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Our mission is to create a free and 
welcoming religious community 
that encourages lives of integrity 

service, learning and joy. 

Upcoming Services 

Stewardship @ BUC 
Thank you to all the folks who have turned in their 
financial commitment pledge. It is very appreciated! If 
you haven’t turned in your pledge yet, please take a 
moment, go to our website at www.bucmi.org click on the 
“Give” tab and fill out a 2013 pledge form online. It only 
takes a few minutes and we can move forward with our 
budgeting process for the coming 
year. Thank you for your 
support – BUC couldn’t do 
what we do without the 
financial help from so many 
generous donors. 

Our worship services this month focus on the myriad facets of the 
experience of receiving, how we respond to those gifts and situations 
that come our way unexpectedly, sometimes undeservedly, and not 
always in the form we had hoped for. 

4 “Saviors, Satans, and Political Candidates” With the election 
just two days away, as feelings run high and the divisions between 
candidates seem almost unbearably wide, Kathy and Worship Associate 
Frank Arvan reflect on the choices we are given at election time and the 
ways in which candidates shape themselves to our desires, and vice 
versa.  Is it even possible to approach an election in a spirit of open 
receptivity, a willingness to be persuaded to a new outlook? 

The Chalice Choir will be singing The Road Not Taken by Randall 
Thompson, poetry of Robert Frost – many folks know and love this 
song about making the right decision, no matter what and we’ll be 
singing Swimming to the Other Side. 

11 “Will and Grace” Not just the name of a popular television 
sitcom, the phrase refers to a longstanding paradox in spiritual thought.  
How much of our experience is the result of our own actions, and how 
much is beyond our control?  Kathy and Worship Associate Peggy 
Woehrlen wrestle with this paradox, looking for the ways in which our 
methods of control of our lives help us, harm us, and sometimes 
support our spiritual growth.  

18 “Blessing" In preparation for Thanksgiving celebrations, Kathy 
and Lifespan Team Member Pamela McAlpin lead a service focused on 
blessings, especially those that come our way in disguise. RE Youth will 
be singing during the service. 

28 “When Giving Becomes Receiving” BUC has long been 
engaged in service to our Pontiac neighbors through the Whitmer 
Human Resource Center. Ilene Beninson, Worship Associate Sara 
Constantakis, and BUC volunteers offer reflections on their experience 
of outreach in Pontiac, what we have done and where we might go next. 

Mark Your Calendars 
No Nov. 2 FFFF – 
shifted to Dec. 7 

December Dates: 
 Dec. 7 Friday Food 

Faith Fellowship 
6:15 Potluck 

 Dec. 16 Candy 
Cane Sunday: Kids 
K-5 come dressed 
to get messy 
decorating cookies! 

 Dec. 23 Multi-Gen 
service with One 
Hour Orchestra 

 Dec. 30 New 
Year’s Eve 
SunDAY ONE 
SERVICE @ 
10:30 
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Connections: Joys & Sorrows 
To submit Joys and Sorrows for upcoming newsletters, please submit on 
our website newsletter submission form. 

Lucille McNaughton’s brother-in-law passed away on October 3. 
He had been deteriorating for a long time.  

Those who were active in BUC in the decade of the '60s may 
remember the mother of my children Mark Schwing and Cathryn 
Schwing.  Their mother, Joan Schwing passed away at 75 years of 
age on Sunday, October 14th, 2012.  She had a difficult life and 
spent many years in a care facility in Ann Arbor. 

Sally Crawford, grandmother to Cameron, Stuart and Madeleine 
Crawford died on Tuesday October 23. She suffered with 
Parkinson’s disease. Any thoughts of support welcome for the 
family and their grandpa who has had much loss in the last year. 

Mike McGillivray is joyful that he is able to walk again after 
successful surgery. 

Maurice Lefford’s older sister has incurable cancer and is 
undergoing palliative care. She is 91 years old and has had a good 
life. Maurice is joyful that he will be going to visit her for a week in 
England, with plans to see the theatrical version of “Top Hat.” 

Barb & Brian Schandevel’s son-in-law had a family tragedy, his 
brother committed suicide on October 7 at the age of 34. Please 
keep the family in your thoughts and prayers. 

Marcia Mahood’s uncle, John Redston, a member of First UU 
Church of Winnipeg, Manitoba died on October 11 after a long 
struggle with failing health. There is joy that his birth 79 years ago 
and the subsequent lack of baptism, led to four generations of 
UUs! 

Bruce Lipka underwent disc surgery to repair some damage in his 
neck on October 22. Please keep him in your thoughts. 

Dick Wiseman shares his joy and triumph in completing the 26.2 
Mile Free Press Marathon on October 21 after three and a half 
years of training… and he wasn’t the last one! 

Erika Hansinger & Kevin Van Houten celebrated twenty years of 
marriage on October 17. Congratulations! 

Kathleen Thomson has moved out of state. Her new address is 
801 Main Street, Apartment 209, La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601. 

Lynn Brown wishes to express her heartfelt thanks to the many 
BUC folks who remembered her, sending cards and letters at the 
passing of Hugh. Your thoughts and caring have been deeply 
appreciatefd. 

Our Newest Members 
Jim Lewis, Sarah Reynolds, Tom Raffel, Tessa Benziger and Matt 
Hermmann all signed the BUC Membership Book in October. 
WELCOME! You put names with faces (some pictures still to 
come) at our website www.bucmi.org in the “About” tab under 
“Meet Our Newest Members” 

Service Auction 2013 – Join the 
Fun (the planning is half of it!) 
The Services Auction committee will hold its first meeting for the 
Spring 2013 fundraiser on Sunday, November 4 beginning 
immediately after first service. We will meet in the Small 
Conference Room. This is a group who just likes to get the job 
done with energy, creativity and fun. The BUC Services Auction 
is a major fundraiser for BUC and is held biannually in the 
spring. 2011’s Motown Market was lots of fun.  Interested? Never 
been on a committee at BUC before? This is a great committee to 
start with since we meet for a very specific time frame. Please  
email Marcia Mahood with questions at 
marciamahood@gmail.com . Hope to see you at our first meeting 
on the 4th! 
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Grief Group – November 13th   

An open grief group meets the second Tuesday of each month 
from 6:30-7:30 in the large conference room.  Whether you 
have had a recent loss or one from a while ago---you are 
welcome in this group.  Dropping in for one meeting or 
coming every month is fine.  If you have questions, please 
contact  Grace Rising  at 248-219-9654 or gbrising@comcast.n 

No Fault Orchestra 

What is No Fault Orchestra? Sign up to be part of a group of 
band and orchestra musicians who have dusted off their high 
school instruments or just grabbed them from their lockers, 
and join us for a one-time opportunity each year. Music will be 
given out on Thanksgiving week-end. Sign up in the Social Hall 
after services or online under Music and Worship by 
November 18th. Rehearsal: Saturday, December 22 10:00-12:00 
Performance: Sunday, December 23 ONE SERVICE ONLY at 
10:30  
Questions to Pam at pam.mcalpin@bucmi.org 

Thanksgiving Potluck @ BUC 

No specific plans for the holiday? Don’t want to make a big dinner 
for just a few people? Looking for a alternative to traveling for the 
festivities? Come join us for a wonderful Thanksgiving Potluck at 
BUC. Carol Winslow will provide the fresh Amish turkey and each 
person attending brings a dish to pass. We begin at 5:00 and 
conclude sometime mid-evening. Sign up in the Social Hall following 
services on Sundays in November, or contact Carol at cwin@att.net 
or by phone: 248-398-1582. 

Service Auction Committee 

The Services Auction Committee will hold their first meeting for the 
Spring 2013 fundraiser on Sunday, November 4th beginning 
immediately after first service in the Small Conference Room. This is 
a group who just likes to get the job done with energy, creativity and 
fun! The BUC Services Auction is a major fundraiser for BUC and is 
held bi-annually in the spring. Interested? Intrigued? If you have 
questions, Marcia Mahood would love to talk to you! 
marciamahood@gmail.com   

Getting Involved: Affinity Groups, Film Buffs, Volunteering 

A Separation “The audience favorite at this year’s Berlin Film Festival, where it won the Grand Prize and acting awards for all four 
lead performers, A Separation is an Iranian Rashomon – a searing contemporary family drama that ingeniously morphs into a gripping 
thriller. Married couple Simin (Leila Hatami) and Nader (Peyman Moadi) manage to finally obtain coveted visas to leave Iran for a life 
in the United States, where Simin hopes to provide a more promising future to their 11-year-old daughter. But Nader isn’t comfortable 
abandoning his ailing father, so the couple embark on a trial separation to make their child’s new life possible. To help him care for the 
old man, Nader hires a deeply religious woman who takes the job unbeknownst to her husband; almost immediately there are 
complications, culminating in an unexpected incident that challenges our own perceptions of who (if anyone) is to blame, what really 
happened, and what the legal and moral implications may be. Brilliant and unforgettable.” -DFT Winter 2012 Film Guide.  

Snacks provided! For more information contact Larry Wisniewski at 248.569.0965 or by email: LJWinsiew@yahoo.com  

BUC Film Buffs: Friday, November 16, 7:00 p.m. 
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Reflections by the Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt 

“The%God%is%the%mirror%of%the%man.”%
–%Ludwig%Feuerbach%

I expect my values and ideals to 
shape me, to guide my development 
toward the better person I aspire to 
be.  The higher the value, the loftier 
the ideal, the more shaping power it 
has for my life.  Feuerbach’s 
observation suggests that the 
influence works both ways, that just 
as my God, my truths, my meanings, 

my values work to transform me, so are those same guiding ideas—
God, truth, meaning, values—transformed by me over time, 
mirroring who I am and what I am becoming.  This reflexive 
quality in the relationship between God/truth/meaning/value 
and oneself leaves me feeling a bit unsettled, since it denies the 
possibility of an absolute, fixed ideal toward which I move.  It also 
opens up the uneasy question of the extent to which my highest 
meanings are self-serving.  For all the high-minded rhetoric of 
politics, for all the holy teachings of different religions, in what 
ways do the values they advocate actually promote them, shore up 
their position, ensure their survival? 

Such a suspicion can serve me well, protecting against my 
becoming narrow-minded and unquestioning in whoever and 
whatever I choose to guide my life course.  However grand the 
God, however certain the truth, however sure the course of 
action, however profound the meaning, however lofty the value, 
my own influence is always in there, shaping my ideals to suit 
what I believe is best for me.  Hence the need to hold my own 
dearest beliefs lightly, and to be leery of urging others to believe as 
I believe.  Having a community where my absolutely true ideas are 
regularly challenged by others who hold very different absolutely 
true ideas is essential to keep me from forever wandering in my 
own little world where all I see reinforces my rightness. 

Faithfully, 

Kathy 

Spiritual Conversations 
The written and spoken word is central to our Unitarian-
Universalist faith.  And reflection is part of who we are as religious 
people.  This church year we will offer two groups that will focus 

Someone showed up for the November 1 book club, before 
several others of us arrived… and left. My apologies for running 
late – we had a cat emergency. Mutual two thumbs up for Where’d 
You Go Bernadette. 

Due to the holidays we won’t meet until January  which leaves 
plenty of time to tackle a great big book. January 24th we’ll discuss 
Cloud Atlas, by David Mitchell.  Extremely well reviewed, and now 
a major motion picture. Let’s tackle it. Make it a New Year’s 
resolution, but start on it now. Imagine the sense of 

accomplishment you’ll feel. 

“Cloud Atlas, from David Mitchell, 
the Booker Prize nominee, award-
winning writer and one of the 
featured authors in Granta’s “Best 
of Young British Novelists 2003” 
issue, comes his highly anticipated 
third novel, a work of mind-
bending imagination and scope.” 
Google Book Review. 

on themes having to do with spirit each month.   We will engage 
with themes that speak to our religious journey.  In each group 
we will be reading and writing pieces that will help illuminate 
spiritual and religious questions that relate to that month’s 
theme.   The groups will meet monthly at BUC from 7:00 – 8:30 
in the Blue Door classroom and will be facilitated by Penny 
Hackett-Evans.  You can feel free to drop in or attend one or both 
groups regularly. 

Spiritual Conversations; Reflection and Poetry - will meet on 
Monday Nov. 5 at 7:00 behind the Blue door.  You are invited to 
bring a poem that touches your heart -- and, if you have one, a 
poem related to our theme this month "receiving". 

Writing As Spiritual Practice - will 
meet on Monday Nov. 19 at 7:00 
behind the Blue door.  We will be 
writing about the monthly theme of 
"receiving".  Bring pen!and!paper.!

Drop-In Book Club 
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We will continue with our short TED-Talk Videos as a starting 
point for discussions of topics of general interest such as poverty 
and population growth. Each Sunday at 9:30, in our Large 
Conference Room, we invite everyone to drop in for a lively 
discussion. We will meet until at least Dec. 16th. Hope to see you 
there!” 

The discussion group expressed a wide range of opinions on 
psychic and paranormal phenomena that they had experienced 
personally. We then had a short business meeting at which we 
decided to try different formats for future dates.  The next 
meeting on Wed. 14 November at 10:30 PM in the large 
conference room will take the form of a TED video presentation 
by Hans Rosling titled "New Insights on Poverty", followed by a 
discussion by our group.  This presentation may be of interest to 
members of the church Social Justice community.  Please note 
that we will meet on the second Wed of November rather than 
the third (usual) Wed, due to the proximity of Thanksgiving Day 
on 21st. 

The group met on 16 Oct. and had a lively discussion and some 
simple exercises on Random Numbers. I was disappointed at the 
lack of lay people (non-scientists) in attendance.  We will all, 
sooner or later, fall into the clutches of the medical profession, 
and may be invited to participate in a medical research 
study.  What exactly might that involve? Come to our next 
session on Tuesday 20 November at 7:30 p.m. in the Large 
Conference Room and find out. 

An exploration and discussion of the big questions in our lives. 

Facilitated by Ben Bennett Carpenter & Kathleen Ivanoff, 
Thursdays from 7 p.m.-8:30 p.m., The first session was on Oct 
25, but feel free to join us for any or all of the remaining three 
on Nov. 1, Nov. 8, & Nov. 15, 2012 

After all, what is it all about?  This four-week exploration and 
discussion group ventures into the big questions in our 
lives.  With some inspiration from poets, scientists, filmmakers, 
and musicians, we’ll explore together questions that range from 

Discussion Groups @ BUC 

Science for Everyone 

Sacred & Profane 

Sunday Morning Book Discussion 

 What’s It All About?  

the nature of human existence in the cosmos to why it is each one 
of us gets out of bed in the morning.  Through short writings and 
discussions, we will ponder questions like the following: 

o What comes to mind for you if you are asked, “What’s it 
all about?” 

o What are some main sources of inspiration or reference 
for you as you live your life? 

o How do you think about “it all” – in terms of a picture, 
theory, story, or something else? 

o How would you describe your place in the 
universe?  How about your place in society? 

o If you could change things, what would you change -- & 
what would you keep the same? 

o How would you describe what makes people “tick”? 
o What or who defines you and how?  How do you define 

your self? 

The group is open to those who’ve 
never pondered such questions, 
those who’ve pondered them their 
whole lives, and anyone in-
between! $10 charge ($5 for 
students) per session. Questions 
may be directed to Ben at: 
bbennettcarpenter@gmail.com 
248 854 8340  

Ben Bennett-Carpenter's (www.benjaminbennettcarpenter.com) 
earned a PhD in religion & culture from the Catholic University 
of America, Washington DC, and more recently (2011), he 
completed an MA in clinical psychology at the Michigan School of 
Professional Psychology.  He teaches courses in writing & 
rhetoric, creativity, and integrative studies at Oakland University 
and has published in related areas.  He became affiliated with 
BUC in August 2011 and signed the membership book in January 
2012. 

Kathleen Ivanoff's (www.kathleenivanoff.com) formal education 
began in 1989 as one of a handful of people who gathered to 
study with Tibetan Master Kyabje Gelek Rimpoche, after he 
moved to Ann Arbor from India to teach Buddhism in the 
West.  Eventually she became the Program Director of Gelek 
Rimpoche’s organization, Jewel Heart, working to develop the 
core curriculum that is offered in Jewel Heart Centers 
Worldwide.  In 2007 Kathleen graduated from EMU's Graduate 
Program in Women and Gender Studies and began teaching 
creative writing courses at EMU.  In 2011 she graduated from the 
Michigan School of Professional Psychology (formerly The Center 
for Humanistic Studies) with a Master’s degree in Clinical 
Psychology.  She provides psychotherapy in Birmingham through 
Sollars and Associates and in Ann Arbor.!
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Service & Justice 
 The BUC Service & Justice program is working with MOSES to 

influence elected officials to pass legislation that would establish a 
Regional Transit Authority (RTA).  The RTA would oversee a 
proposed 110-mile rapid transit regional bus system that would 
operate much like a rail line, with specialized train-like wheeled 
vehicles with dedicated lanes.  They would run along Gratiot, 
Woodward, and Michigan avenues and M-59 and would connect 
to Ann Arbor and Detroit Metro Airport. 

This legislation has the support of Gov. Snyder, Detroit Mayor 
Bing, numerous elected officials and business owners, and federal 
government funding to build the system.  For federal funds to be 
released, Michigan officials must demonstrate that the system 
would be 
sustainable.  Creation 
of the RTA is an 
important step to 
make that 
happen.  The goal is 
to gain enough 
support in the 
Michigan House and 
Senate to pass this 
legislation before the 
end of the current 
2011-2012 legislative 
session. 

Why is this relevant to us at BUC?  Access to public 
transportation is a key enabler for many people in the region to 
have access to jobs, health care, schools, grocery stores, and other 
services necessary for a quality life.  It requires support from 
everyone in the region to make this possible. 

You might be thinking, “This has been tried before and it 
failed.”  However, people who have fought for this in the past 
believe that the right conditions exist to make this a real 
possibility at this time. Intrigued?  Want to learn more?  If so, 
contact Pat Hammer or Mary Jo Ebert.  You might also research 
“RTA Michigan” or Senate bills 909, 911, and 912. 

•November 4-11: BUC hosts the South Oakland Shelter (SOS). 
•November:  Holiday “Sponsor A Family” kick-off 

Upcoming Events 

BUC’s Plate Collection 

 

The November plate collection recipient is the Freedom House 
Refugee Resettlement program, which provides assistance with 
transportation to legal, medical and educational appointments for 
residents, all of whom are indigent political refugees. 

Applications for groups you wish the Plate Collection to consider, 
may be made online at our website www.bucmi.org under the 
“Give” tab, click on “Plate Collection Application” – the selections 
are made based on the organizations that you submit for 
consideration. This is a great way to introduce BUC to 
organizations that are in need of our support.  

Representatives from MOSES, several area churches (from 
BUC, Mary Jo Ebert, Pat Hammer, Ed Sharples & Annis 
Pratt), local businesses, and the Troy Chamber of Commerce 
met with Senator Pappageorge on October 29th to urge his 
support for approval of a RTA. 
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The RE staff would like to invite BUC's families to join us in 
volunteering at Gleaners Food Bank in Pontiac on Tuesday, 
November 6th.  The RE program has organized several volunteer 
trips to Gleaners in the past and it is a fast-paced and fun 
experience.  We are suggesting that families with K-5th grade kids 
come for the 9 –11:30 am shift and that the youth attend the 
12:30 – 2:30 pm shift.  Additional details have been sent to RE 
families via email.  Please contact eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org if 

you would like to participate or if you have further questions. 

Here is a brief outline of the Kindergarten-5th grade schedule 
through the holiday season: 

 Nov. 4th:  Moral Teachings workshops 

 Nov. 6th: K-5th grade volunteer opportunity at Gleaners 
Food Bank in Pontiac 

 Nov. 11th: Moral Teachings workshops 

 Nov. 18th: Multi-Generational service (no K-12th grade 
RE classes/workshops) 

 Nov. 25th:  Holiday 
Happenings for 
Preschool – 5th grade 

Take Note Sundays in December: 

 Dec. 16th:  Candy Cane 
Sunday 

 Dec. 23rd:  Multi-
Generational Service with the No Fault Orchestra at 
10:30 a.m. ONLY (no Preschool–12th grade RE classes) 

 Dec. 24th: Two services:  5 p.m. (child-oriented) and 8 
p.m. 

 Dec. 30th:  New Year's service at 10:30 a.m. 

Please contact Eleanor McGuire, Children’s DRE, with any 
questions at: eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org 

In November, the 6 & 7 class will take a two-week look at Native 
American religions.  Guest Carey Wendell will share Black Elk 
Speaks with the class.  On November 4, the UFO youth group 
will gather after second service to bake cookies for our SOS 
guests.  Thanks to the Stroup, McGuire, and Lorey families for 

leading this project!  And there are lots of possibilities for other 
fun and service projects this year—please contact Kimery with your 
ideas. 

The joint OWL (Our Whole Lives) class, which includes youth 
from Northwest and Paint Creek UU Churches, as well as BUC, 
is going well under the direction of trained facilitators Dave 
Graham, Laura Hamrick, Max Kort, and Julie Stitt of Northwest 
UU Church.  Poinsettia sales begin on November 4!  Please help 
support the 8th grade Boston trip by ordering your holiday 
poinsettias from BUC.  See Poinsettia chair Julie Fream if you 
have questions. 

High School 

Have you been wondering what these “cons” are that youth keep 
mentioning?  Here’s your chance to find out!  On November 2, 
the high school youth will lead a con-style worship and workshop 
at the monthly Friday Food Faith, Fun and Fulfillment gathering 
in the BUC Commons.  (There will also be family bag skits as an 
alternative.) Please plan to join in the fun!  Then, on Nov. 10, the 
high school youth group, GUUSH (Great Unitarian Universalist 
Senior High), will prepare a spaghetti dinner for our SOS 
guests.  They will then join the guests for a movie followed by a 
GUUSH sleepover.  (Note: Youth who are staying overnight must 
have a signed permission slip.)  See Kimery for permission forms. 

If you are not receiving regular email updates about youth events, 
please send your contact information to Youth DRE Kimery 
Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org. 

Youth Religious Education 

Children’s Religious Education 

The BUC R.O.P.E. students (8th graders) are again selling 
wonderful poinsettias this holiday season! The annual Poinsettia 

Sale is one of several fund raisers we use to ensure all of the 
student can experience the annual R.O.P.E. trip to Boston. 

The plants are big and beautiful, florist quality poinsettias, 
available in Red, Pink, White, Burgundy, Jingle Bell, Marble or 
Peppermint (formerly know as Monet). Jingle Bell plants have a 
red "petal" dashed with creamy white and pink.  Marble plants 
have a pink "petal" with creamy white edges. Peppermint is a 
luscious blend of rose and pink speckles. All of the plants are truly 
gorgeous and 4 different sizes will be available. 

Plants are delivered to the church in early December. Large orders 
can be delivered upon request.  You can place your order at 
church in November by visiting the Scrip table in the social hall 
after either service. Orders can also be emailed to Julie Fream 
at jfream1@comcast.net.  Please call Julie Fream, 248-631-9449, 
for more information. 

Poinsettia Holiday Sale 2012 
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These are exciting times in Music at BUC. We are receiving 
submissions from our new pianist search, as we plan for someone 
musically diverse, helping us serve all our musical needs. We plan 

to have our person of choice 
in place for the New Year. 

Our new concert series 
SoundBites enters season 

number two, with its next show Dec. 8, featuring the Bernard 
Woma Percussion Trio. The trio will perform all authentic 
African music. We are also searching for a few energetic BUCers 
to help with setup, decor, tear down, etc. and interested folks 
should contact Steven atsteven.dearing@bucmi.org. 

We have our new tech upgrades implemented and working after a 
few tweaks. It was great to hear you all singing while the lyrics were 
projected on the screen. You made a mighty, and lovely noise! 

The Choirs at BUC have been up to lots of good this autumn 
season.  The BUC Chalice Choir welcomed a number of new 
singers and has been rehearsing for regular services. They have 
been singing some great choral literature that directly relates to 
our worship service themes. Thanks to all of our spirited singers 
and to you in the congregation who have taken time to email me 
or tell me how much you love their singing.  The Kids Choir has 
been singing their hearts out downstairs in the large classroom. 
They have been learning about rhythm, how to read music and 
how to sing with breath support and expression. They will be 
singing in church soon! Is your child between 5 and 11 years? 
Bring them to Kids Choir 10:35 till 11:10am and see if they enjoy 
it. 

Have you always wanted to sing the Hallelujah Chorus from 
Handel's "Messiah"? Have you sung it sometime in your life and 
would love to do it again? Now is your chance: the One Hour 
Messiah rehearsals will be held on Wednesdays, November 28th 
and December 5th from 8-9pm.  Come and learn the finale to the 
Messiah.  The BUC Chalice Choir will sing for both services on 
December 9th accompanied by a small orchestra of professional 
musicians.  For the end of each service, those of you who choose 
to be part of the One Hour Messiah Chorus will be invited to join 
in singing the "Hallelujah Chorus" to finish off each service.  We 
would LOVE to have your voice join us on this jubilant finale and 
you would have a blast, too. 

Meet BUC November Artist:  Joe Sim 
 Artist Reception Friday, November 16  
6:00-8:00 in the Gallery & Pavilion 

Chalice & Kids Choir 

Upcoming Music News 

Be part of the musical life at BUC. Email Abha or Steven. 
abha.dearing@bucmi.org and steven.dearing@bucmi.org  

“My recent work deals largely with abstract imagery drawn and 
painted on aluminum plates or in traditional watercolor form. For 
me the process has become like a new form of writing, one that 
reveals more about the world of the inner self than that of the 
pedestrian world. This collection came out of a long investigation 
of representational landscape and included are some of those 
more representational scenes as a reference point. 

The use of aluminum goes back to my days as a printmaker. After 
being told that it is a great painting surface, I started painting and 
then drawing on aluminum. There are qualities of the aluminum 
surface that allow for interesting watery effects. Water has always 
been a metaphor for the human unconscious; that which is 
“below the surface.” The subsequent work began to lose most 
obvious references to the natural world as I found new and 
surprising drawing and painting techniques to explore. This 
exploration led to the use of pattern instead of familiar landscape 
forms as a means to read visual forms across the surface of the 
artwork. The process became more like an act of writing revealing 
new personal insights and connections to other art traditions. 

Yet I still incorporate many formal aspects and descriptive 
qualities familiar in representational landscape. These patterns 
work as a visual field of similar forms although they are not all 
identical. The fields vary, appear to have subtle movement, and 
provide an unusual spatial experience. Colors are used to 
emphasize a sense of movement on the surface, making forms 
push and pull forward and back. The spatial qualities are largely 
the result of polishing the aluminum surface using a variety of 
techniques.”  
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BUC Volunteer of the Month: 
Tony Hardesty 

Once upon a time Life Magazine ran a series of world religions, 
including Unitarianism – which I had never heard of. But as I read 
on, it described me to a tee – thus I arrived at BUC the same year 
Bob Marshall did. Remember him? I could see that this church gave 
me an opportunity to satisfy all my passions. 

MAKING FRIENDS: The key is to volunteer. 
I’ve been a part of probably 75+ Rummage 
Sales at BUC – the world’s best place to meet 
people. One year my baby son in a buggy was 
mistaken for a doll and wheeled over to the toy 
department. He loves this story. Another time 
I opened a classroom door and asked, “Do you 
need any help?” Eventually I became the 
Director of Religious Education. Those were 
the days before the UUA made curriculum 
available! No Problem: We wrote our own. 

MUSIC: It took all my courage to join the 
choir. When I learned you didn’t have to audition I jumped right 
in. It was 35 years of pure pleasure. Dan Boyce was heavenly to work 
with. 

TRAVEL: Those were the days when the choir toured: Vienna, 
Frankfort, Prague, and England. Friendships and experiences from 
those trips have lasted forever. One of us left all her music in 
Germany – ME. 

HELPING OTHERS: I was part of the group that took “goodies” to 
patients in the locked wards at the Pontiac State Hospital monthly. 
I’ve worked each year when we host the South Oakland Shelter 
(SOS), and have been a member of the Plate Collection Committee 
helping to determine who will be recipients of those funds. I was 
also BUC bookkeeper and check writer for many years. Outside of 
BUC I was the Director of Troy People Concerned, worked for years 
at Hospice of Michigan and spent 18 years arranging Saturday 
lunches for the poor/homeless at First Baptist Church in Royal 
Oak. My best friend Joanne says I know every homeless person in 
Royal Oak. We meet them often at McDonalds where we have our 
morning diet coke and do our crossword puzzle.  

My advice to newcomers is, “Don’t be shy, volunteer, go to events 
and join committees.” My favorite quote that has been on my fridge 
for years is: “I am only one. But still I am one. I cannot do 
everything, but still I can do something. And because I cannot do 
everything I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.” 

I truly believe that you are either a giver or a taker and it is better to 
be a giver. 

Rummage Wrap-Up 

Another Rummage sale has come and gone and usually the 
November wrap-up article is all about thank yous and money.  
Those two items are important!  Thank you to everyone whose 
hard work made this semiannual fundraiser a reality: the 
donors of gently-used sale goods, the intake-ers, the sorters, the 

cooks, the layaway staff, the bookkeepers, the 
recyclers, the sales help, the silent auction mavens, 
the consolidators, the cleaner-uppers, and, above 
all, the Rummage Committee.  We are grateful to 
Sergeant Art Wargo, who has been our Rummage 
security officer for many years, to the Russell Street 
Deli for the delicious lunch they provided for our 
Wednesday work crew, to O’Keefe Associates for 
loaning us parking spots, and to the church staff 
for all their extra help. Together, all this hard work 
translated into a gross income of about $15,000! 

But, in addition to wrapping up the fall sale, the 
Rummage Committee would like to invite BUCers to join in 
looking ahead.  One of the things that increases our profits is 
donation of high value items that can be sold through the 
Silent Auction.  Not only do these bring in money for BUC, 
those high-value items make good tax deductions!  And for 
those who want to donate but can’t wait for Rummage, another 
option is to sell these “big” items on Craig’s List or eBay and 
donate the proceeds to BUC.  Another area of potential profit 
is identifying and selling vintage clothing items!  If you are 
knowledgeable in this field, please contact a Rummage 
Committee member. 

So, again, if you were one of the hundreds who helped make 
Rummage happen this year, thank you so much for your 
practical stewardship of our church.  And when you acquire 
your 2013 calendar, please turn to April 28 and write in big, 
bold letters RUMMAGE INTAKE BEGINS!  
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The upcoming Alliance meeting and program will be on Wednesday 
November 14 at noon NOT our usual third Wednesday – to avoid 
meeting the day before Thanksgiving. Everyone is cordially invited 
to attend. 

We will have our brown bag lunch at noon, which Alliance 
providing beverages and cookies. At about 1:00 we will have a very 
special program presented by BUCer John 
Hammer. He will give us a look at some of 
the plans proposed for re-landscaping our 
grounds at BUC. 

This project has been in process for several 
years, with specialists selected by a bidding 
process. Some of the plans have been on 
display earlier, so we’re having a closer look 
now. John is an architect with experience in this field. 

Wednesday, December 5 is the date for our holiday luncheon, a 
festive gathering to which everyone is invited. It will be at noon at 
the nearby Radisson Hotel, just up the road from BUC. 
Reservations forms, including your menu selections, will be 
available at the November 14 meeting and thereafter. This is a one-
of-a-kind traditional event Alliance Sponsors each year for BUCers. 

In 2013 we will be back on our third Wednesday schedule. On 
January 16 we will have a program by Common Ground following 
our brown bag lunch. 

We hope to see you on November 14 and December 5! 

BUC Alliance 

Good news for BUCers who buy groceries!  In addition to 
offering our current Scrip Rebate program as a way to help 
BUC when you shop, we have added Kroger and Hollywood 
Rewards programs to our list.   

BUC is now a member of the Kroger Community Rewards 
program.  To participate, register your Kroger Plus card at 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  Once you have registered 
yourself, you will receive a confirmatory email message.  Follow 
the link in the email to sign up for BUC’s program using our 
non-profit enrollment number: 91407.  Please note that this is a 
2 – step process.  You must first enroll online at the Kroger 
website AND follow up with the link in the email that you 
receive from Kroger to choose BUC as your Kroger Community 
Awards Organization.  Please be sure to use the number 91407 
when searching for BUC as Kroger has BUC misspelled in their 
system. It then takes Kroger 7 – 10 days to process your 
registration.  After that just shop as you usually would and 
when the cashier swipes your Kroger Plus Shopper’s Card to 
give you the sale price on your items, that sale automatically 
benefits BUC.  

In addition, we also have paper gift certificates in $10 and $20 
denominations available for Hollywood Markets, with stores in 
Royal Oak, Troy, Bloomfield, Rochester Hills, Madison 
Heights, Lake Orion, and Shelby Township.   Please stop at the 
Sunday morning Scrip table to pick up a supply of certificates 
before you head to Hollywood to shop.  Need different 
denominations or a large dollar amount of gift certificates?  You 
may pre-order Hollywood Certificates for delivery on Sunday in 

Kroger Cards, Hollywood 
Markets, and SCRIP, Oh My! 

Shopping Cart Fundraising Program Expands 

$5, $10, $20, $50 or $100 denominations.  Contact Kim Ruiz 
with the denomination and amounts that you would like at 
kim.ruiz@bucmi.org.  

And don’t forget about Scrip!  Plan ahead now for 
Thanksgiving and other holiday shopping.   Whether you are 
buying cards for gift-giving, home decoration, travel, or your 
own purchases, you can make a selection from our stock of 
cash and carry cards or order from our long list of merchants.  
Check out our newest additions to the Scrip family: American 
Girl and Oriental Trading Company!  If you have any 
questions about Kroger, Hollywood or Scrip, please contact 
Scrip coordinator Kimery Campbell at 
kimery.campbell@bucmi.org or kim.ruiz@bucmi.org 



 

 
11 

BIRMINGHAM UNITARIAN CHURCH NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 2012 

SEEKING TENANT:  

 

Room and private bath, garage space, laundry, 
in Bloomfield Township.  $500 monthly; 248-
299-0462  
 

Paid 
Advertisements Sacred Wave Gong 

Immersions 
Presents: 

“Riding the Light Wave” 
 

This is an illuminating, meditative, sound healing 
experience 

in the Birmingham Unitarian Church Commons 

November  16th 7:30 pm to 9 pm One hour Gong 
Immersion   

Bring more padding than you think you will need 
to lay comfortably on the floor for an hour and a 
bottle of water. Afterward, we will offer tea and 
time to share for those interested. Fee $25 and 
10% of the proceeds will go to South Oakland 
Shelter  Space is limited so please contact us at: 

248.721.7094 (Christopher) or 248.390.6227 
(Carol) to make your reservation or to learn more 
about us. 

You may also check us out at Sacred Wave Gong 
Immersions on Facebook and Youtube 

Interested in advertising in our newsletter? Space is 
limited and dependent upon availability. Cost is 
$25 for a quarter page advertisement. Contact the 
editor, Lisa Crawford at lisa.crawford@bucmi.org  

“Tackles an intimidating topic head on, and does so in 
an unforgettable manner.  Five Stars.”-Dubious Disciple 
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