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Our mission is to create a 
free and welcoming religious 
community that encourages 

lives of integrity, service, 
learning, and joy. 

Summer Sundays: ONE SERVICE 10:30 

June 1 – ROPE Sunday. Our annual 
presentation by the eighth graders who have 
completed an exploration of their own faith 
perspective and written credos to describe 
what they believe, and why.  Music provided 
by The Teen Choir. (Photo: Boston 2014) 

June 9 – “The Neverending Story”:  our 
annual bridging service, when we hear from 
the graduating youth what their BUC 
experience has meant to them.  Kathy and Worship Associate Judy Amir will reflect on this 
transition and what place all life transitions have in the story that we tell ourselves about our 
lives, and the story our lives are telling to others.  The service will also include our annual 
celebration of flower communion; please bring a flower to share in the ceremony.  Music 
provided by Rudolfs Ozolins 

June 16—“The Devil You Say”:  One of the television networks recently broadcast an updated 
version of the ‘60’s-era classic story, “Rosemary’s Baby.”  The story invites considering 
whether there might actually be some entity behind all the images and traditional teachings 
about an embodiment of evil called Satan or the devil.  But in the end, is there really any 
value in having embodied evil as part of one’s faith perspective?  Many traditions have 
claimed there is.  Kathy and Worship Associate Lisa Demian explore UU possibilities in 
ideas of a devil.  Music provided by Christina Dragone. 

June 22 – “A Mormon Sunday”:  Guest speaker, Dr. Gary Shepherd and Frank Arvan will 
lead us through a Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints) worship service.  Dr. 
Shepherd grew up in Salt Lake City in a Mormon family.  He served an LDS mission in 
Mexico as a young man.  Following this mission experience, he “lost his faith” but gained a 
scholarly interest in Mormonism.  He is the retired Director of Religious Studies at Oakland 
University and has authored four books on Mormonism.  To better convey the nature of a 
typical LDS church service, he suggests that congregants follow the Mormon monthly 
practice of fasting 24 hours by not eating Saturday supper or Sunday breakfast prior to our 
upcoming BUC gathering of June 22. 

June 29 – “The Gods Within Hinduism”:  Guest speaker, Anjali Vale from the Bharatiya 
Temple in Troy will bring her experience as a practicing Hindu and help us to understand 
the role of the various deities within that religion.  Anjali was born in India and is currently 
the chair of an Outreach committee of the temple committed to promote peace and nurture 
understanding of Hindu faith among non-Hindus.  Ed Sharples will be the Worship 
Associate; music provided by Ramesh Mangrulkar and his daughter, Abha Dearing. 

BUC Alliance has a traditional annual 
meeting in June which will be “extra 
special” this time – BUC Alliance is 
now 60 Years Old! 

We will have a lovely luncheon on 
Wednesday, June 4, at noon in the 
Social Hall. Donna Hollis, the 
“Inspired Chef,” has prepared these 
June luncheons for our group for 
several years. Do plan to come – 
everyone is invited. You’ll certainly 
enjoy being there with BUC friends! 
Several past presidents of Alliance will 
entertain us with stories from Alliance 
past. 

We will be taking reservations, paid in 
advance ($20). Please make checks 
payable to “BUC Alliance.” You may 
leave them at the church in the office. 
A large manila envelope is on the 
counter with “Alliance Luncheon” 
printed on it, or you may mail your 
check to Alliance at BUC, 38651 
Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield Hills, 
Michigan 48304. The deadline for 
reservations is SUNDAY, JUNE 1. 

This is our last gathering until October 
in 2014. Please join us in celebrating 
the end of our program year, and our 
60th Anniversary! 

Alliance 
Celebrates 
60 years 
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Connections: Joys & Sorrows 
To submit Joys and Sorrows for upcoming newsletters, please submit on our website newsletter 

submission form or write in the Joys and Sorrows book on Sunday morning.  

Welcome to Jeff Taylor, who signed the membership book on Choir Sunday, May 18th (Pictured here with wife Kelly, and 
daughters Emma and Madeline). 

Joanne Coates, whose husband, Kip, died last October, sends her heartfelt thanks to all at BUC 
who have continued their loving support with cards, visits and calls. 

Aletha Craig’s father died on April 28, 2014 at the age 
of Ninety. Aletha and Allen’s son’s fiancée father died 
suddenly on May 3, just six weeks before the wedding. 
The family asks that you keep them in your thoughts. 

Brenda McDonald, who many years ago was our 
Children’s Choir director and sang in the adult choir, reports that her ex-husband 
Charlie McDonald died on May 5. There will be a memorial service at BUC for him 
on July 12 (details in upcoming newsletter). 

Colleen Cavanagh and Dan Kosuth celebrated “24 wonderful years of marriage” on 
May 5, 2014.  

Joy:  “Ed Mellet, after twelve years, three program changes, and two kids earned his 
Masters of Energy Systems Engineering at U of M on May 3. 

Sorrow: “The Gragg family mourns the death of our mom and grandma, Elizabeth 
Gragg, who died April 15th. We remember the joys of her life.” 

Clavis Janes and Stefanie Bair were married at BUC on Sunday, May 26. 
Congratulations and best wishes, Mr. and Mrs. Janes! 

Bill and Kay Rittinger celebrated their 53rd wedding anniversary on May 20, 2014. 

Joy: “Rolland and Melanie Vriesenga want to express their happiness that their daughter, Doré is engaged to be married to Marty 
Kubasinski. 

Joy: “Alison and Doug Rule are happy to announce the arrival of their first grandchild James Douglas Rule!” 

Joy from the Magners: “The Make a Wish Foundation has picked up one of Bernadette’s original songs and is distributing it 
nationwide on their tunes for tots CD fundraiser.” 

Joy from Peggy Woehrlen: “I got the ‘best’ Mother’s Day present: watching my 
daughter graduate with her Master’s in Psychology degree from American 
University in Washington, D.C. No more tuition!! ☺” 

Joy from George Lentz: “The family and friends of Carry Lentz are celebrating 
her achieving a Master Degree in Public Health from the University of 
Michigan.” 

Kaye Rittinger had neck surgery at Beaumont on Monday, May 19. Please keep 
her in your thoughts.  

Colleen Cavanagh and Dan Kosuth, share their joy – their youngest son 
Michael graduated from high school.  
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Hospitality Party Time! 

When: 7 p.m. 
Where: Commons 

"WADJDA is a movie of firsts. This first feature film shot entirely in Saudi Arabia is the story of 
a young girl living in a suburb of Riyadh determined to raise enough money to buy a bike in a 
society that sees bicycles as dangerous to a girl's virtue. Even more impressive, WADJDA is the 
first feature film made by a female Saudi filmmaker. In a country where cinemas are banned 
and women cannot drive or vote, writer- director Haifaa Al Mansour has broken many barriers 
with her new film." - Rotten Tomatoes 

Madjda (Saudi Arabia - Germany, 2012, 100 minutes) In Arabic with English subtitles. 

Snacks provided. For more information contact Larry at 248-569-0965 or LJWisniew@yahoo.com. 

Getting Involved: Grief Support, Meditation, & 
Sunday Morning Discussion Group 

Monday Meditation Group 6:00-7:15 - Blue Door Rm 

Join us for a time of shared silence every Monday evening in the 
Blue Door. We begin with 30 minutes of silent meditation, then 
30 minutes of reflection on a reading, followed by another 10 
minutes of silence. This leaderless group is open for regular or 
drop in attendance. 

Sunday Morning Discussion Group Summer 

This group will meet at 9 a.m. over the summer while the church 
has a single service at 10:30. We are also changing our format 
from a book discussion to a Socrates Cafe format, which involves 
the selection of a topic at the beginning of the meeting, and a 
discussion follows without any need for prior preparation. Each 
meeting will be self-contained, so there will be no necessity to 
attend a long series of sequential sessions, as with a book 
discussion, and participants will be able to accommodate 
vacations and other summer activities.  

Grief Group – Tuesday, June 10th       

An open grief group meets the second Tuesday of each month 

from 6:30-7:30 in the Small Conference Room (left of the main 

entrance in the RE hallway). Whether you have had a recent loss 

or one from a while ago – you are welcome in this group. 

Dropping in for one meeting or coming every month is fine. If 

you have questions, please contact Grace Rising at 248-219-9654 

or gbrising@wowway.com   

The Membership Committee 
would like to thank everyone 
who has volunteered for 
Greeting, Ushering, Coffee 
making, and Book Cart selling 
for giving their time to make 
Sunday an inviting placefor 
our congregants.  June 20th 
(Friday) from 6-8:30, you are 

invited to apotluck pool party 
at the Foxhills Community Pools.  We will 

provide plates, charcoal, and the like.  Please bring a dish to pass 
and your own beverage (alcohol is allowed) but NO GLASS.  
Families welcome. Pam McAlpin’s community pools are located 
at: 1822 Fox River Drive, Bloomfield Hills, 48304 (Off of 
Opdyke Rd. between Sq. Lake and South Blvd). Available are 
showers, changing rooms, and a covered gazebo. Sign-ups are in 
the social hall after services or on Sign-up Genius  
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/8050C48AFAB2DA57-hospitality.  

NOTE: Rain date-June 27th. 

Pamela McAlpin 248-703-1718. 

Friday, June 27, 7:00 p.m. 
Film Buffs: Wadjda 
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Poetry, Art, & Writing 
Groups @ BUC are on 

Summer Break!  
Stay tuned for fall 

details ☺ 

Capek Woods Volunteer Opportunity  
Saturday, June 7 

 
Rummage Report 

Spring 2014 
 

Rummage update: What a wonderful effort by all of you 
who donate3d, sorted, sold, bought, cooked (and ate). The 
Rummage Committee is pleased to announce that we 
grossed approximately $15,600. Community Outreach 
continues in partnering with Baldwin Center, WHRC, the 
Furniture Bank and of course, the Salvation Army. 

But what brings us back year after year to rummage? 
Besides the outstanding treasures we find, the real treasure 
is the sense of community, fellowship and sense of 
connectedness. ~ Ann Throop 

Capek Woods Volunteer Opportunity Saturday June 7: When 6 
elm trees had to be cut down at the entrance to the woods, our 
landscape design had to be reconsidered. We've had a design for an 
entrance garden for a year now. Installation was stalled, however, by 
the church flooding and drainage problems last summer. But the 
time has come to plant the north side of the entrance! Please join us 
in the woods on June 7, 10 AM to 2 PM.  Garden gloves, long 
sleeves and pants recommended. Bring a lunch? 

Please let us know you are coming!    

Questions? Contact Stephanie Patil  sp4public@gmail.com or, Pat 
Hammer patriciajhammer@gmail.com.  
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Reflections by the Rev. 
Dr. Kathy Hurt 

As a student minister more years ago 
than I care to count, I heard a 
challenge from a veteran colleague 
that has haunted me over time.  This 
senior minister observed that if we 
clergy, and the churches we served, 
were truly doing our jobs of growing 
people spiritually, then we should 
eventually go out of existence.  After 
all, he argued, did it not stand to 
reason that just as adult maturity 

meant one no longer lived at home dependent on parents, and 
financial maturity meant that one became able to pay any bills 
incurred, and emotional maturity meant the capacity to deal 
with life’s inevitable difficulties successfully, then why not see 
spiritual maturity as resulting in a kind of independence and 
self-sufficiency, an ability to face challenges and develop 
meaning without relying on a church for help?  Not 
surprisingly, the rest of the ministers in the room vigorously 
took issue with this inflammatory argument, seeing as how it 
envisioned a time when none of us would have a job because 
we all would have become the spiritual equivalent of a 
person’s appendix, still hanging around but serving no useful 
purpose. 

The church year is drawing to an end as I write this column, 
inviting reflection on the ground we have covered, what has 
been accomplished, how we have grown spiritually—and 
discerning whether the church is still needed in our 
lives.  Before you plunge into summer, take a moment to 
consider your own spiritual journey over the last nine 
months:  how have you changed, how have you remained the 
same?  What seems to be the next spiritual challenge facing 
you, and what role, if any, will the church play in supporting 
you as you tackle that challenge? 

The problem I see in my veteran colleague’s argument lies in a 
vision of spiritual growth that seems to have a fairly specific 
endpoint.  For me, spiritual maturity is distinguished by an 
absence of such a specific endpoint; instead, spiritual growth is 
endless, forever opening out before us, inviting us to go 
farther, dig deeper, attend more carefully, discern more 
wisely.  And for such growth, I believe a church can play a 
crucial role (and I do not say that just to ensure I continue to 
have a job) in providing support, encouragement, challenge, 
options to explore, alerts about potential hazards and advice 
on how to navigate them.  A spiritual community ensures that 

I do not grow careless in assuming I have all the answers I need, 
that my version of reality is all there is. 

We have traveled far this past church year.  Yet the end of these 
travels shows us how much more there is to explore.  So it seems 
we may need the church to stick around and be there for us 
awhile longer, maybe always.  To paraphrase a definition of God 
once developed by a spiritual master, the spiritual journey each of 
us pursues is a circle whose center is everywhere, whose 
circumference is nowhere, a circle without end.  I suspect 
churches will forever keep showing up somewhere in that circle. 

Faithfully,    Kathy 

When I first came to BUC, 
Richard Nixon was in office and 
the Watergate scandal was in full 
swing.  In those early years I 
enjoyed the Alliance, so I was soon 
asked to be president.  I enjoyed 
working on rummage, so was soon 
asked to chair it.  I co-chaired the 
Outgoing Couples, was on the Nominating Committee and took 
part in dinner discussion groups and the choir. 

In 1980 our family moved to Ohio, and I missed the church 
terribly.  My daughter Laura and I even returned to work on a few 
rummage sales.  While in Ohio, my husband and I were among a 
charter group which started the Maumee Valley UU 
Congregation, now a flourishing church in Bowling Green. 

In ’85, when we moved back to the Detroit area, BUC was 
looking for a new office manager.  The timing was perfect.  I was 
thrilled to be hired, and I stayed at it for 23 years.  When I 
retired, I was relieved that I didn’t need to leave my community 
and that I could take on some of the volunteer jobs I hadn’t had 
time for when working. 

I again joined the choir, but I wouldn’t count that as volunteering 
since I enjoy it too much and get too much out of it.  Other 
volunteer opportunities I’ve taken on have been as a member of 
the church Program Council, the Leadership Development 
Committee, Sharing Dinners coordinator, SOS, church work 
days, Memorial Glen Committee, church historian, and, of 
course, Rummage-- something my daughter and I still both enjoy. 

I am honored and thrilled to be recognized for what to me is just 
working with friends in a community I love. 

Volunteer of the Month:  
Carol Lee 
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The month of May brought multiple opportunities for people 
to connect with each other and with our beloved community 
through music. For starters, John Spangler delivered a 
thought-provoking sermon about space and the choir 
complemented his concepts with "In This Very Room", a 
meditative reinforcement of his words. Mother's Day was 
special.  A small but mighty vocal ensemble, under the 
guidance of section leaders and Rudolfs, performed "Ave 
Maria" by Renaissance composer Vittoria. Choir Sunday was 
particularly moving. Thank you to each person who 
contributed their voice and their spoken words to the flow of 
the service. We received many compliments from the 
congregation for you.  Some memorable songs: "No Time" 
was passionate--"Hold Me, Rock Me" was calming and 
meditative, "Homeward Bound' arranged for choir/solo by 
Jim Bizer with Steve Dearing on guitar was whimsical and 
sweet, and others songs that touched your hearts. 

Have you considered singing with the choir? We are a fun, 
joyful bunch--we enjoy making great music, being challenged 
by each other, and snacking together!  Consider joining in 
the fall. Please drop a line to Abha, Steven, Amy Smalley 
(librarian) or find a choir-member in church and ask them 
questions.  We will be having some choir-gatherings over the 
summer, so please come and see if you want to stay!  We want 
you to be a part of US. 

Other music things: Kids Choir will sing with the ROPE 
Choir for service on Sunday June 1st.  

Are you on Facebook? Would you like to be more informed 
about music at BUC? Take a minute to go to the BUC Music 
page on FaceBook and "like" it – our posts will show up in 
your news feed and you won’t miss a recording or video post 
that you can share with friends to get them involved in all the 
great musical happenings at BUC. 

Abha Dearing abha.dearing@bucmi.org 

Steven Dering steven.dearing@bucmi.org 

Amy Smalley asmalley910@bgmail.com  

������������	
����

Baldwin Center Summer Program 
Summer Enrichment Program:  Last summer, BUC staff 
and volunteers conducted a week of afternoon workshops 
for children at the Baldwin Center in Pontiac.  We were the 
first outside organization to run such a program at Baldwin.  
Youth Director Lauren Fuller commented recently that, 
based on the positive experience with BUC, she would like 
to engage other organizations in running programs in a 
similar format during the summer or after school.  We are 
planning our program for this summer.  If you have a skill 
that could be taught or demonstrated or can volunteer as a 
helper, contact Mary Jo Ebert or Sharon Kirchner.  We 
expect to run our program in the latter part of July or early 
August and are hoping to expand it this year.  The children 
are interested in a wide range of topics including art, 
science, singing, dancing, cooking, video technology, 
creative writing, and many 
more. 

Trips for Kids:  On designated 
Saturdays during the summer, 
Baldwin staff and volunteers 
take children and a fleet of 
bikes to area parks to ride.  The 
kids love it!  Stefanie Bair is 
spearheading BUC’s 
involvement this year.  We’re 
hoping for enough participation from the Young Adults 
group and others in the congregation to provide the 
volunteer support for all six outings from June 7 through 
Sept 13.  Contact Stefanie Bair if you’d like to volunteer.  
Volunteers must be age 18 or older. 

  

Many UUs signed a petition that 
proposes to amend Michigan’s 
Minimum Wage Law to increase 
the wage to $8.10 in Jan 2015, to 

$9.10 in Jan 2016, to $10.10 in Jan 2017, and indexed to 
inflation thereafter.  It would also gradually raise the 
minimum wage for tipped workers until it catches up with 
the minimum for other workers.  This increase would 
enable workers, many of whom work full time and support 
families, to earn enough to surpass the poverty level. 

MusicMusic  
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On May 15, the Michigan Senate passed a bill that would 
eliminate the Minimum Wage Law and replace it with one that 
would increase the minimum wage by a smaller amount.  It 
would also likely render the petition moot because the law 
which it seeks to amend would be repealed.  At the time of this 
writing, the Michigan House had not yet voted on the bill, and 
the Raise Michigan campaign was proceeding with the petition.  

At the current minimum wage, a full-time person paid $7.40 per 
hour for 52 weeks earns a total of $15,392.  At $10.10 per hour 
by 2017, the person would earn $21,008. 

Contact Pat Hammer, Mary Jo Ebert, or Sharon Kirchner for 
more information. 

 

Many thanks to the 40 
volunteers from BUC, 
other area UU's, and 
friends who joined us in planting 250 trees May 10 and May 17. 
Both days were great weather, and we had fun along with 
beautifying two Detroit neighborhoods, and contributing to the 
world green effort. Pictured are Karen Stankye and Stefan, 
Kerstin, Joy and Colin Goldschmidt from BUC. 

SOS Fundraiser – 5k/10k Run/Walk 
August 3 – Join other walkers and runners for the inaugural 
“End Homelessness Now” 5k/10k Run/Walk at St. David’s 
Episcopal Church in Southfield to benefit the South Oakland 
Shelter.  Visit endhomelessness.southoaklandshelter.org for 
more information and to register. 

Jack Lessenberry To Speak at Grosse 
Pointe Unitarian Church 

June 6, 7:30 p.m. – Jack Lessenberry will address, “Detroit: How 
Did the City Come To This?  What Happens Next?”  $5 per 
person.  Wine and cheese reception following the presentation. 

UUSC Annual Fund Has a Matching 
Donor 

The UU Service Committee is a human rights organization 
based in Boston and powered by grassroots collaboration. In 
more than 15 countries, UUSC fosters social justice and works 
toward a world free from oppression.  The UU congregation at 

Shelter Rock in Manhasset, NY, is matching donations of 
$100 or more.  Visit www.uusc.org to make a donation of 
any size. 

June-July Plate Collection Recipient – 
Motor City Free Geek 

Motor City Free Geek is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to the repair and distribution of 
computers, responsible recycling of 
electronics, and teaching of open source 
software.  Ken Grundberg, who attends 
BUC, is the founder and operator of 
this organization, which recycles 
computers in these ways: 

• Salvage all good parts 
• Safely dispose of obsolete parts 
• Build usable computers and load them with open 

source (free) software 
• Grant computers to charitable organizations in the 

community 
• Make refurbished computers available to volunteers 
• Sell computers through local thrift stores 
• Parts that aren’t reused get recycled to the toughest 

standard, which keeps toxic e-waste chemicals out of 
landfills 

Earlier this year, the Detroit Free Press awarded Motor City 
Free Geek an honorable mention in their 5th annual Green 
Leader competition. 

Visit www.motorcityfreegeek.net for more information. 

Are you a grant writer?   

If so, and if you can volunteer some time, 
Motor City Free Geek is in need of your 
skills.  Contact Sharon Kirchner or send a 
note to MotorCityFreeGeek@gmail.com   

No Summer Vacation ….. 
There is no summer vacation for poverty, hunger, and 
injustice.  Let’s all allocate time during the summer months 
to work for justice in our communities and to make life a 
little easier for someone who cannot take a vacation from 
the struggles of daily living. 

Service & Justice Contacts 
BUC Service & Justice Co-Chairs:  Mary Jo Ebert, Sharon 
Kirchner 
MUUSJN (Michigan UU Social Justice Network):  
www.uujustice.org 
UU Service Committee (UUSC):  www.uusc.org 
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Religious EducationReligious Education    
Youth RE 
Perhaps you are new to BUC and have been puzzled (and a 
little annoyed) when you hear about “ROPE.”  Is this a church 
curriculum dedicated entirely to challenge 
courses?  Packaging?  Lariat-throwing?  Or perhaps you are a 
BUC regular who has dismissed ROPE as “one of those 
Religious Education things that requires a lot of money.”  As a 
matter of fact, ROPE—or Rite of Passage Experience—is 
arguably the single most important year in our Religious 
Education sequence.  It is a Coming of Age program, offered in 
late middle school like those in other faith traditions.  But our 
tradition does not require our young people to read from the 
Torah or follow other set rituals.  Instead, the ROPE youth face 
a more individual challenge: they are asked to craft a personal 
statement of faith, derived from conversations with family and 
congregants, study of the components of religious tradition, 
and the experience that 13 or 14 years of life has already 
supplied. On June 1, ROPE Sunday, our 8th grade youth will 
present their credos, marking the completion of the Coming of 
Age year. These young perspectives on faith and our 
congregation are the strongest indicators of the health of our 
program and of the future of our church, so this is an 
important day, not just for our youth and their families but 
also for our entire congregation. 

Of course, there are many important passages and another of 
these is the passage into adulthood.  On June 8, 
Bridging Sunday, we will recognize the graduating seniors who 
are leaving our program and beginning their lives as young 
adults.  The seniors who are able will make brief statements 
concerning their past and future—again, important to them but 
also important to our congregation.  Please join us! 

" ROPE Sunday: June 1st, 10:30 a.m. 
" Bridging Ceremony: June 8th, 10:30 a.m. 

The 6th and 7th graders will attend both ROPE and 
Bridging Sunday services.  At the Moving Up gathering on May 
18, we identified prospective fun activities for the coming 
church year. 

ROPE (Rite of Passage Experience): The class of 2014 will have 
their moment on June 1 at ROPE Sunday. They will celebrate 

their transition into high school that evening at the 
GUUSH-ROPE picnic at the home of Bill Fox and Kimery 
Campbell 
(http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F48AFAB29A31-
guushrope2). They will henceforth be encouraged to 
participate in all high school events.  (See below.) In 
anticipation of Boston 2015, the rising 8th grade families 
will begin their share of maintaining Scrip sales, which will 
continue year-round. 

The high school youth will say hello and goodbye to their 
peers at ROPE and Bridging Sunday and at the annual 
GUUSH-ROPE picnic on June 
1.  (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F48AFAB29A3
1-guushrope2)  And while school is out, we will begin work 
on leadership development, calendars, and event planning 
to make the 2014-15 GUUSH program one that appeals to 
everyone. 

Questions about Youth RE can be addressed to Kimery 
Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org 

Children’s Religious 
Education Summer RE 
Sundays @ BUC 
Beginning June 15th, Children’s RE will go to its summer 
schedule, offering multi-age programming during 
BUC’s 10:30 am worship service.  There will be a Nursery 
for the littlest ones, a Preschool class and a Kindergarten 
through Fifth grade class meeting each Sunday through 
Labor Day.  Our summer theme is always Great Books & 
Great Fun, involving creative craft activities, games and 
sharing wonderful stories.  BUC’s youth (6th grade-–High 
School) are welcome to join us or go into the Sanctuary for 
worship.  Occasional Youth Group programming will occur 
during the summer – stay tuned to your email for notices of 
events with UFO, ROPE &/or GUUSH.  Look for more 
info in July newsletter or contact the Director of Children’s 
RE at eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org. 
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The children in the Explorations School for Young Learners Toddler Program 

have been very busy!  We celebrated Earth Day by cleaning up the 

playground and planting flowers at the school’s entrance door.  We have also 

been exploring and learning more about plants, oceans and bugs!  In the 

coming weeks we will 
focus on zoo animals 
and we will be going to 
the zoo for our end of 
the year field trip! 

June brings us to the end of a very exciting school year for the 

Explorations.  We have grown from a two day a week program with three 

children to a four day a week program with eight children, and our summer 

and fall programs are starting to fill up!  It has been both exciting and 

rewarding to watch the children and our program grow.  We look forward 

to many more fun filled days and years of exploring and learning for 
toddlers, preschoolers and young five year olds! 

Please tell your family, friends and neighbors about our Preschool Summer Camp Program.  The program is built to be flexible, 
so whether you need a few weeks of camp or just a random day here or there, we can make the program work for you.  Each day 
will have a different theme and we will have a great time with games, sports, crafts, music, cooking, and more - everything your 
active camper needs to stay engaged throughout the day.   

SIGN UP GENIUS:  EXPLORATIONS SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LEARNERS 

PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 

JUNE 16th – JULY 18th  
MONDAY – FRIDAY 

(no classes July 3rd or July 4th) 

AGES TIME COST 

   

18 – 34 month olds 9:30 – 12:00 $21.00 per day 

   

3 – 5 year olds 9:00 am – 12:00 pm $25.00 per day 

   

3 – 5 year olds with lunch hour (family 
provided disposable sack lunch) 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm $33.00 per day 

   
Each day must have a minimum of 5 enrollments - (combination of any age group) in order to run. 

18 - 34 month old -  (34 months old as of Aug 1, 2014) 

 3 - 5 year olds - must be potty trained and be 3 years old by October 1, 2014 

Parents may choose one program or a combination of the two 3- 5 year old programs offered. 

Preschool Summer Preschool Summer 
CampCamp 2014! 2014!    
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Offered free of charge as a

community service

BRAHMA KUMARIS

An Interfaith Dialogue facilitated by 

Ms. Basma El- Bathy 
Professor of Islamic Studies 
at Wayne State University/Oakland University

Rev. Penny Hackett-Evans

Retired Unitarian Universalist pastor

Brahma Kumaris representative 
to the United Nations in New York. 

Sponsored by: 

Interfaith & Adult Seniors Committee (Bharatiya Temple)
Institute of Engaged Hospitality (IEH)
Charles Mabee (Director of Christian Studies, Oakland University)
John Suggs (Member of Bahai faith for 35 years)

The Promise of Spiritual Convergence

Guest Speaker

www.bharatiya-temple.org | www.bkmichigan.org

Bharatiya Temple 
6850 N Adams Rd, Troy, MI 48098

Enabling the Common Good

Sunday, June 22 | 1:30pm - 3:30pm

Gayatri Naraine

is a spiritual educator, 
writer and speaker. Since 
1980 she has been the

Are you on Facebook? So are we! In fact, BUC has 
several special interest pages in addition to our main 
church page. What happens when you “like” these 
pages? When you click the “like” button on our 
Facebook page, you receive notification of our posts in 
your newsfeed on your wall, just as if we were “friends” 
(which works for us, since we want to be your friend).  
The reason for the various pages, is to refine the posts 
that show up in people’s news feeds. This allows users 
to self-select what they would like to receive 
information about. There are times the main BUC 
Facebook page will “share” a post from one of the sister 
pages (such as a SoundBites concert). On our main 
page, we have “liked” each of the affiliated BUC pages, 
which serves to point people to those pages. 

When you “like” a post from one of our pages, it shows 
in your news feed, and might potentially direct your 
friends to our page, which is a [rettu painless way to let 
folks know about our fabulous church. If you share a 
post from one of our pages, it helps us spread the UU 
and BUC word and is a free source of indirect 
advertising for us.  Plus you get to see things you won’t 
see anywhere else, such as the terrific “Throwback 
Thursday” 
picture 
provided by 
our own Rev. 
Dr. Kathy 
Hurt.  
This picture 
post, is of 
Kathy  circa 
1968, being 
crowned a 
queen in the 
Girls’ Auxiliary program in Texas. This post was viewed 
by 287 people, and ranked highest in audience 
engagement with 104 people “clicking through.” 
(Okay, just this once, we’ll share a Facebook exclusive 
with the newsletter…See what you’rve been missing?) 

Interested in reading Kathy’s sermons and don’t want 
to have to go to our website to find them? They are also 
all archived in the “Notes” section of our facebook 
page. 

We also have a “closed” BUC group (anyone may 
request to join) where more specific church questions 
and discussions can be raised, and news shared. Simply 
search for BUC. 
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Instant Church Directory Mobile App Trial 
What is the Instant Church Directory Member App and who can access it? 

I signed BUC up for a free one-month trial of Instant Church Directory. Our trial ends June 21 and I am looking for feedback 
from users. I downloaded this to my iPhone 5 and enjoy having the directory on my phone. I particularly like the searchable 
feature (look at how many Lisa’s there are at BUC!) and having the pictures is nice. These are the directory pictures from 2011, 
and anyone that has a more updated picture or would like to change the picture I have for them, is welcome to email it to 
lisa.crawford@bucmi.org  and I will upload and attach it to your directory entry. I have not invested the time yet in marking all 
the active members with an asterisk as they are noted in the pdf directory file. I don’t think this is the prettiest app, but it seems 
easily navigable, and the cost to the church is $60 a year, which is more reasonable than some of the prettier ones. 

This is a free app that allows members to sync our church's directory to your iPhone, iPad, iPad 
Mini, Android device or Kindle Fire. Members will be able to view the church and staff 
information, as well as search and view family members. Members will also be able to call; 
email or text if a phone number or email address is available on the church, staff or family 
details. Any changes that are generated on Instant Church Directory Online will automatically 
download to each member's devices, ensuring they always have the latest information. 

To download the app to your Apple device, click here: 
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/instant-church-directory/id589542221?ls=1&mt=8 

Android device, click here: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.instantchurchdirectory.members  

Kindle Fire, click here: http://www.amazon.com/Communication-Resources-Inc-Instant-
Directory/dp/B00D76604E/ref=sr_1_1?s=mobile-apps&ie=UTF8&qid=1371671565  

Who can access the app? 

Anyone who has an email address listed in the directory (under their family details) will be able 
to request access to download and sync the directory on his or her device. Each member will receive a password per device, which 
cannot be shared with other members. Any member that is set to Inactive will not be able to procure a password. If a member 
has the directory on their device, and is later set to Inactive, they will no longer be able to sync and access the directory until they 
are set back to Active. Furthermore, all of the data is protected by SSL so only the church and our members will have access to 
your church data.  
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38651 Woodward Avenue 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 
www.bucmi.org  

Birmingham Unitarian Church 

First Class Postage 

Fordree Law Firm, P.C.           
Deborah E. Fordree 

145 S. Livernois #280,  
Rochester Hills, MI 48307 
Telephone   248.652.1222          
Fax800.672.6260             
fordreelaw@yahoo.com 

Estate Planning – Wills, Trusts, Health Care  
Directives, Powers of Attorney, & General  
Practice 

 If you chose to make Birmingham 
Unitarian Church or UU organization a 
recipient of your estate, I will donate up 
to 20% of the fee to the Church or that 
UU organization.   

Personal Assistant  *  Compassionate Care  *  
Non-Medical Homecare 

Excellent BUC References 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personal Assistant - Compassionate Care 
Susan Marie  

suesearch9@aol.com 
(248) 247-5893 

Non-medical homecare, personal assistant, companion. 
Light housekeeping, shopping, errands, meal prep, 

laundry. 
College graduate, non-smoker, no alcohol/drugs,  

excellent driving record.  Able to travel.  
Overnight or live-in possible.   

Lower than agency rates. 


