
 

For Further Exploration 

 
Our mission is to create a 

free and welcoming religious 
community that encourages 

lives of integrity service, 
learning and joy. 

 

Saturday,	  December	  8	  at	  7:30	  p.m,	  

Coming	  to	  BUC	  from	  their	  recent	  sold-‐out	  
performance	  at	  Lincoln	  Center,	  the	  Bernard	  
Woma	  Ensemble	  bridges	  Western	  orchestral	  
music	  with	  the	  exciting	  rhythms	  of	  African	  dance.	  
The	  group's	  combination	  of	  the	  Gyil—grandfather	  
of	  the	  marimba—and	  other	  African	  percussion	  
with	  Western	  instruments	  moves	  their	  unique	  
music	  onto	  a	  global	  musical	  landscape...	  and	  sets	  
the	  stage	  for	  a	  high-‐energy	  holiday	  season.	  	  

Concert	  followed	  by	  delectable	  
desserts,	  wine,	  and	  
conversation	  with	  the	  
performers. 

Sponsored in part by the RR&D 

 Movies that probe the theme of hope include 
My Left Foot, The Power of One, The 
Singing Revolution. 

 Books and stories centered on hope are Jordi’s 
Star by Alma Flor Ada, The Carrot Seed by 
Crockett Johnson, Mordant’s Wish by Valerie 
Coursen, and The Dressmaker of Khair Khanha 
by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon (a true story). 

D E C E M B E R  N E W S L E T T E R  2 0 1 2  

Upcoming Services 
Our worship services in December focus on the theme of hope, a 
traditional holiday notion that has implications for our lives far beyond 
any holiday.  How much does hope shape our future?  What is our hope 
grounded in, and how do we raise our children to be hopeful people?  
These are some of the questions that will guide our December worship. 

December 2 – “Making a List, Checking it Twice (or More)”:  Much of 
the time, our talk of hopes we hold focus on a particular outcome that we 
are eager to see unfold.  Is there a difference in hope and expectation?  Is 
it possible to hope without having a desired outcome, to simply be 
hopeful?  Kathy and Worship Associate Lisa Demian consider the ways in 
which we reach from the present into the future through our hopes. 
BUC’s K-5th grade children echoed these questions as they grappled with 
the fact that sometimes making mature choices does not feel good, an 
idea expressed in their class on the Beatitudes. 

December 9 – “The Messiah”:  The BUC Chalice Choir, under the 
direction of co-music director Abha Dearing, sings selections from Part I 
of Handel’s Messiah accompanied by a mini-orchestra.   And all are 
invited to join voices in the concluding Hallelujah chorus. 

December 16 – “In the Midst of Winter”:  Hopes and fears often come 
together, mutually influencing each other, in our visions of our future.  
Kathy and Worship Associate Ben Gabel explore the relationship of hope 
to fear, and whether it might be possible to supplant some of our fears 
with more hope. The Chalice Choir and the Kid’s Choir will be singing 
songs of hope. BUC’s youth further explored this topic, rather 
grudgingly, during a high school class focused on re-writing the 23rd 
Psalm into humanist prose. 

December 23—“A Joyful Noise”:  In this single multigenerational service, 
Kathy, Lifespan Team Member Pamela McAlpin, and guest Worship 
Associate Ben Ensroth draw on the familiar music of the holidays to find 
the sources of our hopes. 

December 24 –  5:00 Child Oriented Service 
  8:00 Adult Traditional Service 

December 30—"Beginnings and Endings":  an interactive service to 
conclude the year, as we remember the life passages we experienced in 
2012, times of beginnings and endings, some anticipated, some never 
imagined.  Worship Associate Dan Kosuth will lead this single service to 
mark the ending of 2012 and the beginning of 2013. 
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Connections: Joys & Sorrows 

Nullam eget neque 

Our “Joys & Sorrows” book, (a black three-ring binder with 
the label “Joys & Sorrows” on the cover) went missing 
following the second Sunday service on November 18. A 
comprehensive search an hour after service was unfruitful. 
Due to its absence, we are missing some of those shared 
comments for the month of November. 

Saturday, Dece. 8 there will be a small gathering of John 
Odneal’s friends and neighbors to commemorate the tree 
planted in his honor in Poppleton Park at 9:15 a.m. 

Sara Constantakis is giddy with the anticipation of becoming 
an aunt in March, when her sister and brother-in-law will be 
welcoming their first child. It’s a girl!! 

Catherine Baldwin shares her sorrow over the unexpected 
death of her grandson, during the second week in 
November.  

After a year of disappointment, struggle, and hard-fought 
personal growth, Laura Kubit passed the Bar Exam! 

Barbara Robinson is home following surgery at Beaumont. 
All test results were negative! 

Stephanie Greer’s sister-in-law, Marie Stanley, was diagnosed 
with bone cancer. Thoughts and prayers most appreciated. 

During the service on November 18, Kathy asked the ushers to pass 
around baskets filled with ten-dollar bills. Each household was asked to 
take ten dollars with the condition that they not give it back to the 
church. Everyone was then tasked to spend that ten dollars to bless 
someone. Folks have begun to report back: 

Alex Tselis & Carol Jackson sent the money to the church where they 
were married at, the UU congregation of Monmouth in Lincroft, New 
Jersey, in 1984. Due to Hurricane Sandy, knowing this was a working 
class, slightly poorer neighborhood, they thought it might be 
appreciated.  

Barb & Brian Schandevel made a contribution to the work of 
“Soulardarity.” Community activist A.J. O’Neil is installing the first 
solar-powered streetlight in the poverty stricken city of Highland Park. 
DTE yanked out 1300 streetlights last year for non-payment of the light 
bill. Craig Brummels, chief technology officer of Solar Street Lights 
USA in Holland, Michigan, holds the patent on the design that has no 
copper wiring or other materials that could lure vandals. 

Teresa Honnold shares: Have started the holiday season with a trip to 
Candy Cane Christmas Tree Farm. On the way, there was a reindeer in 
front of us in a horse trailer. The Goodfellows were out collecting 
donations, (“Every child deserves a Christmas”), so I was able to give 
away my BUC bucks to a great organization. 

Tony Hardesty shares: I was waiting to give the money to one of the 
homeless people that I know, when I met a new street person, so I gave 
him my ten dollars. Thanks for this chance! 

How have you spent your Blessing Bucks from BUC? Drop us a line 
and let us know, we’ll spread the news. 

“Blessings Sunday” 
November 18 

To	  submit	  Joys	  and	  Sorrows	  for	  upcoming	  newsletters,	  please	  submit	  
on	  our	  website	  newsletter	  submission	  form	  or	  write	  in	  the	  Joys	  and	  
Sorrows	  book	  on	  Sunday	  morning.	  	  

Our Newest Members 
Rita and Jerry Miller, Christopher Davis and Susan 
Darlington have signed our membership book this month. 
Welcome!  
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Getting Involved: Support & Affinity Groups, 
Film Buffs, Social Media 

Grief Group – Tuesday, December 11th  

An open grief group meets the second Tuesday of each month 

from 6:30-7:30 in the Small Conference Room (left of the main 

entrance in the RE hallway). Whether you have had a recent loss 

or one from a while ago – you are welcome in this group. 

Dropping in for one meeting or coming every month is fine. If 

you have questions, please contact Grace Rising at 248-219-9654 

or gbrising@comcast.net  

BUC Met Opera Live – Saturday, December 15th 

We meet at the AMC Forum Theater, Sterling Heights at 

Mound Rd. The cost is $22 ($20 for seniors). Meeting at 12:55 

on Saturday, Dec. 15 for Aida – Verdi. Please contact Contact: 

Margot LeRoy margotintroy@comcast.net  Tel. 248-524-1627 or 

Larry Freedman lawrenceman@sbcglobal.net  Tel. 248-370-

8227if you are planning to attend After the show, we go out for 

a  bite to eat and discussion.  

Friday Food Faith Fun & Fulfillment – December 7 

This is NOT your mother’s church supper!  The high school youth 

will take the opportunity to share some of the fun of high school 

youth conferences when they lead this event.  The potluck supper 

at 6:30 will be followed by a CON-style worship and some lively 

mixer games and activities—appropriate for all ages.  Sign up at  

www.bucmi.org>Learn and click on the link. 

Film Buffs: Some Like i t  Hot  – Friday, Dec. 21 

Some Like It Hot is an American romantic screwball comedy, 

which was directed by Billy Wilder and starred Marilyn Monroe, 

Tony Curtis, Jack Lemmon and George Raft. In 2000, the 

American Film Institute listed Some Like It Hot as the greatest 

American comedy film of all time." –Wikipedia 

Some Like It Hot (US, 1959, 122 minutes) was not rated by the 

MPAA. For more information contact Larry 

at 248.569.0965 or LJWisniew@yahoo.com 

BUC’s Facebook Page 
 

Are you interested in finding out about 
Facebook? If you have never looked at 
Facebook, would like to find out more about 
it, or have an account, but have some 
questions, please come to BUC’s Facebook 
101 session on Thursday, December 20 from 
7 – 8:30 in the Large Conference Room. If 
you have a laptop or an iPad it’d be helpful 
to bring it along. Questions? Call or email: 
Lisa Crawford 248-979-4883 
lisa.crawford@bucmi.org  

One week after the nations 
state and federal political 
elections, we posted this 
picture on BUC’s Facebook 
Page. One hundred and 
ninety six people viewed it, 
29 of them then shared it on 
their Facebook wall. It’s 
interesting to see what 
resonates. 
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Reflections by the Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt 
The same stream of life that runs 
through my veins night and day runs 
through the world and dances in 
rhythmic measures. . . .and my pride is 
from the life-throb of ages dancing in 
my blood this moment. – Rabindranath 
Tagore 

Our Sunday services on November 18 
included two videos made a few years 
apart of a young man named Matt 
dancing at a variety of locations around 

the world, and even underwater.  Background music for one of the 
videos includes the words from Tagore referenced above (those 
same words are part of a responsive reading in our hymnal, Singing 
the Living Tradition.  The words are a perfect accompaniment to 
the video, as we see people amused by, then caught up in, Matt’s 
silly little dance, joining him in a real-life demonstration of the 
truth of Tagore’s image of a stream of life dancing through all of us 
at all times.    The second video heads in the opposite direction, as 
Matt again travels the globe but this time learns the dances that he 
finds others doing—again illustrating how “the same stream of life” 
is in all of us.  Only in one location does the dance not catch 
everyone up:  Matt is allowed to dance under guard in North 
Korea, but the unsmiling guard does not dance with him.  Later in 
the same poem Tagore challenges us, “Is it beyond thee to be glad 
with the gladness of this rhythm?  To be tossed and lost and broken 
in the whirl of this fearful joy?”  Apparently in some places, for 
some people, it seems impossible to join in the “gladness of this 
rhythm” that Matt dances. 

Having grown up in a church that regarded dancing as sinful, I 
confess that I struggle to feel resonance with the image of dance as 
central in our spiritual experience.  Even more, as one who takes 
life utterly seriously, probably too seriously, I have some of the 
North Korean guard’s reserve in me at times:  with all the troubles 
that surround us, how can we simply haul off and dance?  Yet 
spiritual traditions consistently point us to dancing, whether 
through the Hindu God Shiva who dances the world into and out 
of existence, or the Celtic notion of Jesus as Lord of the Dance 
whose carefree joy and disregard for authority and rules elicited 
condemnation from those intent on preserving the status quo. 

Could you have joined Matt in his dance if you had been present 
when he showed up?  Or would you have stood by like the North 
Korean guard, too serious, too concerned with your own role and 
responsibilities, to allow yourself a moment of freedom and 
joy?  The Sufi poet Hafiz claims that it is no less than God 

Almighty who invites us to dance through our lives, that in fact 
dancing is all that God desires because dancing is all that God 
does. 

So be on the watch for Matt (or for anyone who comes near 
dancing), and consider joining, in Tagore’s concluding words, 
“the abounding joy that scatters and gives up and dies every 
moment.” 

Faithfully, 

Kathy 

Thanks to a generous bequest from a deceased BUC member, a 
scholarship fund has been established to help graduates of 
Pontiac High School who want to go to college but can’t afford 
it. A $200,000 gift from former BUC member Stuart Goldsmith 
was used to fund an endowment at the Community Foundation 
for Southeast Michigan (CFSEM). CFSEM will administer the 
Birmingham Unitarian Church Stuart Goldsmith Scholarship 
Fund. Mr. Goldsmith’s bequest provided that his gift to BUC be 
used to “assist individuals in receiving a college or university 
education who would not otherwise be able to financially do so”. 

The Board of Trustees determined, after studying alternatives for 
use of the bequest, that expanding our long-standing outreach to 
our neighbors in Pontiac would be the best way to honor Mr. 
Goldsmith’s wishes. Endowment earnings will be used annually 
to provide about $2,000 in Michigan college or university tuition 
assistance to Pontiac High School graduates who demonstrate 
financial need and meet grade point requirements set out in the 
endowment agreement. The scholarship may be awarded 
annually for four years to a student who applies and continues to 
meet financial need and academic requirements.  

BUCers may remember Stuart Goldsmith, an active and 
generous member, who died in 1995. His gift to BUC was 
originally contained in a Trust for the benefit of his widow, 
Suzanne Goldsmith. Mrs. Goldsmith, who died in 2010, could 
have chosen to redirect the funds to another charity but never 
did so.  

If you’d like more information about the scholarship, please 
contact Mary Cay Dietz at (248) 433-1299 or 
marycaydietz@yahoo.com  

BUC Scholarship Established 
for Pontiac Graduates 
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Discussion Groups @ 
BUC 

This discussion group will meet at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, December 
18 in the Large Conference Room.  The topic will be "The War on 
Science", and will be facilitated by Rich Schreck.  I anticipate a 
large turnout by BUC's anti-anti-intellectuals, so book your seats 
now, while they are available. 

The discussion group will convene on December 19, 2012 at 10:30 

AM in the large conference room to view a TED talk by Anne 

Murphy Paul, titled "What we learn before we are born". The 

unborn child learns the sound of the mother's voice; and even the 

taste of food she eats.  Come and discuss these phenomena. Before 

you ask: playing Mozart to the fetus does not work, but if the 

mother sings the Magic Flute, who knows? 

The group is continuing our short TED-Talk Videos as a starting 

point for discussions of topics of general interest such as poverty 

and population growth. We meet on Sunday at 9:30, in the Large 

Conference Room (Small Conference Room Dec. 16 and from 

January through March). We invite everyone to drop in for some 

lively discussion. 

These two groups meet monthly at the church behind the Blue 
door at 7:00 pm.  They are both facilitated by Penny Hackett-Evans 
and are open to drop in as well as regular attendees. 

Dec. 3 – Spiritual Conversations;  Poetry and Reflection 

This month the group will be looking at poems and prose writing 
about “hope”.  Feel free to bring a poem or short piece of prose 
related to “hope”  or to anything that moves your spirit.  Are you 
hopeful?  Where does hope spring from? How is it nurtured? 

Dec. 17 – Writing as Spiritual Practice 

This group will also be writing about the theme of “hope”.  We 
will begin our use of the book Life ’s  Companion;  Journal 
Writ ing as a Spir i tual Quest  by Christina Baldwin.  The book 
can be ordered on Amazon.  Group open to beginners and pros 
alike.  Sharing is always optional. 

Having just celebrated Thanksgiving we still have so many things 
to be thankful for. It is great to be able to announce that we have 
a new pianist, Rudolfs Ozolins, who will 
be starting at BUC in the New Year. 
Rudolfs came highly recommended by a 
number of colleagues at our local 
universities and by local performing 
musicians. Rudolfs is from Latvia, and is 
awaiting confirmation of his DMA 
degree from MSU. Besides being 
incredibly talented, he is friendly, and 
eager to get to know all of us at BUC. 

Our BUC choir has been hard at work preparing for the Messiah 
services Dec. 9. They will be joined by a mini orchestra which 
includes in -house BUC talent and local musicians. It will be great 
fun, and will end with a sing-along. Keep your eyes posted for the 
Messiah One Hour rehearsals. 

Kids Choir has been working on a song for the December 16 
services, complete with choreography.  They will sing “High 
Hopes”, to go along with our theme of Hope for the month. The 
Chalice Choir will also sing for that service “Hope is the thing 
With Feathers” poetry by Emily Dickinson. 

December 15 - Cairn to Cairn - An an acoustic trio based in Ann 
Arbor, comprised of flutist/vocalist Kelly McDermott, 
guitarist/singer Terry Farmer, and bassist/percussionist/vocalist 
Rob Crozier. Ancient music finds them, sharing with their 
audience magic and memory from a time long ago. Newly 
composed songs add honesty and edge. An air for the adventure, 
their improvisation and experimentation keep us always surprised. 

• General admission is $12 unless otherwise indicated. 
Seniors (62 and over), and those under 18, are $10. 
Children 12 and under are free. 

• Shows begin at 8:00pm unless otherwise specified. Doors 
open at 7:00pm with open mic beginning 15 minutes 
later. 

Science for Everyone 

Sacred & Profane 

Sunday Morning Book Discussion 

Words and Spirit 

Chalice Choir 

Kids Choir 

MAMA’s Coffeehouse 
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Service & Justice 

Holiday Sponsor A Family:  We are conducting our annual 
Holiday Sponsor a Family event, through which we provide 
Christmas gifts for WHRC families who do not have the funds to 
purchase gifts for their families. This is a proud tradition at BUC. 
If you have selected a family, please bring your gifts to BUC by 
Sunday, December 16.   

Lighthouse Gift Collection:  The annual holiday gift collection 
for Lighthouse of Oakland County (www.lighthouseoakland.org), 
located in Pontiac, kicked off on November 18 and continues 
through Sunday, December 16.  All gifts must be new, unused, 
and unwrapped. The following items are particularly needed: 
coats for children and adults, especially men’s very large sizes; 
sweatshirts, sweatpants, and underwear, especially XXL sizes; large 
men’s socks; pajamas for women and children; household items 
including cleaning supplies, toilet paper, facial tissue (Kleenex), 
bath towels, dishes, glasses, pots and pans, sheet sets in any size, 
comforters, and blankets.  The only toys that tend to be in short 
supply are board games and books for older children.  A complete 
list is available on the table in the foyer.  For additional 
information, please contact Margaret Marsh 248-288-3411; 
mmarsh96@yahoo.com. 

Regional Transit – A Step Forward:  Last month we reported on 
work being done by several BUC members, in conjunction with 
MOSES, to influence elected officials to pass legislation that 
would establish a Regional Transit Authority (RTA) for southeast 
Michigan. On November 27, the Michigan Senate took a 
significant step forward by passing legislation to establish the 
RTA. It now moves to the House for a vote. We are continuing to 
work with MOSES and other organizations to urge House 
representatives to support this legislation. BUC members can help 
by contacting their House representative and urging support for a 
regional bus system with oversight by the RTA.  For more 
information, contact Pat Hammer or Mary Jo Ebert. 

Updates 

BUC’s Plate Collection 

The December plate collection recipient is Seedlings Braille 
Books for Children (www.seedlings.org), which subsidizes the 
production and sale of Braille books. Their 2012 goal is to put 
25,000 Braille books into the hands of children.  Penny Hackett-
Evans submitted the application. This organization was a 
personal favorite of Elaine Morse. 

The Plate Collection committee is accepting applications for 
recipients for the first quarter of 2013. Applications may be 
submitted at www.bucmi.org.  Click the “Give” tab, then “Plate 
Collection Application.”  This is a great way to introduce BUC to 
organizations that are in need of our support. 

If you worked at our South Oakland Shelter and want to do 
more for the homeless, here's your opportunity. BUCers have 
volunteered for over ten years at The Welcome Inn, a daytime 
shelter in Royal Oak run by the South Oakland Citizens for the 
Homeless. This year we are moving to a much bigger church: 

        Starr Presbyterian Church 

        1717 W. 13 Mile Road 

        Royal Oak (corner of Crooks and 13 Mile Roads) 

We are looking for volunteers who are willing to assist with the 
health team. We would like to recruit nurses, nursing assistants, 
and anyone else interested in health. This team will talk with 
guests about their health concerns, take blood pressures, and 
arrange appointments at the Beaumont clinic. Everyone will help 
each other, and those interested in learning to take BPs will be 
taught by Dr.J. Together we al l  can make a dif ference in 
improving the health of  our guests !  Anyone interested, or 
knows of someone that may be interested, please contact Dr. J. 
Her e:mail is 
mailto:dr.judi129@gmail.comdr.judi129@gmail.com or  her 
number is (248 760-1158).  Please contact her as soon as possible. 

With the added space comes the need for more volunteers! 

BUCers cover weekly shifts, buy and deliver supplies, sit and talk 
with the guests, prepare meals both at the site and at home, and 
perform a variety of other vital tasks. 

Drop by at The Welcome Inn table which will be set up in the 
Social Hall between services and talk to Annis Pratt about what 
you can do to help, or contact her at avpratt@aol.com. For 
further information about The Welcome Inn go to 
http://www.sochwelcomeinn.org/ 

The Welcome Inn Opens in December 
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I believe, like the Dalai Lama, 
that our purpose here is to “help 

each other” and I am also 
reminded like Blanche DuBois 

how we “depend on the kindness 
of strangers.” 

I came to BUC right out of 
college in 1965.  I found BUC in the phone book.  Unitarian 
Single Adults was founded in my living room in Beverly Hills 
where I lived with my parents until my marriage in 1967. 

Dick and I were married in the Social Hall, then BUC’s Sanctuary 
by Rabbi Sherwin Wine because Dick’s mother wasn’t attending 
unless a rabbi performed the ceremony.  Bob Marshall graciously 
suggested Rabbi Wine as the perfect solution since Dick’s parents 
were from Buffalo, N.Y.!  I always loved my Mother-in-Law.  

After attending BUC for 2 years and participating in Project 
Friendship, an interracial day camp, we moved to the Far Eastside 
of Detroit and dropped out of church.   

Dick and I became active in our Detroit neighborhood.  I became 
Neighborhood Association President, Newsletter Editor, PTO 
President, Business Association President and served on the 
Redistricting Commission for the Detroit Board of Education.   
From 1971 to 1984 we raised our children in Detroit.  I ran a 
successful Summer Park program for our neighborhood children 
for four years sponsored by grants I wrote from the United 
Community Foundation, The Wayne School PTO and 
Manufacturers Bank.  Our children attended the neighborhood 
Lutheran Church Sunday School and neighborhood Detroit 
Public Schools.  During this time I worked fulltime as a high 
school teacher in a private girl’s school and then in the business 
Dick started when he left employment with the City of Detroit.   

In 1984 we moved back to Beverly Hills to live with my mother to 
improve the children’s educational opportunities in the 
Birmingham School District.  During all this time I continued 
working full time commuting to the Far Eastside every day and 
serving in various capacities on the boards of the Community 
Resource & Assistance Center, Eastside YMCA, Omni Arts in 
Education, Warren Conner Development Coalition & 
USnapBac. 

In 1996 after the death of 2 friends and a relative in short order I 
decided to make time to come back to BUC.  Since that time I 
have been involved in All Church Workdays and other days as 

time permits – I now live 15 miles away.  After Service Hospitality 
in the kitchen which includes buying supplies & constant cleaning 
& organizing there.  Along with Roger Marshall, Marilyn Webster, 
RoseMarie Adah and our Sunday Volunteers, I believe Sunday 
morning is “our time to shine” and we do everything possible to 
help make that happen.  In order to keep order in the kitchen I try 
to volunteer to help at other events using the kitchen. 

Serving on the Memorial Services Committee for 10 years affords 
a privilege to work with other volunteers to make a memorial 
memorable & stress free for the families we serve.  Marilyn 
Webster and I recently rewrote the brochure for the committee.  

I love helping at Rummage on Friday night – it is work and fun 
combined!  I have also surveyed church areas, put up Holiday and 
Courtyard  décor as part of Interiors Committee for the last 10 
years.  As part of that committee I served as liaison to Facilities 
Committee for several years. The last 4 years I have been attending 
Alliance Meetings. 

Through our business, which is closing this year, I have been able 
to donate printing to the church office, Alliance and 
miscellaneous items for retirements, installations, and auction 
events. 

I plan to keep my hand in our business beyond our physical 
closing but am looking forward to some time freed up for me by 
not having to go into work every day.  Fortunately our children 
live in vacation destinations of San Diego and Virginia Beach. 

December Volunteer of the Month: Carole Wiseman 

It only takes a moment to recognize or honor someone dear or to 
commemorate a special occasion by providing fresh flowers for 
the Sanctuary!  We’ve initiated a simple new process to sign-up for 
Sunday Morning Flowers. On the Music & Worship tab on the 
website, is the link. When you sign up, the options are bringing 
your own arrangement or having BUC order one for you.  The 
cost is $45. In the comment section provide the words you would 
like printed in the order of service. If you are having BUC order 
an arrangement, follow the link to the BUC website and pay 
online by clicking on the "Donate" button and noting that is for 
"Sanctuary Flowers on (date)", or you may send a check to the 
office. Please note "Sunday Flowers" in the memo line. 

Sunday Morning Flowers 
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Dinners out, play tickets, boat rides, tennis lessons, cooking 
classes....is your social life in need of rejuvenation?   Well, we have 
just the solution for you.  Save the date of Saturday, March 23rd for 
the upcoming BUC Services Auction You are guaranteed to be able 
to bid on all sorts of fun things to do with fun people - your fellow 
members of BUC.   The Services Auction is held every 2 years, and is 
a major fundraiser for our BUC community.  Please plan to attend 
and be festively feasted and entertained.   Stay tuned as more exciting 
details will be revealed in the New Year.   

Interested in joining the committee?  The next meeting is Sunday, 
December 9th at 10:30 in the large conference room.   There are big 
jobs and little jobs to do - all that's required is enthusiasm mixed 
with a sense of humor!  Questions? Please 
contact marciamahood@gmail.com. 

Photo Search 

The Services Auction committee is looking for photos from past 
service auction events.  Did you offer a service or item?  Do you have 
photos with fellow BUCers from the Motown Market 2011 
events?   If so, please email 
tomarciamahood@gmail.com or barbara.eschner@att.net.  Thanks so 
much for your help. 

December is a special month as we celebrate with our traditional 
holiday luncheon on December 5.   

In January we return to our regular schedule of program meetings on 
the third Wednesdays of the month. Mark your new calendar to 
attend our gathering on Wednesday, January 16. Bring your brown 
bag to the Pavilion, where we will eat at Noon. Alliance supplies 
beverages and cookies! We will have an important program from 
Common Ground, which has been helping people in Oakland and 
Genesee Counties for more than forty years. Their core purpose is 
“to help people move from crisis to hope.” It’s 24/7 helpline is only 
one of the agency’s important services. This 501(c)(3) organization 
operates from seven locations. Come and hear more on January 16th! 

Save the Date – Services 
Auction, March 23 

Alliance 

BUC is now a member of the Kroger Community Rewards 
program.  To participate, register your Kroger Plus card at 
www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  Once you have 
registered yourself, you will receive a confirmatory email 
message.  Follow the link in the 
email to sign up for BUC’s program 
using our non-profit enrollment 
number: 91407.  Please note that 
this is a 2 – step process.  You must 
first enroll online at the Kroger 
website AND follow up with the 
link in the email that you receive from Kroger to choose BUC 
as your Kroger Community Awards Organization.  Please be 
sure to use the number 91407 when searching for BUC as 
Kroger has BUC misspelled in their system. 

In addition, we also have paper gift certificates in $10 and $20 
denominations available for Hollywood Markets, with stores 
in Royal Oak, Troy, Bloomfield, Rochester Hills, Madison 
Heights, Lake Orion, and Shelby Township.   Please stop at 
the Sunday morning Scrip table to pick up a supply of 
certificates before you head to Hollywood to shop.  Need 
different 
denominations or a 
large dollar amount 
of gift certificates?  
You may pre-order 
Hollywood 
Certificates for 
delivery on Sunday 
in $5, $10, $20, $50 
or $100 
denominations.  Contact Kim Ruiz with the denomination 
and amounts that you would like at kim.ruiz@bucmi.org.  

 

Questions about SCRIP?  Contact BUC Scrip Coordinators: 
Kimery Campbell kimery.campbell@bucmi.org  Kim Ruiz 
kim.ruiz@bucmi.org Eleanor McGuire 
eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org  

SCRIP 
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Thanks to all the children, youth and adults who 
joined in the Gleaners food-packing project on Election Day, 
Tuesday, November 6th.  BUC’ers packed up 2,640 lbs of hygiene 
products as well as 4,200 lbs of food, which equates to 3,157 
meals!  The RE program will be working at Gleaners again on 
February 22nd and April 3rd in 2013. 

Candy Cane Sunday 

Candy Cane Sunday is a holiday tradition dating back to the late 
1970’s at BUC.  The Kindergarten through 5th grader classes will 
create three gifts on December 4th:  a gift for Families (cookies 
made by BUC elves), a gift for BUC (an ornament for our BUC 
holiday tree), and a gift to the Community (collect socks and 
gloves for Communities United For Children in Pontiac).  High 
Schoolers will assist with the projects.  (Our 8th graders will 
receive cookies, but will not assist, as they will be having class.) 
Please bring in new socks and mittens to fit Kindergarten – 6th 
grade children now through Dec 4th.  These items can be 
deposited in the RE Office. 

*This event is festive and messy.  Children & Youth:  DRESS 
FOR MESS! 

Here is a brief outline of the Kindergarten-5th grade schedule 
through the holiday season: 

 Dec. 2nd:  Moral Teachings 
workshops 

 Dec. 9th:  Messiah service  (Multi-age 
RE class for K-5th grade) 

 Dec. 16th:  Candy Cane Sunday 
 Dec. 23rd:  Multi-Generational service 

& No Fault Orchestra at 10:30am (No 
Preschool–12th grade RE classes) 

 Dec. 24th: Two services:  5 p.m. (child-
oriented ) and 8 p.m. (No Nursery 
care or  Preschool-12th grade classes at 
either service) 

 Dec. 30th:  New Year's service at 
10:30am (No Nursery care 
or  Preschool-12th grade classes) 

Please contact Eleanor McGuire, Children’s DRE, with any 
questions at: eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org 

In December, the 6 & 7 class will have two one-week classes.  On 

RE Dec. 2, they will take a look at pagan traditions associated with 
the turn of the year.  On the 9th, they will do some 
comparisons between winter holiday traditions in various 
faiths.  Then, on the 16th, they join in Candy Cane Sunday 
fun with the younger kids and on the 23rd participate in the 
holiday multigenerational service in the Sanctuary.  Thanks to 
all who joined in the UFO SOS baking project in November. 

The joint OWL (Our Whole Lives) class, which includes youth 
from Northwest and Paint Creek UU Churches, as well as 
BUC, will have its final sessions in December.  On December 
8, an extra three hour session will be followed by a dinner, 
social evening and overnight at BUC.  On December 16, the 
youth will have the closing session of OWL.  Thanks again to 
our hardworking crew of OWL teachers: Dave Graham, Laura 
Hamrick, Max Kort, and Julie Stitt. 

On December 2nd, the High School class will conclude its unit 
on prayer and worship, which emphasized that every human 
being should feel comfortable with any inner spiritual needs 
that he/she may have and ultimately develop ways to honor 
those needs. 

GUUSH: This is NOT your mother’s church supper!  On Dec. 
7 (rescheduled from Nov. 2), the high school youth will take 
the opportunity to share some of the fun of high school youth 
conferences when they lead the Friday Food Fun Faith and 
Fulfillment event.  The potluck supper at 6:30 will be followed 
by a con-style worship and some lively mixer games and 
activities—all appropriate for all ages.  Sign up 
at:. http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090F48AFAB29A31-

ffff 

The other big high school event will be the 
annual Holiday Reunion Dinner and White 
Elephant Gift Exchange on FRIDAY Dec. 
21 (Winter Solstice night).  White Elephant 
gifts should be wrapped and can be used or 
new, useful or useless, edible, funny, or a 
little weird.  (But please keep all gifts within 
the bounds of good taste and 
safety).  Current and past BUC high school 
youth and advisors are invited to sign up 
at: www.SignUpGenius.com/go/4090F48A
FAB29A31-guush 

If you are not receiving regular email 
updates about youth events, please send 

your contact information to Youth DRE Kimery Campbell 
at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org. 

Children’s Religious Education 

Youth Religious Education 
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SOLSTICE  – 2012 

The Paint Creek Unitarian Universalist Congregation is creating 
it’s ninth annual Solstice Ritual on Friday, December 21 at 7 p.m.  
The ritual will be held at the First Congregational Church 1315 
N. Pine, Rochester, 48307 (1 blk. West of Main Street; ¼ mile 
south of Tienken) The entire community is invited to enjoy this 
non-commercial ritual that celebrates this longest night. The story-
theme for the evening is “A Mayan Solstice: A Creation of a New 
World Age”.  December 21, 2012 marks the end of a Mayan cycle 
of 5125 years and the beginning of a new age.  Soloists, 
meditation, dance, a traditional  Mayan dance and story and songs 
within this tradition will be among the highlights of  our candlelit 
ritual. Guests ages 4-99 are invited to wear bright colors in keeping 
with the Mayan theme & bring in a can or more of food for the 
Rochester Area Neighborhood House FOOD PANTRY.   

For more information contact The Rev. Leonetta Bugleisi   248-
202-1711 or revleonetta1@gmail.com .  

We will be joining with people world wide to recognize this 
longest night.  We are also celebrating that starting on Dec. 22, 
the length of daylight hours will extend.  Earth-centered people 
look forward to the Spring Equinox on March 21; followed by the 
June 21 Summer Solstice and then the September 21, Autumnal 
Equinox to round out the calendar year.   

And why would we gather together in this hall on the longest 
night of the year? Because we are connected to the cycles of 
light and darkness just as the ancient people of  Newgrange 
some 5, 500 years ago and Mayan people some 5,125 years ago 
have recognized these shifts.  As post-modern people we yearn 
to reconnect with those cycles of nature that transcend 
commercialism.   By gathering tonight, each of you re-members 
the pattern of death and rebirth; shadow and light; joy and 
sorrow—the circles and the cycles of dynamic connections.   
Myth, history, science and psyche weave together through 
ritual.  Jean Huston, author of SEARCH FOR THE 
BELOVED, THE POSSIBLE HUMAN sees the Winter 
Solstice as a most powerful seasonal passage: 

“It is the death or passing way of the old patterns of 
the year, The old patterns of the sun, old habits, old 
structures,…and the coming of new patterns, the new longer 
days, and new possibilities.” 

Yule was the ancient name in northern Europe for Winter 

Solstice.  This was derived from the Norse word ‘hjul’, meaning 
‘wheel’ and referring to the turning of seasons.  Pre-Christian 
Europeans saw the year as a cycle of light and darkness that waxed 
and waned like the moon.  The sun deity was born at winter 
solstice, grew through spring, reached maturity at Summer solstice 
(June 21) and declined into old age and death, to be reborn each 
year again at Winter solstice.  These cycles of nature mirror what 
is going on in our inner selves, our psyches all the time.  Joseph 
Campbell describes nature as being like a giant holy card, a 
reflection of the divine mysteries that exist at all levels of being.  

And so it is that we take time this evening, to listen to our inner 
selves.  In Peru, the Indians prepared for this festival by not eating 
food for three days.  Aren’t you fortunate that we didn’t have that 
requirement for you this evening?  May you experience tonight 
not as a religious service but a cultural celebration of being 
human.  

You are in a sacred space and time shared by fellow children of 
the earth on in this wheel of seasons….soon, soon, the sun will 
return to light out way…but tonight we acknowledge, we celebrate 
the mystery of the  darkness….  
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BUC Paid Advertisements – December 2012 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY: MEET & 
GREET END OF THE YEAR POTLUCK 
WITH SLIDE SHOW AND SILENT 
AUCTION  
Thursday Programs Presented by the Southeast 
Michigan Group of the Sierra Club  

Free, All Welcome 

 Presented by the SEMG Outings Team. It’s 
that time of year again – time to party with 
your Sierra Club friends as we wind out 2012! 
Please bring your most festive dish to pass, 
along with those new and/or gently used items 
for our silent auction. Also, please bring 10-15 
digital images of your past adventures near and 
far to share with the group.. 

Program Format 

6:30-7:00:     Light Refreshments, Meet & Greet 

7:00-7:30:     Group Announcements 

7:30-8:30:     Guest Speaker 

8:30-9:00:     Volunteer Sign Up, Merchandise Sales, 
Meet the Speaker 



 

 

 

 

. 

Happy Holidays! 

Birmingham Unitarian Church 

38651 Woodward Ave 
Bloomfield Hills, MI48304 
On the web at: www.bucmi.org  

WINTER 2012 


