Dr. Joseph Daniel on 
May 4th and a big rehearsal on May 18th to refine their songs 
and their presentation.  

The Teen Choir will begin preparing a song for ROPE Sunday 
very soon, so please look for emails to that effect.  Emily Arnold 
(and sometimes her brother, Ian) has been the BUC Choir's 
loving, devoted babysitter for a couple of years now.  Thank 
you, Emily!  Any ideas or suggestions for music at BUC?  Write 
us (choir-related stuff to Abha; all other aspects to Steven). 
abha.dearing@bucmi.org or steven.dearing@bucmi.org  

Chalice Choir 

Teen Choir 

By Ann Amenta, BUC Art Committee Member 

This question, for me, is very easy to answer. 

It was  just a few weeks after 9/11 that I first visited 
BUC.  The world was in turmoil,  as was my personal world. I 
had a strong need to find a peaceful place to come to terms 
with my life and myself. As a long time member of Cedar 
Lane Church in Bethesda, Maryland, I was hoping to find a 
church with a similar atmosphere in my new Michigan 
home.  It would need to have a varied, liberal congregation, 
good music and love and respect for nature and art. 

As I approached Minoru Yamasaki's open design for BUC I 
was struck first by the inclusion of the surrounding 
property.  At Cedar Lane the structure is nestled in a large 
pine forest and it just seemed to belong there.   From BUC's 
simple open entrance, and then slowly descending down the 
wide stairway enhanced by paintings and the gardens visible 
through the very large windows to the Pavilion. I felt myself 
transitioning into a calm meditative state.  later when I read 
about Yamasaki I came to understand that he designed in 
serenity.  He was very influenced by his early life in Japan 
where he himself experienced leaving the bustle of Tokyo 
when he entered the quiet serenity of a temple.  He left the 
business of the world outside. At BUC this takes one inward 
toward spirituality, 

So naturally, I became a member and often remember my first 
visit..........and think of the irony that he also was the designer 
of the World Trade Center.  Timidly , I joined the Art 
Committee---feeling inadequate, because of my limited 
knowledge and I've never stopped learning.  It has been a 
wonderful growth experience.  Sometimes, challenging work --
-talented, interesting people----lots of excellent art----and some, 
not so.  We all need art, to allow ourselves see as we did when 
we were born and 
everything was 
new to us. Don't 
you think it might 
be fun to try 
something new? 

Why Do We Have 
Artist’s Shows @ BUC? 
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Rites Rites of passage along life’s journey are common in many 
cultures and religions.  Child dedications, services of union, 
and memorials mark “big” moments in the journey, but at 
BUC, we also recognize some important transitions in our 
young people.  Coming of Age is celebrated at BUC with the 
Rite of Passage Experience (ROPE) year for our 13 & 14 year-
old youth, culminating in the ROPE service at which they will 
present their personal credos.  The passage into young 
adulthood is celebrated at the end of the high school senior 
year with a Bridging ceremony.  We ask the graduating seniors 
to give a brief, thoughtful statement concerning their past and 
future.  Both ceremonies mark very important transitions in 
the lives of our youth.  With the support of the congregation, 
they will be especially meaningful and memorable.  Please join 
us!  

ROPE Sunday: June 2nd, 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. 

Bridging Ceremony: June 16th, 10:30 a.m. (Begin Summer 
Single Service Schedule) 

The 6th and 7th graders, under teachers Debbie Fordree, Scott 
Farrar, and Steve Lorey, will finish their study of mainstream 
Protestant religion in May.  This will be followed on May 19 
by a look back over the year and a welcome to the 5th graders 
who will are moving into the youth program.  We hope to 
achieve one final UFO (Unitarian Friendship Organization) 
event before the end of the church year—watch your inboxes 
for details! 

May’s Sunday morning High School class will continue with 
the Relationship Boundaries workshops, exploring the feelings 
and behaviors that quietly guide our lives. The youth will also 
discuss their vision of what Sunday mornings “might be” in 
2013-14.   

GUUSH (Great Unitarian Universalist Senior High) will focus 
on end-of-year events: the Rummage sleepover on May 3; the 
Heartland District Bridging Con May 17-19 at Thomas 
Jefferson UU Church in Louisville; a possible car wash; high 
school bridging and the GUUSH-ROPE picnic on June 2; and 
the annual Cedar Point trip on a June date to be decided.  All 
high school youth are welcome to join us for the GUUSH 
meetings on May 12th and June 2, 6:30 to 8 p.m.   

Questions about Youth RE can be addressed to Kimery 
Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org 

Youth Ceremonies 

The 8th grade ROPE (Rite of Passage Experience) group made their 
annual journey to Boston last week.  Eight 8th graders, two advisors, 
and one staff member left Detroit on Thursday afternoon (thank you 
parent drivers to the airport).  We arrived in Boston during rush 
hour and experienced the sardine train ride up to Malden.   In the 
church parking lot, we discovered the space was being rented out to a 
Hollywood movie company.  Naturally, the kids wanted to see the 
stars (you’ll have to ask the kids who was in the movie).  
Unfortunately, the director (of Silver Linings Playbook) was not 
looking for extras.   

The next morning, we got a call from Michigan telling us that Boston 
was in lockdown mode.  The two bombers had resurfaced late 
Thursday and one was still at large somewhere in Watertown.  
Malden was far enough North of Boston that we had no fear of 
being affected by the search. However, we did need to change our 
plans cancelling our scheduled Boston tours.  We decided to head 
north to Salem for the day, but with no trains, buses, or taxis, how 
could we get there?  We went out to breakfast and a kind policeman, 
overhearing our plight, came up with the answer.  We rented a local 
ten seat van and driver and were dropped us off in Salem for the day. 
Salem is a great walking city and we heard the story of the witch 
trails, saw the House of Seven Gables, and ate at a local restaurant. 

The Church had a potluck for us in the evening.  They were amazed 
that we had eight 8th graders.  
During dinner, they collected 
a donation that paid for part 
of our unexpected van 
expense. Using our cell 
phones, we heard the news of 
the bomber being caught and 
heard the cheers of those 
lining the streets of Boston.   

Friday we spent in Boston. 
The guardian of Kings 
Chapel (see picture) gave us a 
private tour!  The history was amazing and we got to tour the crypt in 
the basement (yep, we saw bones We also visited the Aquarium.  

The next day, we found out our hero Kimery Campbell had 
contacted Lisa Presley at our Heartland District to see if we could get 
into the UUA for a tour.  We were invited by the Vice President to 
come take a tour on the way to the airport we enjoyed a comforting, 
calming service at First UU and bid our good-byes and thanks. 

The UUA tour was the favorite for some of our 8th graders.  The 
UUA board was in session but took a break to come out and meet 
us.  They brought us cookies and a former BUC member now 
minister (Eric Carlson) introduced himself.  We were allowed to go 
up on the roof of the UUA building and look at Boston from above.  
From there it was on to the airport and home to another group of 
parent drivers.  It was an eventful trip. This group of 8th graders were 
real troopers that BUC can be proud to call our own. 

Pamela McAlpin, Staff/Chaperone 

 Youth Religious Education 

ROPE Goes to Boston 
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Please join us to plant trees 
again this year. Tools are 

provided. Planting occurs from 9:00AM to 1:00 PM both Saturdays. This donation is for your time 
only, no money is solicited. Social Hall sign up after Service is available in April and May, or 
contact me directly. Volunteers will be given a written description of how to plant a tree, a site 
location and map, and specifics on what to bring. I will coordinate your efforts, and tie us together 
as a group. BUC youth groups, Small Group Fellowship Groups, and new BUC members have a 
wonderful opportunity to contribute here. I have invited all nearby UU’s from Ann Arbor to 
Detroit to join us. Please Save the Date! Pictured at right, John Crissman and son, Johnny planting 
a tree in 2012. Coordinator Paul Plante (pplante@twmi.rr.com), Tele. 734-464-1577 

The Board of Trustees has approved a petition policy presented by the Service & Justice program.  Key points of the policy include: 

• The petition must be sponsored by a BUC member in good standing. 
• The BUC sponsor will submit a request to the minister expressing the nature and intent of the petition.  The minister will review 

the petition request with the Service & Justice chair and obtain other input as needed. A written acceptance or denial of a petition 
request will be granted to the requestor in no more than three weeks from the day it is received from the submitter. 

• Acceptance of a petition request does not imply endorsement of the stated position by BUC.  It is an approval for an individual or 
group to present the petition on church property for consideration by the congregation and visitors. 

• The BUC sponsor will set up a table in the social hall at which the petition is available during social hour following Sunday 
services.  The sponsor may be accompanied by others who will discuss the topic with congregants and answer questions, who are 
not required to be BUC members. 

• Petitioners will not approach people in the social hall or elsewhere on church property.  Congregants and visitors may voluntarily 
approach the table and engage in a discussion about the topic and/or sign the petition. 

Rummage – Not Just a Church Fundraiser 

As this newsletter “goes to press,” many volunteers are preparing goods for the spring 
rummage sale.  It’s a bi-annual fundraiser and a great opportunity to meet other members 
of the congregation.  Do you ever think of it as a community service?  By donating gently 
used goods, we provide low-cost merchandise for others in the community to purchase.  For 
some shoppers, rummage sales are the only affordable source of such goods.  For others, it’s 
a chance to make further use of an existing item rather than buying new, which conserves 
resources, or to find a unique treasure.  For volunteers, it’s an opportunity to interact with 
people from the community; to make them feel welcome and appreciated.  During the clean-up phase, unsold items are donated to 
several organizations who serve the wider community.  We also send items such as bags, boxes, and hangers for recycling.  Our 
recycling program has widened to include paper, metal, clothing and other textiles that cannot be sold, (and velvet paintings…) which 
people can bring during rummage intake.  

Fifty percent of each Sunday’s plate collection is donated to an organization that serves the wider community. Donations in May will 

be placed in a fund to support the BUC GUUSH group’s social action program for the next year.  While the youth do earn money to 
pay expenses for their volunteer work, this fund will enable them to provide additional support to the organizations they are serving. 
The fund will be used with approval by the Director of RE for Youth and will be administered through BUC’s established financial 
practices. The Plate Collection committee is accepting applications for recipients for the third quarter of 2013. Applications may be 
submitted at www.bucmi.org. Click the “Give” tab, then “Plate Collection Application.” This is a great way to introduce BUC to 
organizations that are in need of our support. 

Service & Justice 

Greening of Detroit: May 11 & 18 

BUC’s Plate Collection 

Petition Policy Approved by the Board 
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MAMA’s Coffeehouse Celebrates its 20 
Anniversary with a Concert to Benefit  

Forgotten Harvest! 
On Saturday, May 18, MAMA'S Coffeehouse will celebrate 20 years of fine acoustic music concerts 
at Birmingham Unitarian Church.  Though MAMA's often presents nationally touring 
performers, this show will feature no less than five stellar Michigan acts, all of whom are donating 
their services.  All proceeds from the show will benefit Forgotten Harvest, a local organization 
devoted to reducing both waste and hunger by "harvesting" surplus food 
headed for the landfill and donating it to people in need. 

MAMA's Coffeehouse presented its first show in May, 1993.  The name 
MAMA's is an acronym for Michigan Acoustic Musicians' Alliance, 
which was the brainchild of Dave Walker, a local singer-songwriter and 
a member of Birmingham Unitarian Church.  He, along with a small 
group of volunteers, established a monthly concert series presenting 
nine shows annually, September through May. 

Dave Walker and his family relocated to Washington state in the late '90s and leadership 
of the series passed first to Janet Hailey, then to Will Danforth, then finally in 2001 to 
Jim Bizer, who has been shepherding the series ever since.  Over these twenty years, 
attendance has grown significantly and performers from all across the country have 
graced the MAMA's stage.  The local community of folk/acoustic music fans have made 
MAMA's Coffeehouse a thriving social gathering as well as a haven for practitioners of 
folk and related musical styles. 

In addition to supporting acoustic music and acoustic musicians, MAMA's is also proud 
of its charitable efforts.  Beginning with the 10th anniversary in 2003 and continuing 
with its 15th in 2008, MAMA'S has donated funds to worthy, often local, charities.  The 
20th anniversary celebration will be no exception, with all proceeds going to Forgotten 
Harvest. 

The show will feature folksinger/songwriter Joel Mabus, Celtic family quartet 
Finvarra's Wren, the clever jazz/folk of Dick Siegel, the young musical wunderkinds 
Cats & the Fiddler (all grown up at age 18) and the high-energy vocal trio Floyd King 
& the Bushwackers.  "It will be a real mishmash of different musical styles, a good 
example of the breadth and variety of music that you can find here at MAMA's 
Coffeehouse", says Jim Bizer.  "All of them are terrific and they'll all be on the same 
stage on the same night."  The 
entire proceedings will be 
captured on video and audio 
by members of the Motion 
Picture Institute. 

The concert will take place at Birmingham Unitarian Church Admission $15, 
$13 student/senior (tickets available at door only.)  Concert begins at 8:00 PM; 
doors open at 7:00, with a MAMA's volunteer staff open mic beginning at 
7:30.  For more information, visit www.mamascoffeehouse.org or call 248-569-
0965. 
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Your Board of Trustees meets on the 3rd Monday of each 
month. Here are a few developments from recent meetings: 

! The board approved a policy on the circulation of petitions 
on the BUC grounds. Here are the essentials: Petitions 
must be sponsored by a BUC member in good standing 
and approved by the minister and social justice chair with 
the advice of other members of BUC. Acceptance of a 
petition will not imply endorsement by BUC. Petitions will 
be presented at a table in the Social Hall with appropriate 
signage. Non-members of BUC who may staff a petition 
table will be identified with name tags. Petitioners may not 
accost BUC members in the Social Hall. If a BUC member 
chooses not to sign a petition, petitioners will not press the 
point. 

! The board has been discussing the financing of upcoming 
improvement and rehabilitation to the BUC building and 
campus to keep our community space welcoming, safe, 
attractive, and efficient. At the April meeting, the board 
discussed the use of a mortgage to be repaid through a 
Capital Campaign, the use of Church Bonds that pay a 
fixed interest rate, or a hybrid of the 2 strategies. 

! Two Ad Hoc teams have been consulting with congregants, 
church leadership and staff to craft a new Vision statement 
and update the Strategic Plan for BUC’s future 
development. Their findings will be reported to the board 
and membership in late spring or early summer and 
incorporated into the strategy for rehabilitation and 
improvement of the BUC campus. 

! Please let the board of trustees know your thoughts and 
concerns on any issue that is part of your experience at 
BUC. Board members are: Eric 
Sargent, Lisa Demian, John 
Hammer, David Graham, 
Sylvia Whitmer, Marilyn Mast, 
and Ian and Emily Arnold, 
Dick Cantley, and Barbara 
Woolf. 

Eric Sargent, President, BUC 

Board of Trustees 
Connections  
April 2013 

BUC volunteers and supports The Welcome Inn Homeless 
Center. This benefit performance is a great way to contribute to 
a worthy cause AND have an evening of entertainment.   

Tickets available for the benefit performance of Monty 
Python's "Spamalot"  for the Welcome Inn Homeless Center at 
the South Oakland Citizens for the Homeless (SOCH) office. 
The office is open Wednesdays, 10:00 am till 3:00 pm. 

If you would like to pick up packs of 10 tickets to sell, the 
general admission tickets are $20 each, checks made payable to 
SOCH. You may bring  the ticket receipts to the benefit along 
with any unsold tickets 

The performance will be held Wednesday, May 29, 8:30pm at 
the St. Dunstan's Theater Guild of Cranbrook. Located at 400 
Lone Pine Rd. Bloomfield Hills. There will be a Tea Reception 
at 7:30, featuring four different teas and a variety of sweets. 

Thank you for any assistance you may be able to provide with 
the "Spamalot” fundraiser. 

South Oakland Citizens for the Homeless is a 501 (c) 3 
organization. 
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Lisa Haysmer, LMSW 
Psychotherapist 
 
www.lhaysmertherapy.com 
lisahaysmer@gmail.com 
 
100 W. Big Beaver, Suite 200 
Troy, MI 48084 
(586) 265-08036 
 
Counseling Services to Meet Your Needs 
Psychotherapy for adolescents, adults and couples 
 
Specializing in: 

• Depression 
• Anxiety 
• Self-esteem Issues 
• Relationship Issues 
• Stress Management 
• Grief and Loss 

 
There is no greater investment than in yourself.  Call 
for an appointment today 
 

 

If you have an extra vehicle that you have been 
considering donating, please call Charity 

Motors, Inc. Car Donation Program and tell 
them you want to donation your vehicle and 

designate the proceeds to “Birmingham 
Unitarian Church”. 

 

You will receive a tax deduction while helping 
our Church! 

 

Call Charity Motors, Inc. at (888) 908-CARS. 



 

 

38651 Woodward Ave 
Bloomfield Hills, MI48304 

 

Birmingham Unitarian Church 
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