
 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

Our mission is to create a free and 
welcoming religious community 
that encourages lives of integrity 

service, learning and joy. 

Upcoming Services 

2 Guest Speaker Dia Pierce from the Interfaith Committee for 
Worker Justice, will be speaking about the more than eighty bills that 
have been introduced into legislation to take away the rights of working 
families. Soo Choe, guest pianist. 

9 Begin 9:30 & 11:15: Services “Beware of Falling Rocks”  We 
begin the church year at the beginning, considering our spiritual origins, 
what grounds us, and what challenges that grounding.  Kathy and WA 
Lisa Demian reflect on our anxieties around changes in our spiritual 
grounding, the source of those anxieties and ways to manage them 
spiritually.  The BUC leadership will serve our traditional apple-and-
cheese communion. The Chalice Choir will be singing at both services. 
The 6th-12th grade youth will attend the entire service while the 
Preschool – 5th grade children will first participate in the Children’s 
Corner and then go to a multi-age class.  Traditional religious education 
classes will begin on September 16th  

16 “Whose Are You?”  Divine seed, child of God, son or daughter 
of the universe, bits of stardust:  we draw on images to express the 
sources of our spiritual identity.  Kathy and W A Camille Harris look 
behind our usual UU conversations about religious upbringing.  
Children’s RE: “Where did the UU faith come from and who leads us?” 
(Children’s Choir Rehearsal between services in the Lower Level) 

23 “A Simple Way to Save My Sanity” Bill Schulz, President of the 
UUSC, former Executive Director of Amnesty International USA 
(1994-2006) and President of the UUA (1985-93) will talk about how to 
insure both his mental health and your own and, in the process, save 
the world. Not a bad combo!  The Chalice Choir will be singing at both 
services. Children’s workshops all highlight what different spiritual 
leaders taught regarding responsibility towards thy neighbor.  The High 
school youth will gather together and discuss the sermon directly after 
the service concludes. 

30 “I Wish I Hadn’t” Just a few days after the Jewish observance 
of Yom Kippur, a time for reflection on personal and communal 
shortcomings, Kathy and Lifespan Team Member Pam McAlpin look at 
the possibility of making a new beginning when everything seems to 
have gone wrong.  The Children will begin the morning in the service 
before exiting to attend a multi-age class led by DRE Eleanor McGuire.  
All the youth (except the 8th grade OWL participants) will be assisting in 
Rummage set-up. 

Wellspring Class 

The Wellspring program, developed by the First 

Unitarian Church of Rochester, NY, is an intensive 

spiritual growth program that includes reading and 

writing assignments, bimonthly meetings, commitment to 

a regular spiritual practice, and work with a spiritual 

director.  Last year BUC experimented with a pilot 

program using the Wellspring curriculum; this year, we 

are ready to offer the program to anyone interested and 

willing to make a commitment to meeting the program 

requirements.  Kathy Hurt is the facilitator for the 

program.  To hear more about it, come to an 

informational gathering following the 11:15 service on 

September 9, and following the 9:30 service on 

September 16.  Not able to attend either time?  Then call 

or e-mail Kathy (248.647.2380 x12, 

kathy.hurt@bucmi.org) with your questions and interest. 

Rummage Intake 
Sunday, 30 
Intake noon Sunday 
through noon Tuesday. 
29 & 30,Truck pickup 
please call Soren to 
schedule: 248-435-4994 

Rummage Sale Dates 
Thurs., Fri., Sat. 
Oct. 4  6:30-9 p.m. 
Oct. 5  10 am-2pm 
Oct. 6 9 am-Noon 

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 2  
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Connections: Joys & Sorrows 
To submit Joys and Sorrows for upcoming newsletters, please submit 
on our website newsletter submission form. 

Jackie Murray had hip replacement surgery in late July and 
has been making wonderful progress in her recovery. 

Sue Williams son, Spec. William Sanderson, was deployed 
with the National Guard for a year in Afghanistan on July 10. 
Please keep him in your thoughts. 

Katy Hayes, daughter of Lucille McNaughton, is now living in 
Boston, having been put on the donor list to receive the first 
double arm transplant in the U.S. Many thanks from Lucille 
for all those who helped with her fundraiser for Katy in July. 

Cheryl and Joe Courage welcomed baby Marina Rae on July 
11. Mom and baby (and daddy) are doing well. 

Cynthia Osterhage’s son, Dan, left in July to spend twenty-
seven months serving the Peace Corps in Zambia, fulfilling 
his heart’s desire. 

Jay Smith celebrated his 90th birthday! Happy Birthday, Jay. 

Kym Worth’s mother passed away on July 24. She resided in 
Arizona. Our thoughts and love go out to Kym, her husband 
Scott and their sons. 

Betty Blair fell in late July and sustained several injuries. She 
is home after having a very successful recovery at the Lakeland 
Rehab Center, and doing fine. 

Ed Brouhard, a long-time BUCer is recovering from an 
infection, which resulted in a hospital stay. 

Kathleen Thomson was hospitalized following a fall, and is 
suffering with some ongoing health problems.  

Karen and Rich Schreck celebrated their 45 wedding 
anniversary in August. Congratulations! 

UU Womenspirit invites UU women to  "Come Again, 
Come" to celebrate their 25th year by exploring the Divine 
Feminine in spirit nourishing workshops and rituals during 

their Fall Institute and Gathering, October 10th- 14th; at The 
Mountain Retreat & Learning Center in Highlands, North 
Carolina.   Last fall Susie Sherman-Hall and Carol Ann 
Arvan attended and loved it!  Womenspirit sponsors two 
week long programs a year where women gather for spiritual 
connections, dancing, workshops and worship.    For 
registration, the latest newsletters and more information go 
to uuwomenspirit.org. 

High school sweethearts, Jim and Cheryl Shettel celebrated 
their 39th wedding anniversary the last weekend in August. 
Congratulations! 

Thanks to the generosity of two of our earliest members, 
Ernie & Shirley Hodas, we have a new website that went live 
in July. In line with current web browser trends, the site is 
optimized when opened with Chrome, Firefox, Safari or in a 
mobile application. Over 95% of BUC visitors indicate they 
hear about us from our website. Our new site is designed to 
be equally useful for our members and friends. The goal of 
this site is to show BUC living out its mission statement and 
by that attract like-minded individuals to our beloved 
commuinity. 

From our website you can now easily see what the upcoming 
events and services will be. Find the latest sermon blog, (and 
start a conversation in the response section), check out an 
event on the calendar, sign up to receive the email newsletter, 
submit a favorite charity for consideration to the Plate 
Collection Committee, sign up to donate flowers, sign up to 
greet, usher or host coffee service, sign up for Rummage 
volunteering (soon), fill out a pledge form, donate/fulfill your 
pledge to the church, or submit information for the 
newsletter. We hope you help us communicate with you 
regularly in this interactive way. Check us out at 
www.bucmi.org     

Our Website has Changed 
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Getting Involved: Knitting, Sharing Dinners, Rummage Work & 
Volunteering @ BUC 

Sharing Dinner Signups Begin for 2012-13 

More than 100 BUCers  take part in these small monthly 
potluck gatherings. Dinners are held the 2nd Saturday of the 
month (October through May, omitting December). 
Participants are assigned to one of the homes, and each month 
the names are shuffled so everyone gets to meet with as many 
people as possible.  You will be asked to host once during the 
year.  If you are unable to host at your home, you can still 
participate by helping with the February joint dinner, which 
will be held at the church. There will be sign up sheets in coffee 
hours in September, or contact Carol Lee 
carolallmanlee@yahoo.com 248-652-9427.  The more, is 
definitely the merrier. 

Memorial Services Support Committee 

The mission of this committee is to provide support during 
memorial services and receptions to BUC families.  In 
conjunction with the Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt and Church 
Administrator, Jim Shettel, we assist in planning, coordinating 
and supplying information (catering, flowers, etc.). We provide 
greeters, ushers,  guest book assistance, and we help set up, 
serve and clean up at the reception. A yearly schedule is created 
where each month a point person from the committee is 
assigned to lead the support for memorial services and 
receptions. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Alison Rule, committee chair at 248 320-1021. 

Thank you to the following members for all your efforts: Rose 
Marie Adah, Judy Amir, Joanne Copeland, Marissa Hancock, Gary 
Hancock, Tony Hardesty, Teresa Honnold, Nancy Jones, Margot 
LeRoy, Marcia Mahood, Marie Miller, Gail Rouse, Alison 
Rule, Kim Schultes, Pat Schwing, Ann Throop, Marilyn Webster 
and Carole Wiseman. 

An Invitation to Knit 

Come and join our friendly, fun Knitting Ministry Fellowship 
group. We are an informal group of BUC friends who create 
handmade gifts such as shawls and robes for members of our 
community who are for comfort, or to celebrate. We meet the 
fourth Monday evening of each month at a home in Troy, for  
snacks, conversation and fellowship while we knit. All levels of 
knitters are welcome; we’ll even help you get started with your first 
knitting project. Contact Rola Briod 248-375-2966 

Good Grieving, not Good Grief 

This group is a safe place to share feelings of grieving or grief. Join 
us regularly or as needed. We meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month 
from 6:30-730 in the Small Conference Room. Questions? Grace 
Rising 248.545.2178 or gbrising@comcast.net  

Delivery Person Needed  

Looking for an opportunity to do something to give back to the 
community at large, but not looking for a big commitment? BUC 
is currently looking for a volunteer to drive donated food goods to 
the Lighthouse in Pontiac on an as needed basis. Folks donate 
food for the Lighthouse pantry and we deliver! Interested? Contact 

Margaret Marsh at 248.288.3411 

If you are new to BUC, then you need to know that Rummage is THE place to dispose of gently-used possessions, including 
furniture, office and art supplies, linens, electronics, holiday paraphernalia, toys, house wares, clothing, books, patio items (tools, 
children's furniture, yard equipment, exercise equipment, garden supplies, etc.) and Silent Auction, a.k.a., The Good Stuff.  We 
need donations and both day and evening help in all these areas-- no experience required, extensive knowledge very greatly 
appreciated! 

This year, Rummage week begins on September 30, with large-item pickup available on Sept. 29 & 30.  Donations (and intake 
helpers) are needed Sunday through noon on Tuesday and sorters are needed right up until sale time.  Department sales staff are 
essential during the sale hours: Thursday, October 4 from 6:30 to 9; Friday, October 5, 10 to 2 (half-price sale); and Saturday, 
October 6, bag sale from 9 to noon. There are lots of non-sorting jobs involved as well, including trucking, setup, teardown, 
kitchen work/bringing food, layaway desk sales, publicity, Silent Auction backup (e.g., those who are willing to help eBay the 
most valuable goods or provide logistical help with electronic bidding), and more. Sign up after service any Sunday in September, 
ask questions freely, join in the planning, and help us make our old “stuff” do the most good! 

Fall Rummage 
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Reflections by the Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt 
No less venerable an institution 
than The New York Times 
recently found it newsworthy that 
more and more Unitarian 
Universalist congregations are 
switching to a year-round 
schedule, meaning that worship 
services are still held in the 
summer, that ministers and other 
professional staff hold the 
responsibility for planning and 
offering those services, and 
members attend almost as often 
as they attend during the regular 

church year from September through June.  The Times article 
traced the longstanding practice of either closing the church 
entirely in the summer, or having minimal programming in the 
summer with layled services on Sundays, to our denomination’s 
early reliance on Harvard-educated ministers who came with 
the expectation that the church would follow the academic year 
schedule and take summers off.  Over time, theological 
explanations for the summer hiatus developed, some humorous 
(“Why don’t UUs have church in the summertime?  Because 
God trusts us to do fine on our own for three months”) and 
some serious (“We don’t need a church to keep us on track 
spiritually, we can worship in the woods as well as in a 
sanctuary”). 
Such arguments notwithstanding, our congregations 
increasingly mark the summer season with only modest 
reductions in programming, such as BUC’s switch to a single 
worship service from June through Labor Day.  And the 
ministers, while still educated at Harvard and other graduate 
institutions, are more likely to be around and available in the 
summer, more likely to show up on the summer preaching 
schedule.  This trend, according to the article, has its roots in 
changing lifestyles of ministers and congregants, an effort to 
look more like other churches, and the recognition that our 
spiritual lives do not start and stop, our spiritual needs know 
no particular season, and the church has a role to play 
regardless of what date shows up on the calendar. 

While having an entire summer off can be a sweet deal, I 
welcome our shift to year round programming.  It seems to me 
to represent a kind of coming of age as a church, a recognition 
that spirituality is important enough to always attend to, that 
we have come to care enough about who we are and what we 
do as a spiritual community to keep doing it faithfully, 
regardless of mood, regardless of season.  It is true that the 
spiritual life is not confined to what happens within the four 
walls of BUC at certain times—but to have a sacred place that is 
always there, always available, provides a grounding that 
becomes increasingly needed in our mobile culture. 

By the time you receive this newsletter, BUC will be back in 

our “full service” mode.  For some, there will be no discernible 
difference, since you continued to participate in congregational 
life, attended Sunday services, much as you always do; for 
others, you will be switching your routines to include BUC 
once more in your round of activities.  Whether you have not 
been around since June, whether you have been around most 
of the summer, we welcome you back.  May our journey 
together in this new church year be rich with promise and 
connection no matter what the calendar says. 

Faithfully, 

Kathy 

Congregational 
Covenant Update 

During her Aug. 12 sermon, Kathy encouraged the BUC 
congregation to think about the process of creating a new 
covenant both in terms of the standard we wish to set for 
how we treat each other and in terms of how we handle 
ourselves when the covenant is broken – the values we wish 
to uphold when relationships become difficult. 

 The Committee on Ministry is charged with the task of 
leading our congregation through the process of 
conversation, education, input, reflection and creation that 
will result in the adoption of a new congregational covenant 
at our annual meeting next December. 

The COM continues to gather our congregation’s input on 
the definition of a covenant, soliciting members’ one-word 
answers to the question of what quality a BUC covenant 
should comprise. We will repost the sheets in the Social Hall 
on Sept. 16 and 23. For members who were unable to attend 
Aug. 12, we encourage you to read Kathy’s sermon and use it 
as inspiration for fresh answers. The COM will host town 
hall meetings Oct. 7 after each service to facilitate further 
dialogue. We hope you will join us. 

Ultimately the COM will sift through all of the input we 
have received and distill it into a concise, meaningful 
proposed covenant for your consideration in December. 
Please don’t hesitate to offer your input or to ask questions 
of individual COM members as we move through this 
important process. 

The Committee on Ministry: Judy Amir, Teresa Honnold, 
Marilyn Mast, Eric Pierce, Alexa Stanard and Ed Sharples 
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New Technology Arrives 
As you come to BUC in September, you will notice some 
significant new technology tools around the site.  First, in the 
foyer we now have a monitor that displays daily 
announcements, room assignments, special events, and a 
slideshow of BUCers at work, at play, and enjoying one 
another's fellowship. 

Head on down to the sanctuary, where even more useful tools 
have been added to enhance our worship services.  The 
sanctuary is now equipped with a state-of-the art sound system 
that is both more powerful and more compact, easier to 
operate, and allows us new options such as choir recordings 
and individual "body mikes" for use in dramatic presentations. 
Also installed in the sanctuary are a retractable screen above the 
chancel, a mounted monitor visible only from the choir, and 
an additional monitor on a telescoping cart to be viewed by 
folks seated on the woods side of the sanctuary.  These screens 
will be receiving input from a small projector mounted at the 
back of the sanctuary and controlled remotely.  Whether 
displaying PowerPoint material to accompany a sermon or 
lecture, budget information for the annual meeting, words or 
song lyrics, or visual images or videos as part of the worship 
services, this new projection system will bring rich visual 
capabilities to all that happens in the sanctuary, and also opens 
the possibility for a new category of rental clients. 

These wonderful technology tools are not spur-of-the-moment 
additions; rather, a year-long process of study by numerous 
professionals in our BUC congregation, as well as the 
consideration of proposals by the Board, the Program Council, 
the Worship Associates, the Facilities Committee, and the 
BUC staff determined which systems were chosen and where 
they would be placed.  A second step in the upgrades will 
include placement of an improved sound system and a 
retractable screen in the Social Hall in the near future. 

The final piece came in the form of generous donations from 
the Tributes & Memorials Committee to cover the cost of the 
new sound system, supplemented by a donation from the BUC 
Music Endowment Fund.  The projection system and the foyer 
information system were funded by a bequest from the estate of 
former BUCer Jean Andrews. 

Many thanks to all the congregants who worked to make these 
improvements possible.   

We look forward to enjoying the fruits of their 
labors for many years to come in our 
communications, our concerts, our worship 
services, and our community life. 
 
Kathy 

Discussion Groups @ 
BUC 

This new group is aiming to encourage the exchange of ideas 
and opinions between scientists and non-scientists. The group 
will meet monthly from 7:30-9.00 p.m., and will be facilitated 
by Maurice Lefford.  The first session, "What is Science? 
sounds easy: Physics is science; Literature is not. How about 
Math, Philosophy, Engineering, Archaeology, Economics, 
Sociology, Psychology, Medicine,  or Politics. What 
principle(s) are applied in making the distinction between 
science and non-science.  Please join us at our fist meeting on 
Wednesday, September 12 in the Large Conference Room. 

The group will meet on Wednesday September 19 at 10:30 in 
the Large Conference Room to discuss the topic of 
Friendship.  The facilitator for this discussion will be Larry 
Larson. 

As we begin our church year, we will be discussing a second 
book by John Shelby Spong, Jesus for the Non-Religious available 
on Amazon, and at the public libraries. September 16 we will 
cover Part One and on September 23 Part Two.  We meet at 
9:30 in the Large Conference Room and end in time for the 
service at 11:15. Among Spong's many insights, we will try to 
discover whether Jesus can be our ideal human, while we 
remain non-religious, whether an anti-theist can find divinity 
in Jesus' humanity, whether God is love and love is God, as 
symbolized in Jesus and what Spong means by achieving 
eternal life. (We will not meet on Sept. 30th, as our 
biannual Rummage Sale will conflict. Part Three will be 
covered during the four Sundays in October.) 

Read the book and join us on Thursday evening from 7:00 – 
8:30. Recommended by Lisa Demian, our book selection is 

Perla by Carolina De Robertis. This story is described 
as “a gorgeous novel about the very heart of the Dirty 
War: the missing. The victims of the military 
dictatorship get a voice, a real hero who speaks out for 
them. The prose is so poignant at times that I found 
myself rereading sentences, as one would reread a 
poem over and over.” For more, check out the reviews 
online. 

Science for Everyone 

Sunday Morning Book Discussion 

Sacred & Profane 

 Drop In Book Club on the 27th  
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We extend a sincere thank you to Annis Pratt for her 
leadership of the plate collection committee.  Annis was 
instrumental in establishing an organized, efficient process for 
selecting candidate organizations to receive the collection and 
carrying out the collection activity each month.  This work 
enables our congregation to fulfill our commitment to donate 
a portion of our plate collection to organizations and causes 
who benefit others in the wider community.   

Gregg Bloomfield has agreed to assume the role of plate 
collection chairperson.  Annis and Gregg completed that 
transition during the summer.  Thank you, Gregg, for taking 
on this important role in our service and justice program. 

• September 23 – Rev Bill Schulz, President and CEO 
of the UU Service Committee, will be our guest 
minister.  Rev Schulz is well known for his work in 
the advancement of human rights around the world.  
Mark your calendar!  Watch for more information 
about this event during the next month. 

• September 23 – M.O.S.E.S Public Meeting, 3:30 
p.m., Greater Grace Temple, Detroit; 
www.mosesmi.org.   This year’s theme is “Fire of 
Faith”; Rekindling Democracy. 

• Throughout September, a portion of the plate 
collection will benefit Communities United for 
Children, through whom many BUCers support the 
Whitmer Human Resource Center in Pontiac. 

• October 14 – 38th Annual Focus: HOPE walk, 12:30 
p.m., Detroit; www.focushope.edu 

Fifty percent of the cash from each Sunday plate collection is 
donated to a charity designated by the Plate Collection 
Committee.   In September, the recipient will be the Friday 
Food Backpack program of Communities United for 
Children (CUFC), an association of volunteers organized in 
support of the Whitmer Human Resources Center, a 
multiethnic, multilingual K-5 elementary school in Pontiac. 
BUC members who want to sponsor a donation from the 
plate collection proceeds may submit an online application on 
BUC’s website via this link. The next quarterly meeting of the 
Plate Collection Committee will be on Tuesday, September 
18, at which any applications submitted prior to that date will 
be considered.   For more information, please contact Gregg 
Bloomfield: grbloomfield@earthlink.net 
 

Service & Justice 

Upcoming Events 

BUC’s Plate Collection 

The BUC Alliance Begins 
its 59th Year 

As BUC begins a new church year, the Alliance looks forward 
to a new program year – our 59th! Our opening meeting will be 
on Wednesday, September 19 at noon in the Pavilion. Our 
Minister, Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt, will speak to us about our 
church, as we like for her to do in the Fall. This September 
luncheon menu has become traditional, quiche, salad and 
dessert! The charge is $10 payable at the door (no reservations). 

September is the time to join the Alliance for the year. A 
mailing went out August 22 containing the fall schedule and a 
membership card (orange) for the 2012-2013 Alliance program 
year. The October and November lunches will be “brown bag” 
with Alliance providing beverages and cookies. 

On October 17, during lunch, Mary Dunn will tell us about 
Project Vote Smart along with a handout.  For our illustrated 
program a speaker from the DIA will introduce us to the very 
special exhibition of artifacts by Faberge, which will be shown 
October 21 to January 21 at the DIA. 

For our November program BUCer and architect, John 
Hammer will present the projected plans for the much needed 
re-landscaping of our wonderful grounds. Please Note – that 
the date is Wednesday, November 14 instead of our usual third 
Wednesday. 

The last Alliance event is 2012 will be our Wednesday, 
December 5 – our traditional festive holiday luncheon at the 
Radisson (Kingsley) Hotel. 

Regular programs resume on January 16. Please mark your 
2012 calendars and plan to join us. Everyone is always welcome 
to attend our meetings and to join us as a member. 

Sunday Morning Flowers 
It only takes a moment to recognize or honor someone dear or 
to commemorate a special occasion by providing fresh flowers 
for the Sanctuary!  We’ve initiated a simple new process to sign-
up for Sunday Morning Flowers. On the Music & Worship tab 
on the website, is the link. When you sign up, the options are 
bringing your own arrangement or having BUC order one for 
you.  The cost is $45. In the comment section provide the 
words you would like printed in the order of service. If you are 
having BUC order an arrangement, follow the link to the BUC 
website and pay online by clicking on the "Donate" button and 
noting that is for "Sanctuary Flowers on (date)", or you may 
send a check to the office. Please note "Sunday Flowers" in the 
memo line. If you have questions, please feel free to call Grace 
Rising at (248) 545-2178. Thank you for sharing your 
remembrances of special occasions and important people in 
your life. 
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We return to two services beginning with our 
annual Homecoming celebration on September 9. The 6th-12th 
grade youth will attend the entire service while the Preschool – 5th 
grade children will first participate in the Children’s Corner and 
then go to a multi-age class led by DRE Eleanor 
McGuire.  Traditional religious education classes will begin on 

September 16th. 
September’s rotation, Spiritual Leaders, stems from this year’s 
overall theme of Leadership & Responsibility.  This rotation 
asks:  “How did the different spiritual leaders guide their 
religions?  What was their message about God and how was it 
spread?” BUC’s children will examine the traditional beliefs 
surrounding four significant spiritual leaders: 

1) Hindu Gods – one of the oldest as well as the third largest 
religion in the world, evolving over time without any 
prophet or spiritual leader. This Art Workshop points out 
that our own Unitarian Universalism also lacks a spiritual 
leader and yet remains a thoughtful and flourishing faith. 

2) Moses – a spiritual leader within three different faiths 
who received the Ten Commandments.  The Bookmaking 
Workshop briefly outlines the traditional story of Moses’ 
life from his birth through his death. 

3) Muhammad – an ordinary man who came to see himself 
as chosen to be God’s final messenger or prophet, sent to 
clarify the teachings offered by God through all the 
previous prophets. The History Workshop highlights 
some key aspects of Muhammad’s life. 

4) Jesus – a humble man who’s followers believed him to be 
the son of God. The Storytelling Workshop explores some 
common stories about Jesus’ life as well as his radical new 
message about God and its meaning for Unitarian 
Universalists. 

For further information, please contact Children’s DRE Eleanor 
McGuire at eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org. 

BUC’s Youth RE program is divided into three levels of Sunday 
morning classes and youth groups. For the 6th and 7th graders, we 
offer our Sunday morning Neighboring Faiths class, which 
examines other faith traditions, often with a visitor and a field trip. 
This year, we will study Unitarian Universalism, historical Judaism, 
Native American and animist religions, Islam, Catholicism, and 
mainstream Protestantism. The first class will take place on 

September 16 and faith units will vary in length from one to 
four Sundays. The Unitarian Friendship Organization (UFO) 
is our 6th and 7th grade youth group.  They enjoy a 
succession of social and service events organized by parents. 
Our UFO brainstorming session will take place on a Sunday 
in September.  Please make sure that Youth DRE Kimery 
Campbell has your contact information so that she can notify 
you of the date and time.  Both parents and youth are 
encouraged to attend. 

Fall begins our 8th grade coming of age curriculum, the 
combined OWL (Our Whole Lives) and ROPE (Rite of 
Passage Experience) programs. OWL, which will run from 
9:30 to 12:30 each Sunday from September 16 to December 
16, is an intense sexuality, relationships, and values education 
program specifically designed for middle school youth. The 
curriculum was developed by the UU and Congregational 
Churches and is taught exclusively by trained facilitators. This 
year, we are fortunate to have four OWL teachers: Dave 
Graham, Laura Hamrick, Max Kort, and Julie Stitt of 
Northwest UU Church. For  youth to participate in OWL, 
parents must register t before the first class and participate in 
an orientation session led by the instructors. Orientation is 
Thursday, Sept. 13 at 6 p.m. in the Commons. Any 8th grade 
families who have not been contacted regarding OWL should 
get in touch with Kimery Campbell as soon as possible. 

The second element of BUC’s coming of age program is 
ROPE.  This class meets during second service only from 
January through June. During these months, the youth will, 
explore faith histories of family and congregation members, 
and eventually craft their own creed statement to present on 
ROPE Sunday in June.  Unlike many UU churches, BUC 
offers high school youth both a Sunday morning high school 
class and a youth group, the Great Unitarian Universalist 
Senior High (GUUSH). The Sunday morning class will begin 
on September 16, with a focus on reconnecting the youth as 
well as discussing current social justice issues. 

This year, we hope to expand the opportunities for youth to 
gather. Look for youth activities during the Friday Food, Fun, 
Faith and Fulfillment sessions, youth conferences, service 
events, and fun stuff.  High school families, please make sure 
that Kimery has contact information for both parents and 
youth.  The GUUSH co-facilitators for 2012-13 are Alex 
Boutros and Virginia McNitt. Adult advisors are Ilene 
Beninson, Lisa Crawford, Walter Dean, Bill Fox, Kat 
McMullen, and Paul Plante. All high school youth are invited 
to attend the first GUUSH fun event on Sept. 8: watching the 
movie Mean Girls at the McNitt home, followed by a bonfire. 
There will be a meeting for parents to prior to the first class 
on September 16th at 10:15 a.m. in the Red Door.  This is 
good opportunity to ask about youth conferences, social 
action, curriculum, and anything else.  All 9th through 12th 
grade parents are invited to attend. 

Questions about Youth RE can be addressed to Kimery 
Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org 

Children’s Rotation Curriculum 

Youth Religious Education 

RE 
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This summer has been eventful and productive for the Dearings, as 
we hope it has been for you!  I went to the University of Michigan 
Choral Conducting Symposium and was surrounded by excellent 
musicians under intense scrutiny--it was awesome!   I was able to 
sharpen my conducting skills, learn some great choir-rehearsal ideas 
and find some great new pieces for our church year.  

Also this summer, a few BUC-singers participated in the 
FLASHMOB downtown Detroit at the Compuware Building, 
singing "Ode to Joy" in the original German.  It was a surprising, 
magical experience that involved over 150 singers of all ages, plus 
many on-lookers. I invite you to check out the event at this link--
you may recognize some of the folks during and after the flash 
mob!  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hKIBahJsAf4 

Calling all BUCers: NOW is the best time to 
join choir.  The first rehearsal for the BUC 
Chalice Choir is Wednesday, September 5th 
from 7:30-9pm and each Wednesday after 
that.  We will sing for both services on Sunday 
September 9th.  Come for great music, fun and 
snacks.  Even if you have no prior choir 
experience, you DO have a voice, and that is all 
you need!!  Our choir is an easygoing fun group 
of folks who welcome ALL and nurture ALL.  I 
invite singers from high school -age and older 
to come and sing.  This fall, we will have a 
choral clinic, a possible collaboration with the 
UU Ann Arbor church and we will sing part of 
Handel's Messiah for December services with a 
chamber orchestra! Should be quite a fall and 
winter. 

Rehearsals begin on September 16th from 10:35 till 11:10 in the 
large classroom downstairs (not the music room) so we can have 
more space to move around and make music together. Kids will 
learn how to sing with energy and confidence through rhythm and 
sound games, they will gain some basics of music-theory and create 
a community with each other through singing songs that reflect our 
UU values and faith. Any kids age 5 till 11 are welcome. Please 
email me if you have questions. abha.dearing@bucmi.org  

We’re pleased to announce the return of the Scott Gwinnel Jazz Trio 
on Sunday, September 23.  

 

The first SoundBites concert will be December 8, featuring 
the Bernard Woma Percussion Ensemble performing authentic 
African music. Stay tuned for more details. If you are 
interested in helping with the evening, please contact Steven 
at steven.dearing@bucmi.org  

Abha and Steven Dearing, Co-Directors of Music 

 

Twice last season BUC folks gathered at the AMC Forum 
Theater in Sterling Heights to enjoy the live streaming, HD 
performances of the Metropolitan Opera. At $22 it is a 
fraction of the cost of a live performance. The first 
performance is on October 27th at 12:55 p.m. with Verdi’s 
Otello.  

Following the performance the group 
convenes to a nearby Max & Erma’s for 
discussion and fellowship. Complete list of 
the Met Live 2012-2013 schedule.  

Contact Margot LeRoy for more 
information 248.524.1627 
margotintroy@comcast.net  

 

 

 

 

September 15: Small Potatoes, the Chicago based folk duo of 
Jacquie Manning and Rich Prezioso, will bring their repertoire 
they describe as “Celtic to Cowboy” to MAMA’s. The duo of 
Michigan natives Rochelle Clark and John Natiw, Potter’s 
Field, will open.  

 General Admission is $12 unless otherwise 
indicated. 62 and over, and under 18 cost $10. 
Children 12 and under are free. 

 Shows begin at 8:00 p.m.. Doors open at 7:00 with 
open mic beginning at 7:15. 

 Volunteers receive free admission! Please e-mail 
MamasCoffeeHouse@ameritech.net if you are 
interested.  

 Upcoming show dates may be found at 
mamascoffeehouse.org  

Chalice Choir 

Kids Choir 

Upcoming Music News 

MAMA’s Coffeehouse  

Opera in October – Live in HD  
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“GO NATIVE!” 
 

Ecological Gardening Short Course  
for the Rouge Watershed, Southeast Oakland County  
 

Sponsored by SOCWA, SE Oakland County Water Authority 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2012; 9:30 am – 11:30 am 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2012;  9:30 am – 11:30 am  
 
 

Birmingham Unitarian Church 
38651 Woodward Avenue (@Lone Pine Rd.) 
Bloomfield Hills 
 
CLASS ADVISOR AND PRESENTER (both days): 
Mike Champagne, Director, Seven Ponds Nature Center 
 
Certificate course requirements: 
• Attend two classes   
• Prepare a home landscape sketch plan (materials provided) 
• 4 hours of volunteer work -- between October and April 2012   
 
ABOUT THE CLASS: 
This two-part course is an advanced seminar focusing on landscape design and maintenance with native 
wildflowers, grasses, and shrubs.   
 

The outdoor environment at Birmingham Unitarian Church includes a wet meadow (with prairie plants), 
woodland area, paths, and pond…where volunteers have worked for 4 years to plan, plant and maintain a 
native landscape.  Their experience and the visible results will provide the focus for this hands-on practicum. 
 

Mike Champagne, Director of the Seven Ponds Nature Center, is an expert in local Michigan ecosystems and 
restoration, including prairie, woodland and wetland environments. 
 

Each of the two classes will include indoor presentations and discussion and outdoor field work.  “Wildflowers 
of Michigan” Field Guide by Stan Tekiela is included in the registration fee and will be used in the two classes. 
 
 
 
REGISTRATION – DUE BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 2012 
Cost:  $20.00:  cash or check made payable to SOCWA 
 Includes : “Wildflowers of Michigan” Field Guide and all handouts 
 
SPACE IS LIMITED TO 15 MAXIMUM.   TO RESERVE A PLACE: 
E-mail:  LFDean@aol.com or telephone the SOCWA office: 248-288-5150 
 
Name ____________________________  E-mail: ____________________________________ 
 
Mailing address: _______________________  City: __________________  Zip: ___________ 
 
Funded in part through a grant to SOCWA from the Rouge River National Wet Weather Demonstration Program 
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"I remember drawing, coloring, drawing on cardboard and paper that 
my grandfather brought home for me, creating things out of discards at 
home. My parents encouraged me, getting me Saturday art lessons." 
Kwolek studied art through grade school and on into college at 
Michigan State University. The long-time artist went on to 
teach art in East Detroit Public Schools for more than 30 
years. 

Artist Reception on September 14, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in 
the Pavilion and Gallery at BUC. 

September Artist, Susan Kwolek 

BUC Paid Advertisements – September 2012 

Soo Choe is taking piano students of all ages and all 
levels.  She is an experienced piano teacher and has played for 
BUC as a guest pianist. Please contact her at 248.357.5434 
or  soo.choe1@gmail.com  She currently resides in Southfield. 

“Written with the depth and insight of 
The Prisoner’s Wife by Asha Bandele or 
Written on the Body by Jeannette 
Winterson, Angel is a surprising piece of 
literature… A book that needs to be 
read a few times.” – Flying Monkey 
Press 

Paid Advertisement 

Paid Advertisement 

Interested in advertising in our newsletter? Space is 
limited and dependent upon availability. Cost is 
$25 for a quarter page advertisement. Contact the 
editor, Lisa Crawford at lisa.crawford@bucmi.org  
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ENVIRONMENTAL SPEAKER SERIES  
Thursday Programs Presented by the Southeast Michigan Group of 
the Sierra Club  

Free, All Welcome 

Fall Speaker line up: 

 Thursday, September 6 “Local Political Update and 
Roundtable” Mike Berkowitz, Michigan Sierra Club Legislative Director 

 Thursday, September 27 “Invasive Species in our Great Lakes” Brian Kauffman, videographer Detroit Free Press 

“Program Format 

6:30-7:00: Light Refreshments, Meet & Greet 

7:00-7:30: Group Announcements 

7:30-8:30: Guest Speaker 

8:30-9:00: Volunteer Sign Up, Merchandise Sales, Meet the Speaker 

For more details visit us at  Website: www.michigan.sierraclub.org/semg  Facebook: 
www.Facebook.com/clubSEMG 

Newsletter: http://michigan.sierraclub.org/semg/Misc.%20Images/Activist/Activist_2012.2.pdf 

JEWEL HEART CLASSES OFFERED AT BIRMINGHAM UNITARIAN CHURCH 

 
� Foundations of All Perfections � 

 This course explores the sequence of stages on the spiritual path, from the role of a guru to a practical introduction to vajrayana. Based 
on Gelek Rimpoche’s latest transcript of oral teachings on this often quoted work of the lam rim tradition, this course offers intimate access to the 

material through explanation, meditation and discussion. 
. 

10 weeks: Thursdays, September 13, 20, 27, October 4, 11, 18, 25, November 1, 8, 15, 7 – 8:30pm  
$100/Jewel Heart members free 

 

� Gateway to the Spiritual Path � 
The focus of this course is building a solid spiritual foundation through engaging in issues relevant for our lives, now and in the long term. Based on 

Gelek Rimpoche’s authentic words this course explores what is true spirituality and how to best deal with one’s emotions on a daily basis. 
 

8 weeks: Mondays, September 17, 24, October 1, 15, 22, 29, November 12, 17, 7 – 8:30pm  
$80/Jewel Heart members free 

To register:    Phone 734 239 5985 or email: bloomfield @jewelheart.org and look us up on our website: 
http://www.jewelheart.org/chapters/bloomfield-hills and facebooks: Jewel Heart Bloomfield Hills  

Paid Advertisement 

Paid Advertisement 



 

 

 
  

Welcome Back! 
Double Services 
Resume September 9 
 9:30 & 11:15 

Birmingham Unitarian Church 
38651 Woodward Ave 
Bloomfield Hills, MI48304 
www.bucmi.org 
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