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Membership Path at BUC  

 

B i r m i n g h a m  U n i t a r i a n  C h u r c h  
A  U N I T A R I A N  U N I V E R S A L I S T 

C O N G R E G A T I O N 

 
“The Mission of the 

Birmingham Unitarian 
Church is to create a free 
and welcoming religious 

community that 
encourages lives of 
integrity, service, 
learning and joy.” 

 Upcoming Events 
 New members and 

visitors are welcome to 
join in the many 
activities and events we 
have going on in our 
community.  

Sunday Mornings 
 The Sunday Morning 
Discussion Group meets in 
the classroom with the 
green door from 9 – 10:15 
a.m.  No advance 
registration required, 
everyone is welcome to 
attend. 

Chalice Circles  

This small groups of 7-8 
people are led by two co-
facilitators. They meet twice 
a month from Oct. – April 
for conversation about a 
provided topic, and to 
practice listening. 
Signup/registration is 
required and can be done 
online at bucmi.org>About 
Us>Fellowship 
Groups>Chalice Circles. 

Membership begins 
the Journey of 
Deeper Commitment  

Church membership represents a 
deeper connection with your faith 
community. To help you decide 
whether or not Birmingham 
Unitarian Church membership is 
right for you, we encourage you to 
attend a variety of services, join us 
for fellowship activities, and 
attend a “Meet & Greet” luncheon 
or potluck hosted by the 
Membership Committee.    

Membership is both simple and 
challenging. It is easy to sign the 
Membership Book. It is challenging 
because of what this simple act means: 
a person has made a decision to join 
this spiritual community committing to 
an ongoing search for truth, working 
for justice, and living in loving 
relationship with one another. It also 
means making a commitment to the 
financial health and stability of the 
church. Please let Membership 
Coordinator Lisa Crawford, Rev. 
Shelden, or Rev. Budd know you 
would like to sign the book and 
arrange a time. We look forward to 
welcoming you as a member!  

These are potluck dinners 
held in various members 
homes/apartments. The 
second Saturday of the 
month, beginning in 
October. Signup online at 
www.burcmi.org>About 
Us>Fellowship 
Groups>Sharing Dinners. 

Sharing Dinners  
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Seeking Highly 
Committed Members  

Since its founding in 1949, generations 
of highly committed members have 

worked to create what you experience 
at Birmingham Unitarian Church 

today: a dynamic and liberal 
community of faith devoted to personal 
spiritual growth and to social justice in 

our world.  

Carefully consider the 
responsibilities of Membership 
before you make the commitment. 
Members readily and generously 
give their time, talents and 
financial resources to support the 
Church Mission. This spirit of 
generosity and commitment 
develops over time, and is the 
result of active participation in our 
programs. This is what is meant by 
highly committed members. Are you 
prepared to make this kind of 
commitment?  
We welcome your decision to join 
us, and hope that your relationship 
with Birmingham Unitarian 
Church will be spiritually, 
intellectually and emotionally 
rewarding. In community, we have 
the power and strength to impact 
positive change in the world.  

Voting members (at least 16 years of age, has signed the 
Membership book, and, during the preceding 12 months 
has made and is current, with a financial pledge of record) 
are eligible to make decisions about the budget and other 
important issues at the Church Annual Meeting in May, 
and at other member meetings as outlined in the church 
bylaws.  
 
Some benefits of membership are:  
• Becoming part of a vital and dynamic community of 

faith and action. Having the opportunity to worship, 
fellowship, serve, learn and grow with like-minded 
people.  

• Your voice joins hundreds who speak for social justice, 
freedom of thought and religious expression, the worth 
and dignity of every human being, and environmental 
stewardship, celebrating the interconnected web of 
which we are all a part.  

If you have further questions regarding the membership 
process, please contact Membership Coordinator Lisa 
Crawford at lisa.crawford@bucmi.org . 



 

 

 Fall 2017 

BUC  3 
 

Birmingham Unitarian Church   

Your Pledge is your financial 
Promise to the Church  

 Members annually pledge to support this Church with 
their financial resources. Unitarian congregations are 

self-sustaining institutions; their primary source of 
financial support comes from church members and 

other congregants who faithfully participate in the life 
of the church.  

 

Generosity is a Spiritual 
Practice  

We recognize one of the truths of all the world’s 
major religions: generosity is central to a healthy 
spiritual life. We believe in the ancient practice of 
giving as a spiritual exercise, used like any other 
spiritual practice to deepen and strengthen the 
soul. Members of this church who give 
generously – to this church and elsewhere—tell of 
the joy and empowerment they feel when they 
live out of a sense of abundance. Our faith calls 
us to welcome the stranger at the door, to share 
our resources with others in need, and to care for 
our planet.  

As Unitarian Universalists, we believe it is the 
right and responsibility of each local congregation 
to govern itself. There is no centralized authority 
that supports us financially, nor does it tell us 
what to do or what to believe. Each UU 
congregation is self-sustaining: our primary 
source of financial support comes from our 
members and friends who make financial gifts to 
the church. As a group of people covenanted 
together to form a church, we believe that a 
financially healthy church is the responsibility of 
all who attend and those who receive benefit. To 
ensure the existence of this institution for future 
generations, we must care for this community 
and the building that houses it today.  

Things to Consider when 
Pledging  

Our current budget of $879,000 is primarily met 
through the generosity of all who participate in our 
faith community. We have a few other sources of 
income, and count on members for around 
$515,000 of the budget. Since each congregant is at 
a different place financially, we ask everyone to 
seriously consider the idea of the “liberal tithe”: 5% 
of their income to be designated for the church, and 
5% earmarked for other worthwhile causes. For 
many congregants, 5% for the church is not a 
problem and they can easily reach or surpass this 
level of commitment. For others, such a goal may be 
difficult. If you can afford to pledge more, you will 
help others who are unable to do so. If you are 
experiencing financial hardship, please let the 
minister or the church office know.  

Member Pledges Renew 
Annually   

The pledge you make upon joining is for the 
remainder of the current fiscal year. After signing 
the Membership Book, please fill out a pledge form 
and turn it in to the church office. Our fiscal year 
runs from July 1 through June 30 of the following 
year. To reduce the impact of continually being in a 
stewardship cycle, your pledge renews annually, until 
you notify us otherwise.  
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Continued  

This year it will take an average household 
pledge of $1,200 to sustain the church. Think 
about this: what would you expect to pay for 
membership in a health club, or to dine in a 
good restaurant? Certainly, BUC exercises your 
mind, and feeds your soul and spirit. How 
much would you pay for such a feast? What is it 
worth to you? As BUC reaches forward to 
expand our programming and offer not only 
the congregation, but the wider community, 
more, it will take all of us giving to make that 
possible. These are questions of spirit and 
generosity, and we ask you to carefully consider 
this important aspect of Membership.  

You May Use Automatic 
Withdrawal for Your Monthly 

Pledge Payment... or Your 
Bank Routing Information, 

Credit or Debit Card as a 
regular payment set up on our 

secure online giving platform at 
www.bucmi.org  

>Home>Financial Giving 
You will be completing a Pledge Form. Please 
consider using automatic withdrawal from your 
checking account. For Automatic Withdrawal, 
simply submit a voided check and the 

Suggested Progressive Giving Guide 

 
Adjusted Annual 

Income 
Suggested % of 

Income 
Annual Total Monthly Total 

$25,000 1% $250 $21 
$50,000 1.5% $750 $63 
$75,000 2% $1,500 $125 

$100,000 3% $3,000 $250 
$150,000 3.5% $5,250 $438 
$200,000 5% $10,000 $833 

$250,000+ 7% $17,500 $1,458 
 

2

authorization form along with your pledge form. Since 
there is no fee for this transaction—and it saves time for 
our bookkeeper—more of your dollar goes to work for the 
church with this method of payment.  

You may decide to use a credit or debit card (please note 
that a percentage of all credit card transactions goes to the 
bank, and not to the church). You may also write a check 
(weekly, monthly or annually), which you may mail in or 
simply drop in the collection plate on Sunday, with 
“Pledge” marked in the memo line.  

IMPORTANT: In order for us to keep a record of your 
pledge, please submit each pledge contribution clearly 
labeled with your name. Cash placed in the weekly 
offering basket is impossible for us to appropriately 
credit—unless you put it in an envelope with your name on 
it.  

We also have Text Giving. Once this is set up with your 
phone, it makes giving to the plate collection easy to track. 
The office sends quarterly statements via email.  

• Members may pledge individually, or as 
households or family units. The choice is up to 
you.  

• The other enrollment form in this brochure must 
be completed by each individual who wishes to 
join.  

If you have questions about your pledge please, call our 
database administrator, Lisa Crawford, at the church 
office on Thursday or Friday between 9 and 5 (248) 647-
2380 or email her your questions at 
lisa.crawford@bucmi.org   
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Sharing Dinners 

Youth Bake Off 
Sunday 

Opera or Film Buffs 

Rummage 
Volunteer 

Green Sanctuary 

Getting Involved: The Key to 
Membership with Meaning 

Attending the worship service on Sunday is a wonderful experience, 
but most members find that, over time, it is not enough to sustain 
their commitment to the church. We know of no better way to 
deepen your connection, as well as increase your reward, than by 
active engagement in a church program that most closely matches 
your needs. Don’t wait! Find a group, program, or activity in which 
to involve yourself as soon as possible. This is how you start feeling 
part of the church, and in return, the people of BUC will become a 
community for you. Here’s a small sampling of opportunities for 
personal and spiritual growth:  

Music: join the choir, or assist with MAMA’s Coffeehouse.  

Social Justice Action Groups: South Oakland Shelter (SOS) every 
November, the Warming Centers in the winter, Tutoring at the 
Whitman School, Habitat for Humanity, the Lighthouse, Greening 
of Detroit, and the Green Sanctuary Committee. 

Sunday Morning Hospitality: Be a Greeter, an Usher, a Coffee Host, 
or a Book Cart Volunteer on Sunday mornings. It’s a wonderful way 
to get to know people and have fun serving the community at the 
same time.  

Twice yearly Rummage Sales: The last week of April/first week of 
May and the last week in September/first week in October we have 
our enormous Rummage Sale. People help by providing food for the 
many volunteers, sorting and pricing the goods, donating their gently 
used items, and by shopping.  

Chalice Circles:  These covenantal groups form in the fall and agree 
to meet regularly to discuss a topic and share of themselves in a more 
intimate and casual setting. Sign up online in September, or 
following the services.  

Opera Buffs: This group goes to see some of the MET Live operas at 
the AMC 30 in Sterling Heights. Check the website & monthly 
newsletter for scheduling. 

Film Buffs: a monthly Friday evening group that gathers to watch 
interesting films and discuss them over some good snacks.  

Sharing Dinners: a rotating monthly, dinner for eight pot-luck meal 
held in various members’ homes from October through May. You 
can sign up online or pick up a form following the services, or in the 
church office.  
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