
 
BUC Sharing Dinners Guidelines 

For Hosts: 

• Usually the dinners are scheduled for eight people. Single hosts will be scheduled to host once during 
the year and couples are requested to volunteer to host twice. If you are willing to volunteer to host 
more than initially requested, please let the coordinator (Karen Maidment) know.  

• The host/guest list should be emailed about two weeks prior to the scheduled dinner. As soon as 
possible, contact the guests. Usually this is by email but some of the participants must be contacted by 
phone. *** I will endeavor to assign more than one month at a time, in which case, the hosts should 
contact the guests two weeks beforehand. I will send a reminder to the hosts at the beginning of the 
month. IF unable to host in a month you are scheduled, please contact another host to see if they are 
willing to switch months/guest lists with you. In the event you make such an arrangement please advise 
the coordinator (Karen Maidment).  

• When contacting the guests, inquire into whether there are any vegetarians, vegans, allergies 
(pets/foods/etc.) or dietary restrictions and ask each guest to bring a part of the meal (appetizer, main 
course, starch, salad, vegetable, dessert, beverages, etc.). Usually this is done via email and reply to all on 
the list of persons attending that sharing dinner, so that everyone can see what is being provided. 
Typically the host provides the main course and nonalcoholic beverages, but that does not have to be 
the case- those could be assigned to guests. Couples usually bring two items and singles bring one item. 
Let your guests know where you live and what time you’d like them to arrive. Gatherings often begin at 
6:00 or 6:30. 

• All participants are counting on hosts to host as scheduled and should immediately calendar the date. If 
an unforeseen circumstance arises, notify the coordinator immediately. If any assigned guests cannot 
attend, invite someone from the alternate list, and if a place is still available, contact the coordinator or 
invite someone from BUC. If a newcomer is invited, please share that information with the coordinator 
(Karen Maidment) so that follow up takes place.  

• It is strongly recommended that you pair up with a partner when hosting, it can be a challenge 
keeping things on track without a friendly “helping hand.” 

• If you like, you can choose a theme for your dinner or suggest an activity or discussion topic.  
For Guests 

• Notify your host immediately if you are unable to attend to allow time to recruit an alternate. 

• Arrive on time, especially if you are bringing the appetizer or wine. 

• Bring what you are required to the sharing dinner 

• These are generally adult events. Check with the host if you would like to bring children to make sure it 
is ok.  

• Remember the BUC Covenant* and that you are a guest someone else’s home.  
For All 

• BUC staff members are participating in the dinners and it is requested that church business not be a 
topic of conversation at those sharing dinners.  

• Keep in mind our purpose: fellowship, meeting new friends, deepening relationships, and sharing good 
food and conversation. In the unlikely event an uncomfortable topic of conversation arises, please steer 
the conversation away, and have a wonderful time. 

*BUC Covenant 
As part of this beloved BUC community, I promise to: 

...strive to be my best self in all my interactions. 
...assume the best intentions of everyone's actions. 

...be mindful of our shared humanity in my communications. 
...pause, reflect and be part of the solution when things go awry. 

Thus do we covenant with one another 


