
	

	

	

Sunday,	December	4	
Decorate	Cookies,	
Create	Wrapping	
Paper	and	Nourish	
Your	Holiday	Spirit	

Everyone is invited to join us in the Hodas 
Family Hall following the service to stay 
for cookie decorating, wrapping paper 
creation, and holiday card making. 
Warning: may cause heart fullness, 
followed by copious amounts of cheer. 
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04			 Christmas is the one holiday in 

which we talk about sensing 
the presence of some sort of 
“spirit,” in us, in others, in our 
surroundings.  We know when 
we have the Christmas spirit; 
we know when it is missing, 
and we may talk of needing to 
get the Christmas spirit.  What 
is this feeling or spirit?  Join in 
exploring this with Kathy, 
Worship Associate Kelly 
Taylor, and the BUC Sound 
Messengers 

!
Birmingham Unitarian Church 
A UN ITAR IAN UN IVERSAL IST  CONGREGAT ION 

Christmas	Eve	
5:00	p.m.	
8:00	p.m.	

The service at 5:00 p.m. is geared 
toward younger children.  

The 8:00 p.m. service will feature 
readings and reflections on the theme 
of hope, including a variety of choral 
and instrumental music, and a candle 
lighting ceremony.  

There is no childcare provided on 
Christmas Eve — children of all ages 

are welcome to celebrate in the 
Sanctuary. 

SERVICES		10:30	a.m.*	

11	 The Chalice Choir will 
perform Conrad Susa’s “Carols 
and Lullabies” a lovely 
collection of traditional folk 
carols in Spanish and English 
that evoke the wonder, joy, 
anticipation, and awe we feel at 
this time of year.  Featuring 
our BUC choir led by Abha 
Dearing with accompaniment 
of Lynn Koch (marimba), 
Kerstin Allvin (harp) and 
Steven Dearing (classical 
guitar). 

18	 An intergenerational service 
with stories and holiday music, 
provided by BUC’s annual No-
Fault Orchestra.  Rev. Dr. 
Kathy Hurt, and our Directors 
of Religious Education Eleanor 
McGuire, and Kimery 
Campbell will lead the service. 
Pam McAlpin will conduct the 
orchestra. 

*25	  NO CHURCH SERVICE 
CHRISTMAS MORNING	

12/4	“There’s	a	Feeling	in	the	Air”	

12/11	“Carols	&	Lullabies”	 12/18	Intergenerational	Service!	

01	 Join us New Year’s Day for a 
service of reflection and 
renewal led by Worship 
Associate Paul Vachon 	
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“Well, it got seriously postponed, but we did leave Michigan.  Don’t know if word 
ever got as far as BUC, but on the day the moving van was to take all our 
belongings from Farmington Hills to Walnut Creek, CA, instead John had 
emergency quadruple bypass surgery at Beaumont/Royal Oak. John is recovering 
steadily, though slowly (as is the case with open-heart surgery). We are both 
committed to becoming much more fit, and now we’ll have time for it. 

Best news: we became members last Sunday of the Mt. Diablo U.U. Church in 
Walnut Creek, a vibrantly inclusive, social-justice oriented congregation of 485 
people, with a fine minister.  There are also about 60 UU members who live at 
Rossmoor (our housing community), and have their own monthly meeting here.  

Bright wishes to all at BUC. (Remember us once in awhile when you light the 
chalice John made.)” -- Susie Symons and John Glick 

Cindy and Paul Goldman’s grandson Zachary is in the hospital following an 
accident. He may lose one of his eyes. Please keep them in your thoughts and 
prayers. 

Wendi Corteville’s mom had surgery in November. Please pray for no cancer and a 
quick recovery. 

Ashby and Alex Woolf’s father (Barbara’s ex-husband) died in Austin, Texas in 
November.  

Connections	
“…joy	and	

sorrow	are	inseparable…	
together	they	come	and	when	one	
sits	alone	with	you…	remember	the	
other	is	asleep	upon	your	bed.”	

-Khalil	Gibran	

Alliance	Annual	Holliday	Luncheon,	Tuesday,	December	13	
The Alliance's Annual Holliday Luncheon to be held on Tuesday, December 13 at noon at the Iroquois Club Banquet Facility at 
43248 Woodward Ave. north of Square Lake Road. The cost is $25; checks should be made, payable to BUC Alliance.  Menu choices 
include chicken, vegetarian lasagna or baked cod.  Please send your reservation in to Rosemary Robinson, 139 Lakeside Drive, Royal 
Oak, MI 48073 by Friday, Dec. 2.  Questions may be directed to Priscilla Hildum, 248/475.0729. 

Donations will be collected for CUFC, Communities United for Children, the organization supporting the children now at the Walt 
Whitman School.  Checks should be made payable to CUFC. 

This is always a festive occasion, and everyone is invited. 

Christmas	Day	Celebration	
We will not have a Sunday morning worship service on Christmas Day, and we 
realize that many of you may be longing for community and connection on this 
holiday. If you have no plans for Christmas day, don’t feel like having people 
over this year, or perhaps you’re not up for traveling long distances, we hope you 
will consider spending your Christmas afternoon at BUC. We’ll share an 
enjoyable potluck dinner and have a simple gift exchange. We’ll gather in the 
Pavilion for our celebration. 

To assist in planning, please sign up after church December 11th or 18th or 
contact the coordinator, Carol Winslow directly at cwin@att.net. 
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Grief	Support	Group,	December	6	&	20			
This group meets monthly on the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30-6:00 p.m. Currently meeting in the Sanctuary, due 
to construction, we will announce the room change when it happens. All who are processing and experiencing grief at the loss of a 
loved one are welcome to come participate in this group. Any questions may be directed to Alison Rule at (248) 3020-1021.	

Sunday	Morning	Discussion	Group	
The group will be discussing essays from the book, Against Everything by Mark Greif in December and January (except for December 25th 
– NO SERVICE Christmas Day). We meet in the Green Door classroom from 9:00 a.m. to 10:15a.m. and welcome everyone to a lively 
discussion. 

Opera	Buffs:	December	3	&	10	

Caregivers	Support	Group	December	1	and	15	
This is a support group for those caring for a loved one with dementia. Being the sole caregiver 
can be an isolating, overwhelming, and challenging experience. We offer support for those doing 
the supporting! Join us when we meet twice a month at 1:15 at the church. To learn more, call 
Alison Rule at 248-320-1021 or Camille Harris at 248 320-9651. 

The	Humanists	Group	will	not	meet	in	December	

A special holiday encore presentation of Mozart’s The Magic Flute will be shown on Saturday, December 3rd at 12:55 pm. This 
abridged production of the opera was first transmitted live in December 2006 and repeated last December. 

Saturday, December 10, 12:55 pm  L’Amour de Loin – Kaija Saariaho 

Finnish composer Kaija Saariaho’s breakthrough opera was described by the New York Times as “transfixing…a lushly beautiful 
score.” Commissioned by the Salzburg Festival, where it was first seen in 2000, it will now finally have its Metropolitan Opera 
premiere in a dazzling new production by Robert Lepage, featuring glimmering ribbons of LED lights that extend across the length of 
the stage and over the orchestra pit. Eric Owens is the knight on a quest of love and Susanna Phillips is his lover on the other side of 
the sea. Conductor Susanna Mälkki makes her Met debut. 

Tickets at the AMC 30 theater 
complex at M-59 and Mound Road 
are $24. ($22 seniors). After the 
opera, many of us go for a biter to eat 
and fellowship. 

Contact Larry Freedman – 
lawrenceman@sbcglobal.net 248-370-
8227 
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REFLECTIONS 

Rev.	Dr.	
Kathy	Hurt	

1

The minister who supervised me as a student during my ministerial internship 
sometimes encouraged me to reflect on the fact that Unitarian Universalism 
included churches like the one nearby in Minneapolis, called the First Unitarian 
Society, where no hymns were sung and a sermon was a 40-minute “pulpit 
address,” right alongside churches like the historic Kings Chapel in Boston, which 
follows closely the Episcopal Book of Common Prayer for its worship. He wanted 
me to remember that ours was a radically inclusive denomination that could 
encompass such differences and still hang together. That same minister often 
boasted that the congregation he served included “more Republicans than any UU 
church in the country.” He took that as a point of pride in his congregation’s 
ability to be inclusive in the area of politics where differences can be intense and 
difficult to keep from driving people apart. When we describe ourselves as an 

2

inclusive tradition that welcomes everyone, we put no qualifiers in there: everyone is welcome, regardless 
of ability or gender or sexual orientation or belief system—or political viewpoint or voting record. We 
describe ourselves that way; how well do we live that description out?  

Throughout my career, I have repeatedly encountered two blind spots in our understanding of diversity, 
places where our talk and our walk do not always align. One blind spot shows up in the frequent 
uneasiness around all things Christian, so that the same wonderfully welcoming response to words and 
ideas from, say, Buddhism or Native American religion narrows (or disappears entirely sometimes) when 
the words and ideas are drawn from the Christian tradition. The other blind spot comes when the 
discussion turns to politics and manifests as an assumption that “of course” we all support the candidates 
and ideas usually advocated by the Democratic Party. As best I can tell, that assumption has never been 
true, and continues to be untrue now. Our UU churches are microcosms of the culture around us, and 
like that culture we include individuals from across the spectrum of political perspectives. In other words, 
we did not vote as one in the most recent election. While many, perhaps most, elections wind down once 
the votes are counted, this one could be different. The intensity of feeling, especially negative feelings, 
that built up on all sides in the months before the votes were cast on November 8 shows little signs of 
abating.  

But does that mean, since we are microcosms of the culture around us, that those negative feelings 
magically disappear when we walk through the doors of BUC? Not at all. Humans do not typically switch 
strong emotion on and off easily. What does happen, however, when we walk through the doors of BUC, 
is that we enter a covenanted community, a space wherein we promise to engage one another in a spirit of 
respect, curiosity, mutuality, patience, and with a willingness to 
keep talking even when the conversation gets hard.  

That covenant will be tested in this tumultuous time. Our 
commitment to be an inclusive church will be tested in this 
tumultuous time. May we keep coming back, again and again, to 
that commitment and the covenantal promise to “be mindful of 
our shared humanity” and to “pause, reflect, and be part of the 
solution”—even when everything in us might want to just walk 
away and quit.  

Faithfully,  

Kathy 
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Nonviolent Communication (NVC) is a powerful tool for peacefully resolving 
conflicts on personal, professional, and political levels through empathetic 
listening and honest self-expression, which empowers us to see and connect with 
the humanity in others and ourselves.  Katie Testa has taught this class all over 
metro Detroit and at BUC.  The people in the class she taught last spring have 
enthusiastically embraced the material and many have described it as life changing.  
We are lucky that BUC will again underwrite the cost of bringing Katie back to 
BUC this winter to offer another 6-week session on this important topic. It will 
be held on Saturday mornings from 10 – 12 beginning Jan. 7 and concluding on 
Feb. 11.  It is free to BUC members and friends.  The class size is limited to 25 

participants.  Please register online at BUC’s website www.bucmi.org or by emailing 
Rev. Panny Hackett-Evans at evansph2@wowway.com 
 

Effortless	Meditation	Returns	Three	Wednesdays	in	
December	7:00	–	8:00	p.m.	
We will resume meeting in December (except Dec. 21) in the room with the blue door Dec. 7 & 14 and in the Commons on 
December 28. Meditation led by Denise Everheart of the International Association of Human Values. Everyone is welcome! 

 

“Take	15”	After	Service	Meditation	Resumes	in	December	
Led by Dawn Kulongowski, a davidji certified Meditation Teacher, or a trained volunteer. Join us for a different kind of fellowship, 
as we gather for brief instructions, followed by 15 minutes of group meditation. We will gather in the Blue Door Classroom, north 
of the Pavilion, from 11:45 - 12:00 p.m. 

BUC	Trivia:	Name	That	Committee	
Can you name the BUC committee that is: 

in charge of selecting the nominees for each year’s ballot? 

in charge of nominating Board members? 

is in charge of running the annual meeting and counting ballots? 

is also in charge of selecting nominees for its own replacements? 

If you said Nominating Committee, you’d be close. That was the name prior to a change in the constitution.  

Now known as the Leadership Development Committee, this committee has ten members serving two-year terms, with five new 
members elected annually. The LDC selects and nominates candidates for the Board positions of President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer and five Trustees. In addition, it nominates nine candidates to fill five vacancies on the LDC itself each year.  

The congregation votes on these slates at the annual meeting in May.  

Register	in	December	for	Communication	Workshop	in	
January	&	February	

Katie	Testa	
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+	

1

This holiday season, the BUC Music folks look forward to 
helping you celebrate through music. On December 4, hear 
the Sound Messengers House Band perform some holiday 
favorites that remind us of what is truly important at this 
time of year.  

Then on December 11, the BUC Chalice Choir presents 
Conrad Susa's "Carols and Lullabies of the Southwest"---it is 
a gorgeous soundscape of Spanish music sung mostly in 
English with lots of solos throughout it. The Choir will tell 
the Christmas Story through music and text, sharing the 
wonder and cuteness of the baby, of any baby, as a new 
beginning for all of us. Abha Dearing conducts the BUC 
Chalice Choir who will be accompanied by Kerstin Allvin 
on harp, Lynn Koch on mallet percussion and our own 
Steven Dearing on guitar. Rudolfs Ozolins will provide some 
piano music and hymns for the service as well.  

2

Coming in January, guest choir conductor Dr. Mike Mitchell, Director of Choirs from Oakland University, will run rehearsal and 
conduct our Chalice Choir on the 8th, our services after the new year. It will be a thrill to have Dr. Mike come and work with the 
choir. January is a PERFECT time to JOIN CHOIR. Email Abha if interested: abha.dearing@bucmi.org  

SoundBites Concert Series is back with a great show on January 13. Peter Mayer, singer/songwriter and storyteller, will grace our 
sanctuary stage with his performing. You will be able to reserve tickets through the BUC website after December 1st. Watch for it. 
Happy Holidays, all. 

Music	at	BUC	

MAMA’s	Coffeehouse		
December	17:	Lee	Murdock	

Lee Murdock is broadly acknowledged as “the premier interpreter of 
songs and tales about the Great Lakes,” his music is an anthem to the 
people who live, work, and play along the freshwater highways of North 
America.  

The music is grounded in the work song tradition, from the rugged days 
of lumberjacks and wooden sailing schooners. Murdock comes 
alongside with ballads of contemporary commerce and revelry in the 
grand folk style. Lee’s fans have discovered a sweetwater treasure in his 
songs about the Great Lakes, finding drama and inspiration in the lives 
of sailors and fishermen, lighthouse keepers, ghosts, shipwrecks, outlaws 
and everyday heroes. 

$15 Admission, $13 Seniors/Students.  Show begins at 8:00 p.m. Doors 
open at 7:00 p.m. 

Upcoming concerts:  January  21:  Reggie Harris 
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Around this time of year, we go through an annual ritual by greeting one another with, “Merry Christmas” or “Happy Holidays”. 
Which one do you say? Do you resist saying one over the other?  

Unitarian Universalists have a history of being people who resist. Our ancestors have resisted the Nicene Creed. We have resisted the 
notion that God punishes some while others are saved. During this last election cycle, we had folks who supported one candidate 
express resistance to patriarchy, heteronormativity, and racism. We had folks who supported another candidate express resistance to 
elitism. Both sides were resisting against something and given our history as people who resist, it is no surprise to find both sides of 
resistors in our congregation. The question for us to ask is, are we resisting each other? 

Do I say “Merry Christmas” or do I say “Happy Holidays”? Which side do I resist? If I say “Merry Christmas” am I ignoring religious 
diversity? If I say “Happy Holidays” am I ignoring people’s specific religious tradition? Is saying “Happy Holidays” like saying “All 
Lives Matter”? 

As someone who is conflict averse, my inclination is to not choose and to say neither. However, saying neither doesn’t seem fully 
satisfactory as well. Therefore, I am planning to do something different this year during December. I am planning to not resist to say 
one over the other. I am planning to not resist to say neither. If you are Christian, I will say, “Merry Christmas” because I see you for 
who you are. If you are Muslim, I will say “Mawlid al-Nabi” because I see you for who you are. If you are Jewish, I will say “Happy 
Hanukkah” because I see you for who you are. And if you are not any of those, I will say, “Happy Festivus, the holiday for the rest of 
us.” 

--Ben Gabel, Director of Service and Social Justice 

Vigil	at	BUC	Friday,	December	16	
Join BUC and other places of worship across the nation, the Newtown 
Foundation and Faiths United to Prevent Gun Violence, a coalition of more than 50 
national denominations and faith-based organizations, to remember those who have lost 
their lives to gunfire, pray for those whose lives have been forever changed because of the loss of a loved one, and to educate one 
another on proven strategies to reduce gun violence. Join us for the vigil on Friday, December 16 at BUC, 7:00 p.m. 

Welcome	to	the	Welcome	Inn,	at	a	New	Location	
For many years, BUCers have helped The Welcome Inn, which has moved to a new location at Southfield Covenant Church, 21575 
West 10 Mile. Operated by South Oakland Citizens for the Homeless, it is the only daytime warming center for the homeless in all of 
South Oakland County. On any given day between 70 to 90 guests use the facility. They receive a hot dinner, clothing from our 
clothing closet, social services, haircuts, medical treatment and, most important of all, our 
friendly companionship. 

The Welcome Inn could not operate without volunteers, and the shelter is completely 
dependent on donations. Checks can be made out to SOCH, P.O. BOX 1937, ROYAL OAK 
MI 48068 or visit the website at www.sochwi.org   

BUC volunteers can volunteer in a number of ways.  They can sign up for weekly four hour 
shifts* or perform crucial short-time tasks like purchases and deliveries, for which BUC 
covers your expenses.  Casserole recipes are assigned that you can cook at home (a great small 
group or neighborhood project) and then deliver to Southfield Covenant Church or BUC. Please see us at the Welcome Inn Table in 
the Hodas Family Hall in December, or contact Annis Pratt at   avpratt@aol.com.  

* Annis is looking for someone to share the Thursday 1-5PM shift and substitute when she is absent. 

Service	and	Justice	–	December	2016	
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Help	for	the	Holidays	
There is an abundance of ways to share our personal treasure with others during this holiday 
season. 

• Adopt a Family for Christmas. Only 11 families left! Check out the sign-up table 
following the services December 4 & 11 if you are interested in adopting a family 
for Christmas. Families with larger numbers of children (5-7) could be shared between two families. See Coordinators for 
details. Gifts are due back at BUC on or before Sunday, December 18th. The families are from the Walt Whitman School 
where many BUC folks tutor and volunteer.  Coordinators Mary Cay Dietz and Barbara Robinson.  

• Books & Boots for Walt Whitman School: Make a cash donation for teachers to purchase books of varying reading levels 
to support the curriculum or for the DHS office to purchase boots for students who need them. Visit the Service & 
Social Justice table on Sunday to make a donation or send a check written to BUC with “Books - Walt Whitman School” 
or “Boots – Walt Whitman School” on the memo line. 

• Lighthouse Gifts: Due to space limitations at BUC this year, the Lighthouse collection will not take place. People are 
welcome to donate gifts or gift cards directly to Lighthouse. 

South	Oakland	Shelter	
BUC SOS Task Leaders: FYI. Great job. I look forward to working with all of you in 2017. You are the reason 2016 was a success! 

Thanks to all the volunteers that made the BUC host week a success. A special thanks to the task leaders, and BUC 
staff Ben, Mary Jo Ebert, Lisa, Jim and Jason. You should know that there were many kind compliments from our 
guests concerning food, music, facilities, drivers and general friendliness of our congregation. Please know that your 
time and efforts were much appreciated, and you made a difference to these homeless men, women and children! 
The world is often improved from the bottom up. 

Paul Plante, BUC SOS Coordinator 
 

Walt	Whitman	Elementary	School	Update	
At a recent meeting with Principal Wendy Fitzpatrick, we learned that books of varying reading 
levels are needed to support study topics. We also learned that not having a good pair of boots 
can be a deterrent for a child to attend school or they arrive with wet feet. See “Help for the 
Holidays” section for news on how to support these needs.  Additional volunteers are welcome: 

• Bananagrams: Thursday after-school program for K-3 students.  

• Book Trolley Program: Thursday mornings; K-6 classrooms. 

• Tutoring: Days & times mutually arranged between the teacher and the tutor. 

Contact Ben Gabel or Mary Jo Ebert to get connected with a volunteer role. 
 

Plate	Collection	Recipient	–	Welcome	Inn			
The December plate collection recipient is Welcome Inn, which is featured in this month’s newsletter. 

Any BUCer may nominate a local service organization to be the plate recipient.  Submit an application online at www.bucmi.org.  
Click the “Social Justice” tab, then “Plate Collection Application.” Contact Sharon Kirchner at skirch47@gmail.com if you prefer 
to submit a paper application. 
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Green	Sanctuary	Ministry 

Before I launch into the important things about “water” and the holiday season, please allow me to share some of what The Reverend 
Dr. William J. Barber II wrote.  (He is president of the North Carolina chapter of the NAACP, pastor at Greenleaf Christian Church 
in Goldsboro, North Carolina, and founder of Repairers of the Breach.)       

"America must not waste time asking ourselves how this could have happened [the election].  It happened because it is a habit written 
deep in our pubic memory. If we are willing to see ourselves as we are and have been, we will also see our potential for prophetic 
resistance, even in times like these. 

"When the prophet Samuel cries out to God in the Old Testament, asking why the people have elected to follow a strong man rather 
than the Lord of justice, God replies:  'It is not you they have rejected; they are rejecting me.'  Those who have struggled against 
injustice in this country must not take the results of this election personally.  We cannot afford to blame our neighbors or demonize 
Mr. Trump.  We are together inheritors of a legacy that has rejected justice. 

"Across lines of division, we can continue to build the moral coalition that is already a majority in this country.  Yes, we have some 
difficult days ahead.  But our fore parents were up against more with less.  And they taught us that a dying mule always kicks the 
hardest.  Our work continues:  we must work together for a Third Reconstruction in America." 

Now, it is our time for prophetic resistance, and a time to “kick” as hard as we can.  Below are two Calls to Action and one paragraph 
of good news: 

1.  Nestle - yes, Nestle, the maker of chocolate chips for your holiday treats, and so much more, applied for a permit with the DEQ to 
more than double their water withdrawal—from 150 to 400 gallons per minute—from the Chippewa Twin Creek Tributary for their 
bottling plant just north of Evart.  In FLOW’s preliminary comments submitted November 3, an extension was requested for the 
public comment period because of lack of public notice and inadequate data to evaluate impacts on surface and groundwater.  —  We 
simply don’t know the effect of Nestle removing water from the Great Lakes Basin, but one wonders how it can possibly be a positive 
thing.  Thankfully, due to the mass of public comments received, the DEQ extended the comment period to December 3.  If you need 
more info, let us know.  Please email your comments to the DEQ:   deq-eh@michigan.gov   Many folks—myself included—are not 
buying any Nestle products until this is resolved. 

2.  Be prepared for our “call to action” to support a series of Water bills introduced in our state legislature.  We will let you know when 
to call or write your state representative and your state senator.  Please join us in ensuring "Water Is a Human Right” for every 
Michigander. 

3.  Some good news:  U. S. Senator Stabenow applauded the news that the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid have approved funding 
for lead detection and removal in Flint and communities across the state of Michigan.  Michigan will now be able to use approximately 
$24 million this year, and up to that same amount over the next four years to pay for lead abatement services such as testing, paint 
removal, and soil removal in eligible homes.  “Today’s decision is critical to the health and safety of children and families in Flint and 
across Michigan,” said Senator Stabenow. “This announcement is an important reminder that the crisis in Flint is far from over.”  —
  We enjoyed sponsoring the Gaia Chorus and are pleased we were able to help them raise over $5,500 for the children of Flint.  It’s 
also wonderful to know every dollar will be matched. — Last, but not least, thanks to everyone who helped make our Annual Harvest 
Potluck possible; and thanks to the lovely folks who joined together to share nature’s bounty in the many luscious, predominately 
home-made, dishes. 

Thank you for any help you can provide for numbers 1 and 2.  —  In my little family we often focus on the Solstice this time of year 
because it is our wedding anniversary, and we’ll celebrate Christmas.  Even though we’re not Christians, we love the Christmas story 
and the concept of peace on earth, good will to all.  Everyone at Green Sanctuary Ministry wishes you a happy and healthy holiday 
season—a season rich with tasty foods, family and/or friends around the holiday table, twinkling lights, and joy.  Yes, joy.  Even though 
things may look a little bleak to some of us, there is joy in a child’s laughter, joy in winter solstice and knowing we are heading back 
into more light, joy in holding a hand at the conclusion of Sunday worship, and joy in one more piece of pie.  Blessings,   

Donna Larkin Mohr  
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On Dec. 2, the 8th graders will sort and set out the poinsettias ordered by congregants (for pickup on Dec. 4). They will have an 
extra session of OWL on Dec. 3 (with a social evening and overnight to follow) and on Dec. 11, they will wrap up the program. 
THANK YOU so much to the many adults who have made our program possible, especially our dedicated OWL teachers, Dave 
Graham, Vickie Muir; Ben Gabel, Kat McMullen and Kye Campbell-Fox.  

On Dec. 4, in the Social Hall following service, the congregation is invited to put their stamp on the holidays! We will be creating 
original gift-wrapping paper in which BUC’s youth can later wrap their WHRC gifts. There will also be cookies for the 
congregation to decorate and eat or to take home.  

TBD: after church one Sunday in December, the high school youth are planning a shopping spree to buy and then wrap gifts for 
their adopted family. Also, please watch for an announcement about our annual GUUSH holiday dinner! 

On Dec. 6, as part of the annual Candy Cane Sunday event, the RE program will be collecting new socks, gloves, and mittens for 
toddler through 6th grade children in Pontiac. Please place unwrapped donations of these items under the Pavilion Christmas 
tree any Sunday through Dec. 18th.  

If you are not receiving regular email updates about youth events, please send your contact information to Youth DRE Kimery 
Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org. 

 

Here is a quick re-cap of the Kindergarten-5th grade schedule through the holiday season:  
Dec. 4th: Candy Cane Sunday during single 10:30am service  
Dec. 11th: Choir service at 10:30am (Preschool, Nursery & K-5th grade RE class offered)  
Dec. 18th: No Fault Orchestra/MultiGenerational service at 10:30am (Nursery & Preschool 
class offered)  
Dec. 24th: Two services: 5 p.m. (child-oriented) and 8 p.m.  
Jan. 1st: Congregant-led service at 10:30am (no RE offerings for Nursery-12th grade)  

Please contact Eleanor McGuire, Children’s DRE, with any questions at: 

eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org  

Children’s	Rotation	Education	

Religious	
Education	

Youth	Religious	Education	

Thank You! 
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Gingerbread	House	Construction	Party	and		
Team	Challenge	Gingerbread	Construction		

December	10	at	BUC	–	No	Cost	BUT	Registration	Required	

Community	Opportunities	for	Interfaith	Discussion	



	

	

		

YOUNG	LIVING	ESSENTIAL	OIL	
WINTER	EXPO	

	

	

• ONLY	$5.00	to	reserve	your	seat,	seating	is	limited.		PLUS	GET	a	$5.00	certificate	to	use	
towards	any	Make	‘N	Take	product.		So	class	is	FREE!	

• Includes:		Intro	to	Young	Living	Essential	Oils,	Vibrational	Frequency	of	Essential	Oils,	Animals	&	Essential	Oils,	Speed	
Oiling	101,	Zyto	Bioscans,	and	DIY	Make	‘N	Take	Stations	

On	Sunday,	December	18th	
From	2:00	to	4:00	PM	

At	the	Waterford	Twp	Library	Conference	Rm	
• Contact:		BUC	Member	Mary	Markovski	for	more	information	about	this	event	
Get	tickets	at:	 http://www.eventbrite.com/o/charise-higgins-amp-the-oil-pumpers-team-
12194585719  

• Join	us	for	a	fun	afternoon	of	learning	the	basics	about	Young	Living	Essential	Oils	and	take	home	essential	oil	products	
to	use	at	home.		There	will	be	door	prizes	for	FREE	Young	Living	Products.	

Paid	Advertisement	

Come	learn	the	essentials	about	essential	oils	and	
how	to	incorporate	Young	Living	Essential	Oils	into	
your	lifestyle.		Learn	about	the	health,	wealth	and	

abundance	Young	Living	has	to	offer.	


