
 

 

 

June 2 – ROPE Sunday:  Our annual presentation by the eighth graders 
who have completed an exploration of their own faith perspective and 
written credos to describe what they believe, and why. 

June 9 – “Breaking from the Bud”:  This time of year is a time of 
beginnings in the natural world and completions and endings in the 
human world, as the school year, the church year, and other cycles 

coming to an end.  Kathy and Worship Associate Kristi Fielder reflect on the 
ways that beginnings and endings often coincide, and what this coincidence tells 
us about our understanding of time and the rhythms of our lives.  The service 
includes our annual celebration of flower communion. There will be a short 
survey in the order of service and also online regarding the use of media in 
worship. 

June 16 – “Beyond the Yellow Brick Road”:  Drawing on the iconic story of 
Dorothy’s efforts to return home told in The Wizard of Oz, Kathy and Worship 
Associate Lisa Demian consider what takes us away from home initially (when we 
are not swept away by a tornado like Dorothy), why we sometimes want to return 
and sometimes resolve to stay away, and the many journeys of homecoming that 
shape our lives.  BUC seniors will be honored in the service in a bridging 
ceremony. 

June 23  “From Biblical Sarah to Seinfeld:  Jewish Humor Through the 
Ages” Rabbi Arnie Sleutelberg.  Rabbi Arnie, as he is known, is finishing his 
25th year as spiritual leader of Congregation Shir Tikvah in Troy.  Helping foster 
understanding with Muslims, African Americans and Christians is a focus of his 
rabbinate. In his sabbatical travels, Rabbi Arnie studied Hinduism and Buddhism 
with special emphasis on meditation techniques.  

June 30 – “Good Stuff”:  Churches of all kinds typically warn against 
materialism, valuing the stuff we have too much.  Yet we keep working hard to 
acquire more stuff, encouraged by our culture and pervasive marketing.  Kathy 
and Worship Associate Ben Gabel wonder whether this impasse of getting stuff 
and trying not to want stuff can be broken by actually caring more about stuff.  
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Sunday, June 16 
 

Following the service, around 11:30, the 
BUC Board of Trustees will be holding 
a Town Hall-style forum during which we’ll 
be discussing issues related to development 
and restoration of the BUC campus, such 
as the parking lot. We hope as many 
members of BUC who can, will stay after 
service to hear what the Board and various 
committees have been discussing about the 
projects that are being considered and the 
ways they may be financed. Bring your 
questions. 

Our mission is to create 
a free and welcoming 

religious community that 
encourages lives of 
integrity, service, 
learning and joy. 

Sunday Services 9:30 & 11:15 

We Begin Summer Sundays 10:30 
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Prayers or positive thoughts are requested for Barb Eschner’s brother Bill 
and three children in Connecticut. They are dealing with the loss of wife, 
and mother Marguearite, who died last month at age 54, after a long illness. 

It is with great joy that the Arnold family announces the engagement of their 
oldest daughter Heather to James Roney. Heather and James have started 
planning for a summer 2014 wedding. 

Brad Williams shares his joy at the graduation of his son Trevor, from 
Michigan State University with a degree in psychology, with highest honors. 
Trevor has been accepted into a doctoral program and will begin this fall.  

Mary Ann Hunter’s husband of 45 years, Jim, passed away on May 7. The 
Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt presided at a memorial service for him at BUC on May 
11. 

Paul Vachon is celebrating the release of his new book, Legendary Locals of 
Detroit. 

Karen Spangler, daughter of Teresa Honnold and Craig Spangler, 
granddaughter of Helen and Elson Spangler, received a Masters Degree in 
public policy and urban planning from the Gerald Ford School of Public 
Policy and the University of Michigan. 

Bill and Kaye Rittinger will be celebrated their 52nd wedding anniversary 
on May 13. Congratulations! 

Connections: Joys & Sorrows 
To submit Joys and Sorrows for upcoming newsletters, please submit on our 
website newsletter submission form or write in the Joys and Sorrows book on 
Sunday morning.  

Kathy Ransome is pleased to announce that her daughter Elizabeth (who suffered traumatic injuries as a result of a fall last year) has 
returned to her work as a nurse on May 8. Her stamina is reduced, but she is thrilled to be back doing what she loves. 

Phyllis Wilkinson, long time BUC member, who relocated to Florida some years back, died suddenly the third week in May. 

Please keep Mary Reese in your prayers. She is facing surgery and chemotherapy due to a recurrence of her breast cancer. 

The MAMA’s Coffeehouse 20th Anniversary Concert in May was a tremendous success with a capacity crowd, raising over $3,500 
for Forgotten Harvest! 

The Grand Opening of Cindy Raffel’s new dance studio in Rochester Hills was a big success on May 18. 

Hillary and Maya Bishop cat, Owen, passed away on Friday, May 17. He lived a long and happy life. Maya calculates is age of 16, to 
be 112 in cat years! 

Kelly Taylor had a second surgery for her breast cancer on May 28. She is also concerned for her father-in-law who is in the hospital 
with ailing lungs and heart. Prayer and positive thoughts would be most appreciated. 

A sorrow from Amy Smalley – we said goodbye to beloved cat Artemis on May 20. Her outgoing personality, green eyes, and 
constant purr are deeply missed. 

Stephanie Patil’s mother passed away on May 18th in Tucson, Arizona. 
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Grief Group – Tuesday, June 11th     
An open grief group meets the second Tuesday of each 

month from 6:30-7:30 in the Small Conference Room (left 

of the main entrance in the RE hallway). Whether you have 

had a recent loss or one from a while ago – you are welcome 

in this group. Dropping in for one meeting or coming every 

month is fine. If you have questions, please contact Grace 

Rising at 248-219-9654 or gbrising@gmail.com  

Young Adults – Potluck, Round 2! June 23rd  
The May potluck was cheese-tastic! Any and all Young Adults 
are invited to join us for the second potluck on June 23rd in 
the Commons from 12:00 -2:00 p.m. This time, they’ll be 
games…  Check for updates, join the event, tease folks 
about what you’ll be bringing on the Facebook page “BUC 
Young Adults.” 

Hospitality Huupla, June 23rd! 
Join us following the service on June 23rd for an overview of 

how we do hospitality at BUC on Sunday mornings. Larry 

Freedman, King of the Ushers will run through the 

responsibilities for those who choose to serve as ushers. 

Roger Marshall, King of the Coffee will run through what it 

takes to host social hour and Lisa Crawford will explain the 

simple steps involved in being a Sunday morning greeter. 

We’ll start in the Sanctuary following the postlude. There 

will be prizes. (You know you want those donut coasters…) 

Planned Giving Day at BUC, June 9th  

Planned Giving is the term applied to planning your estate 
so that a portion of your assets go to BUC (or other charity) 
upon your death. The gift can be made many ways including 
adding a codicil to your will or an amendment to your trust. 
The gift can be designated for unrestricted use by BUC or 
for the General Endowment Fund or other area of interest.  

A table will be set up during coffee hours on June 9th with 
members of the Planned Giving Committee available to 

answer your questions. Some church members may 
be interested in learning about the 
deferred gift annuity, an investment 

that provides you with tax-advantaged 
income during your lifetime. 

If you leave a bequest to BUC by any one 
of the above means, you automatically 
become a member of the Hallock Heritage 
Society, which was established as a way of 
honoring your commitment. 

 

Getting Involved: Grief Support, Young Adults,  
Artist Reception & Planned Giving 

Flowing Light 
Sherry Adams Foster ~ June 3-27 

Artist’s Reception: Friday, June 7 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Sherry is a Michigan native who lives in 
Huntington Woods.  She graduated 
from both the University of Michigan 
and Wayne State University. 

She started painting in oils, but soon 
realized the paintings she most 
admired were fresh, luminous 
watercolors.  The light shining through layers of 
transparent color was, and is, a source of delight and wonder 
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Discussion Groups @ BUC 
Words & Spirit 

Sacred & Profane, Wednesday, June 19th  

Science for Everyone – Begins Again September 17th  
 

Alliance Special Luncheon, June 5th (Reservation deadline June 2) 

As we look towards the ending of the traditional church year, we will also be taking a break from our “Words and Spirit” classes.  
The two groups that meet monthly will have their final meeting of the church year in June.  We meet monthly.  Both groups are 
open to drop in as well as regular attendees. 

June 4 (NOTE DIFFERENT DAY & Red Door Room this month!)   – Spiritual Conversations; Poetry and Reflection 

This month the group will be looking at poems and prose about creativity and imagination.  Feel free to bring a poem or short 
piece of prose related to this topic or to anything that moves your spirit.  We reflect on the topic together and then share poems 
we have brought.  We are interested in what moves us, what we wrestle with, who we are as UUs.  This group is facilitated by 
Penny Hackett-Evans 

June 17 – Journal Writing as a Spiritual Quest 

This group spends time writing together.  We will continue our use of the book Life’s Companion;  Journal Writing as a 
Spiritual Quest by Christina Baldwin.  The book can be ordered on Amazon, though it is not necessary to own the book to 
participate in the group.  The group is always open to beginners and pros alike.  Sharing is always optional.  Bring your journal, a 
pen and a willing spirit.  This month the group will be facilitated by Luanne Holder 

Sunday Morning Discussion Group 
 During the summer months we will be discussing the great virtues. 
We meet from 9:00 to 10;15 in the Large Conference Room. Drop in 
anytime to share your ideas and experiences or just listen. Our 
schedule for June will be as follows: June 2- Gratitude, June 9- 
Forgiveness, June 16- Generosity, June 23- Humility and June 30- 
Tolerance. 

The group will continue to meet during the summer months (June through August) on the 
3rd. Wednesday of the month (June 19, July 17, August  21) at 10:30 AM in 
the large conference room. The topic for all 3 months is "Moral Issues in 
Current Events". Participants should come prepared to discuss a current event 
that is of particular interest to them." 

We are taking a break during the summer (June through August) and will resume our meetings in the fall. The next scheduled 
meeting is on Tuesday, September 17 at 7:30 p.m. in the Large Conference Room.  The topic is "Epidemiology: Assets and 
Pitfalls. 

The 2012-2013 program year of Alliance will end on Wednesday, June 5, with a special luncheon/annual meeting. It will be at 
Noon in the Social Hall. We have had excellent programs, and enjoyed six brown bag lunches together, so now is the time for a 
more festive get-together! (The business meeting will be BRIEF!) 

Donna Hollis, the Inspired Chef, will cater the luncheon again this year. Reservations are being taken, with payment of $18 (same 
as last year). They may be mailed to Alliance at BUC, 38651 Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304. After mid-
May, we will have a table during coffee hours to take reservations. The deadline for reservations is Sunday, June 2. Checks should 
be made out to BUC Alliance. 
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Reflections by the Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt 

Author Barbara Kingsolver’s book Flight Behavior centers on a fictional instance of monarch 
butterfly migratory behavior that changes in response to climate changes triggered by global 
warning.  Much of the story illustrates our ongoing debate about causes of global warning and, more 
pointedly, our minimal response to it thus far, attributed by some of the characters in her book to 
our innate human desire to have things remain the way they have always been and our resistance to 
believing that change is actually happening.  At what point, and how, do we come to realize that 
things will not be returning to the way they have always been and set about modifying our 
expectations and behaviors to take into account a new reality? 

Studies of church trends invariably note the desire of all congregations of all kinds to keep things 
constant, familiar, and predictable, with the invariable response to any proposed change sounding 
the same:  “well, we’ve always done it this way.”  The result is that churches tend to be static 
organizations for the most part, all doing the same things in the same ways, with the truly 
revolutionary or experimental church being an anomaly.  This seems an odd development given that 

the earliest churches were themselves revolutionary groups, persecuted because they flew in the face of religious traditions of the 
times.  Now that we have entered a time where unchurched individuals accustomed to a culture of visual images and visual 
communication styles come through our doors, how do we come to realize that the way we’ve always done it may no longer be 
relevant, and set about modifying our expectations and behaviors to take into account a new reality? 

No matter how many wise men and women, prophets and preachers and leaders, come along telling us that all is impermanent and 
we would do well to learn to live with impermanence rather than pretend it will not affect us, that somehow we can create an 
exception to transience, we still fight it, probably as another of our efforts to insist we have control of our experience.  We seem 
especially inclined to resist most strenuously those changes, which could actually benefit us, make our lives richer, healthier, 
happier.  Try taking stock of the places in your own life where you presently see tension or conflict:  are those also places where 
changes are occurring that you dislike or disapprove of, changes that threaten the way things have always been?  No doubt you fight 
those changes because you truly believe they will make matters worse, debase your lifestyle in some way, take away what you have 
come to depend on, to cherish.  But is there even a shred of possibility that the change could bring something good your way?  Or 
will the change happen no matter how much you fight it, in which case how long do you want to be engaged in a hopeless fight, 
and at what point might you shift instead to learning to live with a new reality? 

In faith, hope, and love, 

Kathy 

Update from BUC’s Front Desk: 
1. A huge THANK YOU to Alliance! They have generously agreed to fund the purchase of a new phone system for BUC's Office. 
This up-to-date technology will provide us with many great features to allowing us to handle phone calls from congregants and the 
public more personally and professionally! Installation will occur over the summer. 

2. We've updated another restroom door handle for ADA-compliance - in the Bride's Room. 

3. Our 2 AED's are on order... but still several months out for delivery. 

Volunteer Office Crew for Summer Friday Mornings 

Hats off to a generous crew of volunteers who will be staffing the phones in the BUC Office on Friday mornings throughout the 
summer months. One exception will be Friday, July 5th.  Otherwise a friendly voice will answer the phones or greet you in person 
from 10-1 on Fridays.  Our hope is that this will be a successful venture and will continue throughout the year. 
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MusicMusic & Art & Art  

We are delighted and blessed to lead such a fantastic group of 
musicians here at BUC.  As spring bloomed, so have many of 
our singers! The Kids Choir sang a tribute to our teachers in 
early May and returned to join the Chalice Choir for the 
Choir Sunday services. 

This year's Choir Sunday theme, "Playing is Praying", seemed to 
inspire lots of folks to get back in touch with their younger 
selves.  Our Chalice Choir busily prepared with solid regular 
rehearsals, a high-energy, disciplined clinic with Choral 
Conductor Dr. Joseph Daniel and some extra intense time 
spent preparing the readings, stories and songs.  Amy Smalley, 
our awesome librarian (and so much more) was recognized for 
her service, solos and small groups performed delightfully, and 
Rudolfs was a consummate accompanist through it all.  A shout 
out to Steven for running a successful choir rehearsal while 
Abha had another concert to conduct.  

Looking ahead, this summer calls us to The Baldwin Center in 
Pontiac, where we will create a camp experience in August for 
kids in the established Baldwin youth program and summer 
camp.  The three of us will be running choirs, guitar classes and 
music sessions. We will need help from any volunteers who 
would like to be part of this new, and hopefully on-going, 
endeavor.  

Thanks for your support and desire for high-quality music at 
BUC. We are proud and excited to continue to call this our 
workplace as well as our creative and spiritual home. As always, 
please let us know what you think.  

Chalice Choir 

Kids Choir 

“Art enables us to find 
ourselves and lose ourselves 
at the same time.” 

By Ann Amenta, BUC Art Committee Member 

These words of Thomas Merton often come to me as I make my 
way down the art filled stairway approaching the Sanctuary at 
BUC; the bridge from our everyday world to one of spirituality. 

In April, Sonia Molnar, well-known water colorist and teacher, 
retired from her very successful term as chair of the BUC Art 
Committee.  Her hardworking husband, Andy and the rest of us 
on the committee met for fe'ting and feasting at D'Amato's in 
Royal Oak. We are all thankful for their dedication and equally 
grateful that they won't be leaving us. 

Joe Sim, who has taken over as our new Chair comes to us with 
triple credentials as an artist, Professor at Oakland Universtiy and 
professional art installer.  Our artwork at BUC continues in very 
qualified hands. 

The Colored Pencil Society of Detroit Exhibit was hung on May 
7th and on the 10th we held a very successful Reception for them 
from 6---8 PM.  Those attending the Artist's Reception's have the 
opportunities to enjoy a lovely social gathering with good food 
and beverages, at no charge, surrounded by really good art and 
best of all. to meet and talk with the artists.  What could be a 
better way to learn about art then by asking the artists themselves? 
Every one is always invited and some of our most appreciative 
attendees are children-------art, COOKIES,  What Fun! 

Under Joe Sim's guidance, we have been planning a special 
summer of art at BUC.  Artist members of BUC and friends of 
BUC will comprise the exhibit which will be running through July 
and August.  Are you an artist we don't know about? Watch BUC 
bulletins and 
notices for more 
information 
coming up 
soon.  And every 
day, let yourself 
look at the world 
around you in a 
new way.  Art is 
everywhere! 
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The art committee of BUC is coordinating a juried art exhibit for artists within the BUC community. This will be an opportunity to 
recognize the artwork of BUC members and those within the BUC family. We encourage your participation to highlight your art in 
the BUC Gallery. Please submit! (up to three works) 

Prizes will be awarded in the following categories at the show opening 
Adults  Bests of Show Under 18 Best Young Artist 
  1st Prize    1st Prize 
  2nd Prize    2nd Prize 
  3rd Prize    3rd Prize 
  Merit Award   Merit Award 
  Merit Award   Merit Award 
 
The goal is to have 30 - 40 works on display through July and August 2013. 
Exhibit timeline: 

Intake  Deadline for delivery  Thursday, June 13 
  Delivery Option 1 (preferred) 

• Deliver your art to BUC from 9am to 11am for selection 
• All art will be safely stored until selection 

Delivery Option 2 
• Artwork can be submitted via email – attach jpeg images 
• Send to Joe Sim, Art Committee Chair – joesim@msn.com 
• Please put BUC Summer Show  in the subject line 

Selection The BUC art committee will select the works for the exhibit. An independent juror will judge the art that is 
selected for prizes. 

• Selection  Friday, June 14,  9am – 11am 
• Notify selected artists  Tuesday, June 18 
• Art can be picked up  Tuesday, June 18 

 
Install   Thursday, June 27      10am Juror selection Thursday, June 27        2pm 
Artist Reception  Friday, June 28    6 - 8pm 
De-installation  Thursday, Aug. 22       9am   Art pickup  Thursday, Aug. 22  10am - 2pm 

2 dimensional artwork: 
• Artwork selected must be framed in a manner suitable for extended display and ready for hanging with appropriate hanging 

wire on the back. 

• Artwork may be rejected solely on this requirement, so please do not use cheap frames that do not allow suitable hanging. 

You may contact Joe Sim with any questions regarding suitable framing. 
3 dimensional artwork: 

• Relief sculptures (work that can hang on the wall) will be considered if it can be determined that the art can be hung safely 
within the gallery limitations 

• Free standing sculptures will be considered if it can be determined that the art can be placed safely within the gallery 
limitations 

Sales: 
All art sales will be the responsibility of individual participating artists. Potential buyers will be asked to contact artists directly. An 
exhibitor list will be available throughout the duration of the show with artist contact information. BUC asks only that 20% of your 
sales be donated to the church to help fund future exhibits. Good luck! 

2013 BUC Members Art Exhibit 
aka “The Summer Show” 
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Perhaps you are new to BUC and have been puzzled (and a 
little annoyed) when you hear about “ROPE.”  Is this a church 
curriculum dedicated entirely to challenge  
courses?  Packaging?  Lariat-throwing?  Or perhaps you are a 
BUC regular who has dismissed ROPE as “one of those 
Religious Education things that requires a lot of money.”  As a 
matter of fact, ROPE—or Rite of Passage Experience—is 
arguably the single most important year in our Religious 
Education sequence.  It is a Coming of Age program, offered 
in late middle school like those in other faith traditions.  But 
our tradition does not require our young people to read from 
the Torah or follow other set rituals.  Instead, the ROPE 
youth face a more individual challenge: they are asked to craft 
a personal statement of faith, derived from conversations with 
family and congregants, study of the components of religious 
tradition, and the experience that 13 or 14 years of life has 
already supplied.  On June 2, ROPE Sunday, our 8th grade 
youth will present their credos, marking the completion of the 
Coming of Age year. These young perspectives on faith and 
our congregation are the strongest indicators of the health of 
our program and of the future of our church, so this is an 
important day, not just for our youth and their families but 
for our entire congregation. 
 
On June 16, Bridging Sunday, we will recognize the 
graduating seniors who are leaving our program and 
beginning their lives as young adults.  The seniors who are 
able will make brief statements concerning their past and 
future.   
 
ϖ ROPE: June 2nd, 9:30  & 11:15  

ϖ Bridging Ceremony: June 16th, 10:30 only. 

The 6th and 7th graders will attend both ROPE and 
Bridging Sunday services.  Following second service on June 
2nd, they will enjoy a Moving Up Pizza Party to welcome the 
fifth graders into the youth 
program and begin planning UFO 
events for the 2013-14 church 
year.  (Please sign up on our 
website, under “Learn”) Parents, 
please feel free to plan an event!   

8th Grade will celebrate their transition 
into high school immediately after 
second service at the GUUSH-ROPE 
picnic (Signup from our website 
www.bucmi.org “Learn”) and 
henceforth are encouraged to 
participate in all high school 
events.  (See below.) In anticipation of Boston 2014, the rising 8th 
grade families will begin their share of maintaining Scrip sales, 
which will continue year-round. 
 
The high school youth will say hello 
and goodbye to their peers at ROPE 
and Bridging Sunday and at the 
annual GUUSH-ROPE picnic 
on June 2.  Sign up for all these 
events online at www.bucmi.org 
“Learn”.   And while school is out, we 
will begin work on leadership development, calendars, and event 
planning to make the 2013-14 GUUSH program one that appeals 
to everyone. 
 
Questions about Youth RE can be addressed to Kimery Campbell 
at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org 

Summer RE Sundays 
Beginning June 16th, Children’s RE will go to its summer 
schedule, offering multi-age programming during BUC’s 10:30 
a.m. worship service.  There will be a Nursery for the littlest ones, 
a Preschool class and a Kindergarten through Fifth grade class 
meeting each Sunday through Labor Day.  Our summer theme is 
always Great Books & Great Fun, involving creative craft activities, 
games and sharing wonderful stories.  BUC’s youth (6th grade-–
High School) are welcome to join us or go into the Sanctuary for 
worship.  Occasional Youth Group programming will occur during 
the summer – stay tuned to your email for notices of events with 
UFO, ROPE &/or GUUSH.  Look for more info in the July 
newsletter. 

The summer program offers a great introduction to 
teaching Sunday school at BUC.  The RE staff does all the prep 

for you, walks you through the activity before the class starts and 
then cleans up after you!  All you have to do is show up and 
interact with some wonderful kids and a co-teacher.  Don’t pass 
up this chance to have a rewarding experience and contribute to 
the life of the church!  For more info, 
contact eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org.  It’s not just fun for the 
kids.  You’ll have a great time, too! 

Children’s Religious Education 

Youth Religious Education 
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Service & Justice 

Service and Justice program leaders Mary Jo Ebert and Ilene 
Beninson, along with BUC staff, are excited to announce a BUC 
outreach partnership being formed with the Baldwin Center in 
Pontiac.  This non-profit organization has been serving adults and 
children in Pontiac since 1981 and offers over 25 programs, 
including a family soup kitchen, clothing closet, after school 
enrichment, GED program, urban gardening, AA meetings, and 
Health & Fitness programs. 

Later this summer, BUC staff and volunteers will lead activities 
for children who participate in the Summer Enrichment Day 
Camp program for kindergarten through 6th grade.  Our offerings 
will include arts and crafts, stories, video production, and choral 
and instrumental music, woven into a weeklong series that 
culminates in a dramatization to be filmed and set to music.  We 
are also exploring possibilities for BUC involvement in the urban 
gardening program and “Trips for Kids,” which organizes biking 
trips in county parks for Pontiac children on weekends.   

We are forming this partnership with the Baldwin Center in 
response to requests from BUCers to serve the needs of our 
neighbors in Pontiac and for service opportunities at differing 
times of the day and week to accommodate varying schedules of 
our congregants.  We are eagerly anticipating the opportunity to 
be a good neighbor in new ways that will enrich us all.  Watch for 
further information about volunteer opportunities as this program 
develops. For more information contact Mary Jo Ebert or Ilene 
Beninson. maryjoebert@gmail.com       ilene.beninson@gmail.com 

Read more about the Baldwin Center at www.baldwincenter.org. 

Thank you to the over 60 volunteers who came from BUC and 
other area UU churches! 

May 11 Volunteers: It was so 
nice to work with all of 
you Saturday. All the trees 
were planted. Nobody was 
hurt. You were a great group! 
Thanks so much for your 
contribution.  

May 18 Volunteers: Thanks 
so much for your 
effort Saturday. We had a 

Baldwin Center Partnership 

Greening of Detroit Report 

smaller than expected group of volunteers, which made for more 
work. In the eight years I have done this, I think these work 
conditions were the hardest. Digging hard clay required picks for 
almost every dirt removal. Each team planted three to five trees. 
Normally a team needs to do only two. I was greatly impressed 
with your effort! I heard a few volunteers comment that they did 
not feel effective. I strongly disagree. Whether you were swinging 
a pick, handling a shovel or rake, or just out there supporting us, 
all of you made a difference. These trees will outlast all the 
volunteers.  

Fifty percent of each Sunday’s plate collection is donated to an 
organization that serves the wider community. The designated 
recipient for June is MUUSJN (Michigan UU Service & Justice 
Network), which is a coalition of Michigan UU churches 
working together to promote social justice and community 
service. Learn more at www.uujustice.org. Register for 
MUUSJN’s email distribution list at this site to receive regular 
updates and calls to action. 

From the April collection, we donated $1649.50 to The 313 
Project, a non-profit organization for which BUC members Aisa 
and Eric Berg serve as directors. Our donation is supporting the 
2013 Women’s Empowerment clinic, which provides 
comprehensive legal, supportive, and educational services to 
underserved women, children, and families impacted by 
domestic violence and/or humanitarian crises such as hunger, 
poverty, and the absence of basic needs such as shelter, food, 
and clothing.  “Hats off!” to Eric and Aisa for the work they are 
doing and to the BUC congregation for its support.   

The Plate Collection committee is accepting applications for 
recipients 
for the third 
quarter of 
2013. 
Application
s may be 
submitted at 
www.bucmi.
org. Click 
the “Give” 
tab, then 
“Plate 
Collection 
Application.
”  

 

Plate Collection 
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Green Sanctuary News 

News about environmental degradation can be overwhelming, 
making us feel helpless.  Carolyn Baker*  urges us to 
realistically acknowledge the chaotic effects of global warming; 
then transform ourselves courageously to put our core values 
into action, for the sake of the earth. 

On Earth Day, BUCers jotted down our heartfelt wishes for 
environmental actions. Out of 92 wishes, the greatest number 
(28) were for clean energy - solar, wind, and geothermal. These 
have been listed in the “Notes” section of “BUC Green 
Sanctuary” our Facebook page.  

Your Green Sanctuary will use our BUC Facebook page to 
keep you informed about environmental events and actions in 
our area (send info to Paul 
Vachon, pr.vachon@hotmail.com). We've posted our Earth 
Day Wish list there, and some notes about the fracking issue 
with a list of possible positions and links to use. Watch for 
future notes about pipelines and clean energy alternatives. We 
hope you will post lots of comments!     If you aren't on 
Facebook, you can catch up on Green Sanctuary Activities 
at bucmi.org, under the "serve" heading or contact Annis 
Pratt,  248 644-0737 (avpratt@aol.com) if you need material to 
be emailed or snail mailed.  

*Navigating the Coming Chaos: A Handbook For Inner 
Transition (www.carolynbaker.net/books/navigating-the-
coming-chaos/), 

 

BUC is excited to announce that we are in the licensing process 
for our new preschool, Explorations School for Young 
Learners.  After months of research, training, planning and hard 
work we have passed our first inspection with an “A” rating! A 
few more State required inspections to go, and we expect to have 
our provisional license in time to welcome our first preschool 
class this coming fall.  As a way to introduce our new school to 
the public, we will offer two weeklong camp experiences in 
June.  This also allows us an opportunity to try out the space and 
see what modifications we might want to make before officially 
opening the school in the fall. Registration for the camp is going 
on now.  Registration packets may be picked up from the main 
office at BUC or you can download the forms from the Pres-
school website.  

The preschool has a teaching staff ready that includes Geri 
Ruggles, a retired Birmingham Public School 
kindergarten teacher who has come on board and has been 
instrumental in coaching us through our preparations, and 
BUCer Kaye Rittinger, also a veteran preschool teacher who has 
worked in the Pontiac School District for many years.  The 
school is also planning to have a Mom's Morning Out 
(babysitting) component for 18 month - 33 month old 
children.  This portion of the program will be lead by Carol 
O'Brien. 

Questions?  Contact Kim Ruiz, kim.ruiz@bucmi.org for 
additional information or pick up one of the flyers for the school 

from the literature rack by the office, or  visit the school's 
provisional website explorationspreschool.com or visit 
their Facebook page Explorations School for Young 
Learners. 
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Rummage 2013 
 

Ask Not What Rummage Can Do For You 

BUC Rummage Treasurer Ann Throop is happy to report 
that our gross earnings for the 2013 Spring Rummage Sale 
were well over $17,000!  This exceeds the income from fall 
and equals that of last spring.  Of this, Silent Auction 
contributed almost 15%, which chair Laura Lee attributes 
to quality donations.  Keep them coming. As always, this 
church fundraiser could not happen without hard work 
from many, many people.  If you are among this throng, 
please give yourself a hearty pat on the back. Those who 
follow Rummage know that it is not only a community 
builder and a fun shopping opportunity, it is also a major 
fundraiser and a form of stewardship, something each of us 
can do to strengthen and support our beloved church 
community. 

It is also more than a source of income to 
BUC.  It is a form of ministry, providing 
affordable, quality used goods to members 
of the public, many of whom return year 
and year and some of whom begin lining 
up outside the door hours before the sale 
opens.  Our leftover goods have, over the 
years, benefited even more families and 
individuals via the Furniture Bank, Most 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church’s homeless 
clothes closet, the Oakland County Jail 
library, WHRC, Afghan children’s 
missions, South Oakland Shelter, Disabled 
American Veterans, the Salvation Army, 
and more.  Leftover food has gone directly 
to the Common Ground Sanctuary’s 
shelter for homeless teens, the Humane 
Society has received towels and blankets, 
and many a BUCer has used Rummage for personal 
outreach by shopping on behalf of others in need.   

The Rummage Committee will be talking this summer 
about the future of Rummage.  If you have suggestions, 
please share them with staff liaison Kimery Campbell or 
any member of the Rummage Committee.  And please 
mark your calendar now, in indelible ink, for fall Rummage 
Week: September 29-October 5, 2013. We are always 
looking for folks to help with truck pickup and with clean-
up on Saturday afternoon! (Pencil us in on your October 
calendar ) 

One More BUC Auction 
Opportunity – June 8! 

 

A Beginning Acting “Cold-Read” 
Workshop 

With Steve Blackwood, BUC’s own “resident” actor, from 
“Days of Our Lives” fame! 

Starting in 1997, Steve Blackwood played lovable bad guy Bart 
Beiderbecke on “Days of Our Lives”, a role he relished because the 
soap opera's writers let him have fun with his character. In 2007, 
Beiderbecke died after getting caught in the middle of a bloody sword 
fight, leaving Blackwood without a steady job. Steve has been a 
regular renter for years doing his acting workshops at BUC, and is 
soon relocating to the East Coast. 

At this workshop Steve will provide 
copy for various scenes so that in 
pairs you will “cold read” a script 
with a partner. This is very similar 
to the typical audition process, 
where you are considered for a 
specific part. Steve will be provided 
age, physical descriptions and if 
possible a photograph of the 
participants, in order to “cast” you 
in a part. You will each “audition” 
in one scene, Steve will give you 
direction and feedback, and you 
will also observe all the other scenes 
and learn from each other. 

Saturday June 8, from 7:00pm to 
9:00pm, in the Commons. 

This workshop is limited to 16 participants, minimum age 16. 

Suggested Donation: $40 (Student $25) 

(Street value for a 3-hour workshop with Steve is $85.) 

ALL proceeds go to BUC. Contact Jim in the Church office if 
there are any questions. 

Sign-up by calling the office at 248.647.2380, or send an email 
to jim.shettel@bucmi.org. Please include your age, and a 
photograph (if you have one in the last BUC directory we can 
use that). 



 

 

 

Birmingham Unitarian Church 
www.bucmi.org 
 38651 Woodward Ave 
Bloomfield Hills, MI48304 

BIRMINGHAM UNITARIAN CHURCH JUNE 2013 


