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Salvation 

Often we survey a mess around us and have 
to admit, reluctantly, that we may be our 
own worst enemies.  Influences from our 
families, from our culture, sometimes from 
communities that initially seemed to help 
us, turn sour and draw us into 
unproductive, even destructive, behaviors 
that sabotage our lives.  Is salvation possible 
when what I need to be saved from—is 
myself?  Kathy and Worship Associate 
Camille Harris consider ways we change 
from within when no external savior shows 
up.  This is Kathy’s last Sunday before 

Sundays in April 
9:30 & 11:15 a.m.* 

5th     

Theories of salvation have to 
begin by explaining where and 
why things went awry, so that 
we find ourselves and our 
world in need of being saved.  
Kathy and Worship Associate 
Lisa Demian tackle this 
fundamental question, for 
until we see where things are 
wrong, we cannot begin to set 
them right.  A new social 
justice initiative, studying 
escalating inequality, will be 
introduced in this service.  
And we will mark our annual 
celebration of Daffodil 
Sunday. 

12tt

h   

Easter morning is 
traditionally a time of 
celebrating the story of life’s 
triumph over death.  What 
saves us from the forces of 
death, the influences that can 
oppress us, send us into 
hiding, cause us to shut down 
and cease living fully?  Kathy 
and Worship Associate Sara 
Constantakis look for signs of 
salvation from unexpected 
corners of our lives. 

4/5 “Surprise Savior”  

4/12 “How Did We Get Here?”” 

19th   On all sides, we see evidences 
of environmental distress, 
signs that our very earth is in 
desperate need of salvation.  
Do we have it in ourselves to 
be transformed into saviors of 
the planet?  Kathy and 
Worship Associate Donna 
Mohr mark Earth Day in a 
service that takes salvation 
from the individual soul to 
the entire earth.  Music 
provided by the Sound 
Messengers. 

Most spiritual traditions include some 
consideration of how we change, and in some 
traditions a significant degree of change is 
called salvation.  Our Universalist ancestors 
had much to say about salvation, taking issue 
with how it had often been interpreted and 
what ideas of salvation imply about human 
nature, about God, about an afterlife.  These 
days, we may be most apt to hear references 
to salvation in terms of an experience of Jesus 
that dramatically and irrevocably changes 
one’s life.  In all this, is there meaning for 
contemporary Unitarian Universalists in 
images and ideas about salvation?  What 
would a drastic life change look like for any 
of us, where would it come from, what would 
inspire it?  And do we need some external 
force, a savior of some sort, for salvation to 
come our way?  These are some of the 
questions taken up in our April worship 
services, with the monthly theme of salvation. 

Birmingham Uni tar ian Church 
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4/19 “I Will Lift Up My Eyes 
Unto the Hills”” 

April 26th 
“Saved from 
Ourselves”  
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Fred Straky is home after spending a month in rehab from spinal surgery. 

On March 12 Gregg Bloomfield’s mother died of complications from late stage 
Parkinson’s.  

Former BUC member Kathleen Thomson had a bad fall recently. Now living in La 
Crosse, Wisconsin, she broke her tailbone and also her pelvis in two places.  

Colleen Cavanagh would like to thank her BUC family for the love and support the past 
nine months while she searched for her next job. The hunt has concluded, Colleen 
accepted an offer to be 
the Administrator at 
Devonshire 
Retirement Village in 
Lapeer, Michigan. 

On Saturday the 21st 
of March, BUC 
sponsored a booth at 
the fifth-annual LGBT 
wedding expo hosted 
by Between the 
Lines.  In addition to 
presenting an LGBT-
friendly space for 
celebrations of 
commitment, volunteers represented the UU spirit of affirmation.  For decades, the 
UUA has affirmed the rights and dignity of the LGBT community, and BUC was proud 
to be part of this community celebration. (Pictured above, Joanne Copeland and John 
Spangler.) 

A Joy: Donovan Burleigh was accepted into the University of Detroit Jesuit. 

A Joy: the Fielder family will be moving into the Baker household during spring break. 

Connections: 
Joys & Sorrows 

“…joy and sorrow 

are inseparable… together 

they come and when one 

sits alone with you… 

remember the other is 

asleep upon your bed.” 

-Khalil Gibran 

Stewardship 
Thanks to all who have responded to the 2015/2016 Stewardship Appeal. This is an important part of membership at BUC and 
part of the promise we make to one another to support this community. If you haven’t pledged yet: please do so soon. If you have 
lost or have not received a pledge packet, email or call Eric & Annette Sargent (sargente@me.com; 248-792-2278) or pick up a 
blank pledge packet at the church office. Contact Reverend Hurt if you need a hardship waiver. 

Deadline for Memorial 
Glen Cenotaph 
Engraving Extended to 
April 8th  

Forms to purchase a space are 
available in the church office 
(current and pre-need agreements) 
and will need to be returned and 
finalized by April 8th. to be 
engraved before the annual service 
Memorial weekend. 

Pastoral Care Resource  

Wondering how to deal with a coming time of recuperation from surgery when you aren't able to drive? Need some way to 
support an elderly parent who still lives at home? The Pastoral Care Associates have compiled an extensive list of community 
resources for all the surrounding communities that our members come from, listing services of all kinds that are available, from 
transportation to counseling to senior care to help with meals. This resource book is out on the Pastoral Care table each Sunday 
during coffee hour, and available in the office other times for you to consult. 
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A congregant recently shared an article with me about the notion of 
“holding space.” The term shows up in settings in which one person is 
serving as a counselor or a good friend for another, and describes a 
relationship in which efforts to fix, to shape a particular outcome, to judge 
or direct, are all absent—a tall order, given that most of us, when we are in 
the presence of someone who is struggling, have the good-hearted 
inclination to try and do something for them. But holding space means 
setting aside that inclination, being willing to walk alongside the other 
person, be present for them, listen, and, hardest of all, trust that the person 
has the capacity to work through whatever they may be dealing with at the 
time. Efforts to fix and direct and move the person along to what I might 
sincerely believe is the best solution, however well intentioned, have the 
effect of taking away that other person’s power, the power to grow and 
transform. Instead, by holding space I allow that power in the other person 

to emerge. And it will emerge, usually not on the timetable I might want, often not in the 
ways I might deem best, but it will emerge.  

On May 1, you and I will part company for a time, as I leave BUC life for a four-month 
sabbatical period. Unitarian Universalist ministers and congregations have long recognized 
the value of time apart so the minister can recharge, learn some new ideas, try some creative 

REF LECT IONS 

experiments, do some deep thinking, and then return refreshed and ready for the next chapter of ministry. I am not taking a 
sabbatical, then, in order to hunt for another job, nor am I going on sabbatical because anything is “wrong,” because I am 
unhappy or disappointed in you or disappointed in myself. My health is good, so I’m not going on sabbatical because I am sick or 
ailing in any way. Rather, our completion of our recent capital campaign, from where I stand, marks the end of a chapter in 
church life, and I want to pause and reflect, reflect for more than a few minutes in the shower or while driving but reflect at 
length, on what our coming chapter in ministry might be, how we can best continue to grow together, how we will open our doors 
and our hearts to more people with the saving message of Unitarian Universalism, how our community can become spiritually 
deeper, more loving.  

While I am on sabbatical, you will be well cared for by two people who will assume my dual role of minister and executive. 
Reverend Penny Hackett-Evans, a long-time member of BUC and a retired UU community minister, will be overseeing Sunday 
services, providing pastoral care as needed, and bringing a ministerial presence to church life. Jim Shettel, also a long-time member 
of BUC who presently is on staff as our Church Administrator, takes on the responsibilities of the executive, working with our 
Board of Trustees, overseeing administrative and facilities operations, and supervising 
the church staff. You will find their photos and contact information on the last page of 
the newsletter in case those names are unfamiliar to you. The Board and I have 
complete confidence in the ability of Penny and Jim to support and serve you during my 
absence. And I also have complete confidence in this congregation to continue its 
capable and compassionate work of being a beloved community during my absence.  

I expect to enjoy my sabbatical time, and I’m eager to have you experience the gifts Jim 
and Penny will be sharing with you. No doubt you will discover some creative new 
leadership potential among yourselves that might otherwise go unnoticed if I was always 
around as usual. I know I will miss you, quite a lot, in these coming months. But we will 
hold space for one another in this time apart, trusting that growth is continuing, and 
celebrating when we come together once more.  

Love,  

Kathy  

“Unitarian 
Universalist 
ministers and 
congregations have 
long recognized the 
value of time 
apart...” 

Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt 
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Opera Buffs 

Grief Support Group, Tuesday, April 14, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

April 25: Mascagni’s Cavalleria Rusticana and Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci.  
In this final live HD transmission of the season, opera’s most enduring tragic double bill returns in an evocative new 
production from Sir David McVicar, who sets the action across two time periods but in the same Sicilian village. Marcelo 
Álvarez rises to the challenge of playing the dual tenor roles of Turiddu 
in Cavalleria Rusticana and Canio in Pagliacci. Rae Smith (War Horse) has 
designed the moodily atmospheric 1900 village square setting of Cavalleria, which 
transforms to a 1948 truck stop for the doomed vaudeville troupe of Pagliacci. 
Eva-Maria Westbroek (Cav) and Patricia Racette (Pag) sing the unlucky heroines, 
and Met Principal Conductor Fabio Luisi is on the podium. 

BUC opera goers meet at the AMC Forum 30 theater in Sterling Heights for the 
live in HD Saturday matinee transmissions directly from the stage of the 
Metropolitan Opera in New York. Many of us go for a bite to eat after the opera 
for discussion and fellowship. Tickets are $22. ($20 seniors). 

Contact Larry Freedman – lawrenceman@sbcglobal.net  for more information 
and to be included on the opera email list.  

7:00 PM in the Large Conference Room  

"In 'The Lady in Room 6: Music Saved My Life' - winner Best Documentary, Short Subjects 2014 
Academy Awards - Aliza Herz-Sommer, aged 109 and the world's oldest Holocaust survivor, tells the 
story of how music saved her life: both during her time at Theresienstadt concentration camp and 
in the years afterwards." -IMDb.com  

The Lady in Number 6: Music Saved My Life (USA, 2013, NR, 39 minutes) Snacks provided. For 
more information contact Larry at (248) 569-0965 or LJWisniew@yahoo.com 

Sunday Morning Discussion Group: 
9:30 – 10:45 a.m. 

Film Buffs: Friday, April 24 

Meditation Monday on Hiatus in April 

Join us Sunday mornings in the Large Conference Room for a lively book 
discussion group. We are currently making our way through “Living the 
Secular Life” by Phil Zukerman. The group will NOT meet Sunday, April 26 
due to Rummage Intake. 
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MAMA’s: Floyd King & 
the Bushwackers  

+ 

7:00 Doors Open — Show Begins 8:00 
$15 tickets, $13 senior/student 

Opening act: Patrick Niemisto and John Kumjian from the 
band New Third Coast. 

Floyd King & the Bushwackers is a vocal and instrumental trio 
from Oakland County, Michigan.  The Bushwackers play a 
mixture of folk, western, swing, gospel, and island 
songs.  They’ve been called ‘Party Gospel’ but add in those 
other things too. 

The Bushwackers came together around 2002 with Lamb’s 
Retreat for Songwriters and Maggie Ferguson’s Live! From the 
Living Room concert series as the primary incubation 
locations. Opening act: Patrick Niemisto and John Jumjian 

Music at BUC  
Spring has sprung for BUC music and we've got lots goin' 
on. February and March had many ups and downs and a 
little calm stability In April would be welcome. Warm 
thanks to Eric Sargent who was bassist for the band's March 
appearance--glad you did the gig, and you sounded great. In 
April, we welcome the organ and Mozart for our Easter 
services. Earth Day will be honored with music by The 
Sound Messengers, this time with a guest lead singer.  

The SoundBites Concert Series welcomes Goran Ivanovic 
and his group on April 10. Their eclectic fusion of Balkan, 
jazz and Latin sounds will delight and entertain you while 
the delectable sparkling wine and unforgettable desserts will 
leave delighted. Visit the website for info.  

The BUC Chalice Choir is busy preparing music for our 
10:30am Choir Sunday service, "The Road to Happiness". 
After one service, there will be a congregational meeting. Be 
sure to come a bit early to get a seat. We would love to 
welcome new choir members to our fold over the summer 
at fun choir events and to sing with us in the fall . Please 
don't hesitate to ask us about choir or all of the Music 
activities! Ideas, comments, suggestions? Direct them to us 
at: Abha.dearing@bucmi.org  or Steven.dearing@bucmi.org 

Saturday 

April 
  18  



 

 6 BUC  

Birmingham Unitarian Church  April 2015 

April Volunteer of the Month: Kateri McMullen 

Just over 5 years ago, I came to BUC for the first time. I hadn't been to a church in my adult life and was new to Unitarian 
Universalism. I found a home here, ideas that resonated with me, and many kindred spirits. I especially connected with the way 
UU youth are encouraged to freely explore & find their own paths, and became quickly involved as an advisor with the high school 
program. 

After 4 years advising, I've lost count of the weekend cons I've driven the youth 
group to and the number of times I've slept on a couch in Red Door. My 
vacation days are generally used for youth events, my van has some extra wear 
& tear, & I've gotten overly familiar with the route to southern Indiana. It may 
look as if I'm sacrificing a lot, but I gain more than I can give. 

When I was a teen myself, my youth group gave me a safe place to be myself 
without fear of judgment, to express my thoughts, connect with peers, & share 
my troubles. I believe that the most powerful experiences we can have in life are 
when we can give others that which we ourselves once needed. 

Working with the youth group has introduced me to some of the best & most 
inspiring people I've ever known. It gave me a positive focus during one of the 
rougher times of my life, helped me grow as a person, & has changed my 
perspective on the world for the better. 

I adore our UU youth. I am inspired by their passion & commitment to social justice issues, charmed by their spontaneity & their 
humor, touched by their burdens & troubles, & fascinated watching them become young adults before my eyes. They've helped me 
learn to speak more sensitively, challenged & expanded my patience, & given me countless opportunities to stretch myself & 
experience new things. I look forward to the future these young people will create, & I treasure the time I spend with them on their 
way there. 

Kat McMullen 

BUC Commons 7:00 - 9 pm. 

Are you burdened by stuff?  Looking to get motivated to clean out for 
rummage?  Have you read the best selling book, "The Life Changing Magic of 
Tidying Up"? Then this is the class for you.   Come join this two-session class led 
by Mary Lanphier, Teresa Honnold and Marcia Mahood.   

We will discuss: 

• Spiritual and physical de-cluttering 
• Examine your relationship to "stuff" 
• Learn to keep what brings you joy, and let go of excess possessions 
• And - increase your donations and support of spring rummage!! 

Contact marciamahood@gmail.com to sign up for this class by April 5th. Get 
your own copy of the book or Marcia can order it for you for $10.  Books will be 
given out at the first class. 

Spiritual Spring Cleaning Wednesdays, April 8 & 15 
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Continuing the March worship theme, prayer, are you looking to 
reignite or ignite your prayer life? Are you interested in examining 
your own prayer practices and perhaps try a modern adaptation of 
saying the rosary, or using prayer beads? No matter your beliefs 
about what or who is the divine, lets put down the semantics and 
pick up our very own prayer beads. If you are interested in joining 
this exploration, we'll be discussing the book, Simply Pray, and will 
be designing our very own prayer beads. Please contact Laura 
Rizzo, 248.808.0512, laurarizzburl@gmail.com 

BUC Alliance invites everyone to its spring events, leading up to its summer break. On Wednesday, 
April 15 we will have our usual “Brown Bag lunch” at Noon. (Alliance supplies beverages and 
cookies). And THEN… 

Our very special program, starting about 1:00 p.m. will present a speaker from the Detroit Institute 
of Arts. The subject is the murals in the DIA garden court, officially named “the Detroit Industry 
Murals.” 

These masterpieces are the work of Diego Rivera and his wife, Frida Kahlo, who spent a year here 
in 1932-33. This meeting is a not-to-be missed event! 

Save the date, Wednesday, June 3, for our Annual Meeting luncheon. Details will be in the next 
BUC newsletter. 

Interested in a Study on Prayer?  

BUC Alliance Wednesday, April 15: the Detroit Industry Murals 

Bring your Someone to Rummage! 
As BUC gears up for its semiannual all-church rummage sale (April 26 to May 2; sale dates are April 30 to May 2), the number one 
concern is, will we have enough volunteers? The Rummage Committee asks you to Bring Your Someone to Rummage!  

Who? Well, what about a friend with a flair for organizing or a neighbor who would like to meet 
some new people? Guests, like BUCers, are permitted to do early shopping if they work at least 
four hours or bring two or more food items. We can particularly use extra hands on 
Saturday during teardown.  

Easiest of all is to bring your kids to Rummage. We have two family nights—Monday and Friday—
but young people are welcome at any time during Rummage week. They can sort, carry intake, 
consolidate, tear down boxes, and dozens of other jobs. We also offer child care for the very 
young. (Please notify us in advance!) Not only does this provide material support to our all-
church fundraiser, it sends your kids a solid message about what it means to be an active steward of a beloved community.  

Rummage drop off times: Sunday, April 26 through noon on Tuesday, April 28. For large items, notify the Truck Coordinator 
at: buc.rummage.pickup@gmail.com by Friday, April 24. Please check all boxes before you bring them to BUC. Make sure your 
donations are carefully packed, look for missing parts and instruction manuals, label anything that needs labeling, and—to make 
for safer Rummage experience-- remove any broken pieces, soiled items, and spiders! 

Rummage Sale Dates: 

Thurs., April 30…..6:30-9 

Fri., May 1………..10-2:00 

Sat., May 2………..9-Noon 
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Service & Justice April 2015 
Challenging Extreme Inequality: Class & Classism 

In last month’s newsletter we introduced the topic of Escalating Inequality, a study/action topic for UU congregations.  BUC and 
other area UU congregations will collectively launch this program in April.  During the first phase, we will study this complex 
topic through varied offerings such as reading and discussion events, guest speakers, workshops, and film viewings.  This study 
phase will help us recognize changes needed to address the issues of inequality and identify actions we can take, both as 
individuals and in partnership with advocacy groups and larger institutions. 

We can readily point to various forms of oppression that contribute to inequality, including 
those related to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, and mental illness. But to understand the 
topic of economic inequality, it is instructive to explore the sometimes taboo subject of class 
and classism.  A class consists of a large group of people who share a similar economic and/or 
social position in society based on their income, wealth, property ownership, job status, 
education, skills, or power in the economic and political sphere. Classism occurs when 
someone is treated differently, either better or worse, based on their class or perceived class and 
is often characterized by sweeping generalizations or stereotypes.  

On May 30, we will conduct a workshop at BUC titled, “UU Class Conversations,” which will 
explore the implications of class and classism.  Participants will consider the intersection between class and race and other forms 

Daffodil Sunday & Marriage Equality: On April 12, BUC will celebrate Daffodil Sunday, the annual 
renewal of our commitment to be welcoming toward gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender persons and to 
advocate for their rights and well-being.   

On March 22, 322 same-sex Michigan couples celebrated the one-year anniversary of their legally-
recognized marriages.  Amidst the celebration was the reminder that marriage equality does not exist yet for all couples. On April 
28, the U.S. Supreme Court will hear oral arguments challenging Michigan’s gay marriage ban and is expected to rule on this case 
in late June in what is likely to be a landmark decision about marriage equality nationally. 

Meanwhile, the Michigan House voted 65-44 to approve bills that allow child placement agencies to refuse placement with gay 
families who want to adopt or become foster parents if it conflicts with the agency’s “firmly held religious beliefs.”  These agencies 
receive state funding.  Contact your state Senator and the governor’s office to voice your opinion about these bills.  

2015 Greening of Detroit Tree Planting: 

Each year BUC plants trees with other Greening volunteers. Please save these dates and join us: May 
9th location is: Huntington-Grandville, and May 16th is Larned Anniversary planting! Planting 
is 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. More info is available thru Me or on line atwww.greeningofdetroit.com. 

Contact Me or sign up at BUC in mid April. 

Paul Plante, BUC Greening Coordinator, X734-464-1577, pplante@twmi.rr.com. 

If I Had a Hammer:  Do you have home building or improvement skills that you’d like to use for 
the benefit of others?  Maybe you don’t have those skills but would still like to help provide a 
decent living space for someone else?  Consider connecting with BUC member Paul Plante, who is 

working with Habitat for Humanity in Detroit, Dearborn or Lincoln Park every Thursday from 8:00 AM to 4:00 p.m. Pontiac 
is also a possibility.  Paul says, “We need all levels of skilled and unskilled workers. We can teach you how to do any of the 
tasks required for that day.” Contact Paul at pplante@twmi.rr.com for more information or find his phone number in the 
directory.  More information at www.habitatdetroit.org. 

Through our Service & 
Justice program, BUC 
ministers to the needs of 
our communities, promotes 
social and economic justice, 
and serves as an agent of 
social systemic change. 
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Plate Collection Recipient – Affirmations 
Affirmations Community Center, located in Ferndale, was founded in 1989 on the 
philosophy that "gay is good; you are not alone" and has expanded to include lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender individuals. Affirmations strives to create an atmosphere of safety and 
acceptance for all people. Its programs focus on helping people along the entire spectrum of 
sexual orientation and gender identity find and develop community where they value and 
respect themselves and others. These programs include advocacy for LGBTQ rights, support 
groups, workshops on topics such as personal growth, self-awareness, and family development, 
recreational activities, and efforts to address LGBTQ health disparities.  Affirmations is the 
largest LGBTQ organization in Michigan and tenth largest in the U.S. 

Nominate a Recipient 

The plate collection committee is seeking recipient candidates for the next quarter.  If you know of a local organization to recommend 
for our plate collection, submit an application online at www.bucmi.org.  Click the “Social Justice” tab, then “Plate Collection 
Application.”  Contact maryjoebert@gmail.com if you prefer to submit a paper application. 

BUC Service & Justice Co-Chairs:  Mary Jo Ebert, Sharon Kirchner 
MUUSJN (Mich. UU Social Justice Network): www.uujustice.org 
UU Service Committee (UUSC):  www.uusc.org 
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Please contact Eleanor McGuire, Children’s DRE, with any questions at: eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org  

Thank you to everyone who made Youth Sunday 2015 possible! We were hugely grateful for everyone who helped coach, 
encourage, and mentor youth; who drove kids to rehearsals and meetings; who shopped, set up, tore down, publicized, 
organized or otherwise were part of this very complicated process. A special thanks to Dwane Adle and the ROPE families for 
the lovely brunch buffet and to Eleanor McGuire who helped out with everything from tech to dishes. Adults, you showed 
the youth how much you value their contributions and youth, you put together a service of which you should be proud. 
Thank you.  

Coming up: The 6 & 7 class will wrap up its unit on Protestant Christianity in April and begin a 2-week look at mythology. 
They will end the month on April 26with a church service day as they (and the 8-12th grade youth) help out with Rummage 
setup.  

The 8th grade Rite of Passage Experience (ROPE) class will have a lesson on Spirituality and Worship and spend more time 
working on their credos. On April 30, they will depart for their long-awaited UU Heritage trip to Boston!  

The Sunday morning high school class will continue its discussions centered on the theme of Radical Inclusion.  

The final high school conference of the church year is the Bridging Con, a gathering to say farewell to the graduating seniors. 
This con will take place from April 24 to 26 at the UU church in Indianapolis. If you are planning to go, please let Kimery 
Campbell know, as we will need to know how many drivers to recruit. .  

If you are not receiving regular email updates about youth events, please send your contact information to Youth DRE 
Kimery Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org. You can also find updated youth event information on the RE Calendar 
on the BUC website. 

Religious 
Education 

Children’s RE 

Youth RE 

The RE program has scheduled an optional volunteer work day at Gleaners of Pontiac for K-
12th grade children/youth/friends and their families from 9:00-11:30am on Friday, April 
3rd (Good Friday). Sign up at the link on our website www.bucmi.org on the RE page, or 
contact Eleanor or Kimery if you have questions. Hope to see you there!  

RE Volunteer Opportunity, April 3 

Save the date:  FRIDAY, October 16th! 

Talent & Service Auction 2015 

Theme. Menu. Entertainment. Silent and live auction surprises. It's all under 
construction! 

The only thing your Auction Committee can say right now is that this will be THE 
event of the year. Mark your calendar and watch this space for how YOU can join in 
the fun! 

WATCH  

THIS  

SPACE 
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Explorations School for Young Learners 
March was a busy month in the Explorations School for Young Learners Preschool and Toddler 
Programs! We read many Dr. Seuss books to celebrate his birthday month and the children created 
fun projects, including “Cat in the Hat” cats that they made themselves.  

To celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, we read stories about Ireland, shamrocks and leprechauns. A sneaky 
leprechaun even came into our school to hide his treasure! It was very exciting to search for, and find 
his gold coins!  

Explorations School had its first unannounced inspection from the State of Michigan since earning 
our permanent license and we passed with another A+ rating! We were, also, proud to welcome 
another new student to the program! We are all thrilled to watch our program continue to grow.  

In April, we are looking forward to many fun and exciting discoveries related to spring! Explorations is now accepting registrations 
for fall for both of our programs, the Young Explorers Toddler School (18 – 33 months) and the Explorations Preschool (3-5 year 
olds). BUC’s preschool continues to grow and the staff truly enjoys the opportunity for outreach into the surrounding communities. 
We now have families from Bloomfield Hills, Birmingham, Troy, Southfield, Berkley, and Royal Oak.  

Please visit us at our upcoming OPEN HOUSE on Thursday, May 7th. For more information about Explorations please contact us 
atexplorations@explorationspreschool.com or 248-647-6531 x210. 

Confused about the Keystone Pipeline? Join us on April 13th in the 
BUC Sanctuary from 7-9 p.m. as we host “Honor the Earth” with 
Winona LaDuke and the Enbridge Tar Sands Resistance Tour 
appearance at BUC, also sponsored by local  members of 350.org, 
Bioneers, the Gaia Choir and The Committee to Ban Fracking in 
Michigan.  Winona LaDuke is a dynamic speaker, Indian activist 
and environmentalist.   Don’t miss this chance to hear her! 

Earth Day is coming on April 22, to be celebrated at Birmingham 
Unitarian Church on Sunday, April 19. What is Earth Day?  It was 
established in 1970, using the energy of the protest movements to 
emphasize the importance of environmental action. 

Did you know that our sanctuary is designed to bring nature right into the room? Why not celebrate Earth Day by taking a walk 
around our campus, a certified Wildlife Habitat via the National Wildlife Federation.  Visit the Capek Woods, which we are 
landscaping with native species. Walk through our forest filled with daffodils  and visit our pond, where bull frogs winter over 
under the mud to emerge as enormous tadpoles. 

Do you despair about the survival of the planet? You are not alone: the Unitarian Universalist Association has 
established www.commit2respond.org to help us embark together on a spiritual journey for climate justice. You will be sent actions 
to take and ideas to keep your courage up in helping to save our lovely planet. The signup period is March 21-April 22, click on the 
site and see what we can do together to carry out our 7th principle. 

Are you interested in personal green engagement at BUC? We would love you to join our group. We meet the first Wednesday of 
every month at 6:30 PM (next meeting on April 1st)  in the large conference room. Do you have a special environmental project in 
mind, to bring to the attention of the group as an ad hoc member? Come tell us about it and we’ll see how we can support you. 

News from the Green Sanctuary Committee 



 

 

  


