
 

 
    

Known & Unknown 
Known and unknown:  in April our 
worship services consider the 
polarity between what is and can be 
known, and what is beyond our 
knowing, what is uncertain, what 
remains a mystery.  How do we 
know when we reach the limits of 
what can be known—or is there no 
limit, so that it is just a matter of 
time until whatever is presently a 
mystery will be revealed and 
understood?  Religions have often 
defined elements of experience as 
forever a mystery, but how does 
such a definition fit with our 
Unitarian Universalist reliance on 
rationality in our spiritual path?  

+ 
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02  This service we remember and 

celebrate the Daffodil Sunday 
when BUC stood publicly for 
inclusivity for LGBT persons, 
we consider the places and 
people in our culture that are 
presently threatened.  Kathy, 
the Worship Associate Team, 
and the Sound Messengers lead 
the service.  Join us afterwards 
for brunch as we initiate our 
operational budget drive. 

!
Birmingham Unitarian Church 
A UN ITAR IAN UN IVERSAL IST  CONGREGAT ION 

April 23 

Celebrate  
Earth Day at BUC 

Between 1950 and 1980, around 
500,000  trees were lost in 
Detroit to Dutch elm disease, 
urban expansion and attrition. 
Troubled by this, Elizabeth 
Gordon Sachs founded a non-
profit in 1989 with a single focus 
— restore the city’s tree 
infrastructure. Taneá Menifee 
from Greening of Detroit will be 
our guest speaker. WA Donna 
Larkin Mohr, and music by the 
Sound Messengers. 

SERVICES  10:30 a.m. 

09 We explore known and 
unknown as we examine the 
meaning of disability, the 
hidden and the obvious. Alex 
Duncan, Kathy Holmer, Pam 
McAlpin, and Ben Gabel will 
share a diverse set of 
experiences. Kathy will lead the 
service along with Worship 
Associate Bill Fox. Rudolfs 
Ozolins will be at the piano.  
Plan to join us after the service 
for a celebration honoring Jim 
Shettel and his service to BUC 
before he retires at the end of 

April. 

16 Easter marks a time when the 
mystery of growth and rebirth is 
all around. Everywhere, it 
seems, the boundaries of what 
is usual and known are being 
broken.  How do we experience 
the breaking of those 
boundaries in our own lives?  
Kathy and WA Camille Harris 
delve into the mysteries of new 
life where none was seemingly 
possible.  Music provided by 
the Chalice Choir. 

4/09 

4/16 “Freefall” 

4/2 “Now, More Than Ever” 

30 BUC Hymn Sing Sunday 
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“John and I are now happily settled in our ‘new’ 140 year old house on Lake 
Michigan in Petoskey and very involved in our little 31 member UU fellowship in 
town.  Nevertheless, we miss the people, programs and support at BUC very much 
and are so pleased to read about all your activities in the newsletterShould you 
find yourself up north, we hope you have time for a visit.  Love, John and Diane 
Lake 231-622-8266; dianelake1222@gmail.com.” 

Carrie and Chris Fick welcome their newest 
member of the family, Barrett Fischer Fick, born at 
home at 6:13 a.m. on St. Patrick’s Day! Weighing 
in at 8 lbs 13 oz. Everyone is doing well, and big 
brothers Liam, and Wyeth couldn’t wait to snuggle 
with mom and the new baby. 

Sharon Jacobs husband John died in March. 
Thoughts and prayers for her, their family, friends, 
and his patients are most appreciated. 

Former BUC member, Donna King, has been 
diagnosed with cancer. Kevin and Donna live in 
Midland and have a website set up for those who would like to help -- 
lotsahelpinghands.com which has a sign up care calendar. 

Connections 

“…joy and 

sorrow are 

inseparable… together 
they come and when 
one sits alone with you… 
remember the other is 
asleep upon your bed.” 

-Khalil 

Gibran 

Erin and Terrence Metz have been attending BUC 
for much of their lives. Erin grew up in the church. 
Terrence has been a part of the community for 15 
years, connected with Erin's family. Their three 
children, Oliver, Sebastian, and Julien have 
brought them back, making attending BUC a 
regular part of their week. They are happy to be 
back and to raise their children as a part of such an 
active and inclusive community. 

Liza Robertson, (pictured 
here with her daughter Sam) 

Benjamin Ensroth signed 
March 5 

Look Who Signed the Book! 
If you have questions about membership at BUC, or if you already 
know you would like to make it official – contact Lisa Crawford at 
lisa.crawford@bucmi.org or find her in the Pavilion or Hodas Hall 
on Sundays following the services.  
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Grief Support Group, April 4 & 18  
This group meets monthly on the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30-6:00 p.m. Currently meeting in the 
Sanctuary. All who are processing and experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one are welcome to come participate in 
this group. Any questions may be directed to facilitator, Alison Rule at (248) 3020-1021. 

Sunday Morning Discussion Group 
The Sunday Morning Discussion Group will begin discussing the book, Predictably Irrational by Dan 
Ariely. The Sunday Morning Discussion Group meets in the classroom with the green door from 9:00 to 
10:15 a.m. and welcome everyone to join them for a lively discussion. 

Caregivers Support Group 
This is a support group for those caring for a loved one with dementia. Being the sole caregiver can be an isolating, 
overwhelming, and challenging experience. We offer support for those doing the supporting! This group has changed their 
meeting time to the 2nd and 4th  Mondays of the month at 1:30 in the sanctuary. We will be meeting April 10 & 24  To 
learn more, call Alison Rule at 248-320-1021 or Camille Harris at 248 320-9651. 

The Humanists Group Sunday, April 23 

Effortless Meditation Wednesdays 

“Take 15” Meditation April 23 & 30 
BUC invites people to join us after the service in the Hodas Family Hall for conversation, community, coffee, tea, bagels 
and donuts. But what if that feels overwhelming? What if you’d like to connect with a few people, but in a quieter, more 
reflective way? Join others in the red door classroom, on the north side of the outdoor courtyard, for a 15 minute guided 
meditation led by Dawn Kulongowski a certified davidji instructor, or meditator Rajesh Radhakrishnan. 11:45 – Noon. 

Following the Green Sanctuary Potluck in the Hodas Hall, Lisa Crawford will talk about the non-profit organization 
Humble Design, and the impact having furniture, beds, table and chairs has on those transitioning out of homelessness.  
The talk will begin at 1:00 p.m. following the potluck in the larger lower level classroom. 

Meet up in the blue door classroom. Led by Denise Everheart a certified SKY Meditation teacher. 

April 5th Deep Meditation: 5 Tips & 3 Keys, 
April 12th Full Moon Meditation 
April 19th Live with Joy! SKY Meditation, 
April 26th NO Effortless Meditation. 



 

 4 BUC  

Birmingham Unitarian Church  April 2017 

Rev. Dr. 
Kathy Hurt 

1

In a mere month’s time, BUC crossed two significant thresholds: we 
dedicated our new building spaces and began moving back into all parts of 
our church, figuring out how we would live as a congregation in a new 
home, what ways of functioning would remain the same and what would 
change; and with my resignation letter, we entered the first steps of a 
ministerial transition, a time of figuring out how to continue as the same 
congregation under a change of leadership and what ways of functioning 
would remain or be different. On all sides, our church landscape is altered.  

And while it is typical for us to vary in how we approach such changes, 
some with anticipation for all that is coming and others with grief for all 
that is leaving, my hope will be that we can approach those changes as a 
congregation united, trusting in the strength that always has been, always 
will be, characteristic of this church.  

2

From a spiritual perspective, time is understood in two ways, almost as though there are two 
different kinds of time. One kind of time is called chronological time. That is the ordinary 
time in which we move through our days, the time of routines, of work and family and rest, 
the time of traffic gridlock and power outages and long lines at the grocery story, the time we 
spend on our devices catching up with friends and reading news.  

The other kind of time is called Kairos time. The Greek word for opportunity, Kairos time is 
when the usual patterns of our days are suspended, sometimes without our consent, and 
more than the ordinary resources we have become available. In Kairos time, decisions made 
carry extra weight; in Kairos time, a whole new life can emerge that might otherwise never be 
possible. In Kairos time, all reality is wide open and waiting for our next move, ready to move 
with us. BUC has entered a period of Kairos time with our changed home and the 
beginnings of a change in ministry. While the recognition of how much hangs in the balance 
during Kairos time can be alarming, it helps to know that each step taken during Kairos time 
counts for so much more, and that powers and supports can be drawn on more easily.  

May this Kairos time of ours usher in a time of creativity, abundance, a spirit of adventure, 
and a new depth of trusting in the deep bonds of our community.  

Faithfully,  

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy 

REFLECTIONS 
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Spring Rummage is Coming! 
BUC Rummage! Rummage is back! After a respite during our fall construction period, the Rummage Committee is hard 
at work planning to fit our annual spring Rummage sale into our newly-refigured space. If you are new to BUC rummage, 
then think… giant garage sale. We divide up our classrooms and shared space into departments and spend four days 
sorting and setting up for three days of sale time. It’s a great way to get to know other BUCers, share some meals, 
repurpose possessions, and benefit the church and the greater area community. Apparently many BUCers used our time 
of hiatus to sort out donations for Rummage J.  

Since we anticipate a larger-than-usual volume and some challenges with the space, please start your Rummage 
volunteering at home by doing the following:  

• Organize and label your gently-used clothing, books, electronics, and other household items. PLEASE do not 
donate anything that isn’t appealing. As co-chair Mary Dunn puts it, “If you wouldn’t wear it to church, don’t 
bring it to Rummage!” Extrapolate as needed for small appliances, books, toys, etc.  

• Please, don’t bring winter items! Save the Christmas decorations, overcoats, skis, sleds, etc. for Fall. 

• Label or hand-deliver any items of special value or interest to Silent Auction for 
first refusal.  

• Plan to volunteer as much as you can during setup, sale, and (critical this year) 
cleanup time. • Recruit a friend or relative to bring along to Rummage (both to 
help work and for the sale times).  

• Post Rummage flyers on neighborhood bulletin boards or share with garage 
sale-loving acquaintances.  

• Choose a fabulous casserole, salad, snack, or dessert recipe to share with the Rummage workers. As always, you’ll 
have a chance to sign up and ask questions at the Rummage table during April Sunday morning social hours.  

If you are a parent, it’s easy to bring your kids to Rummage, too. We have two family nights—Monday and Friday—but 
young people are welcome at any time during Rummage week. They can sort, carry intake, consolidate, tear down boxes, 
and dozens of other jobs. We also offer childcare for the very young. (Please notify us in advance!) Not only do the kids 
provide material support to our all-church fundraiser, it sends a solid message about what it means to be an active steward 
of a beloved community.  

Rummage drop off times: Sunday, April 30 through noon on Tuesday, May 2. For large items, notify the Truck 
Coordinator at: buc.rummage.pickup@gmail.com by Friday, April 28. And please, be kind to Rummage volunteers! 
Please check all boxes before you bring them to BUC. Make sure your donations are carefully packed, look for missing 
parts and instruction manuals, label anything that needs labeling, and—to make for safer Rummage experience-- remove 
any broken pieces, soiled items, and spiders! 

Knitting Ministry April 24 
The Knitting Ministry makes lap robes, shawls and other small items to give members experiencing significant events in 
their lives.  Including, but not limited to prolonged illness, surgery, loss of a loved one, or births. We also make Scarves 
for those who are homeless. We typically have yarn and patterns available from various donations. 

We are meeting on the fourth Monday of each month, from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in the small conference room. Please 
contact Andie Stewart, alamonts851@gmail.com, to let me know if you are interested. Let our fibers be joined together. 



 

 6 BUC  

Birmingham Unitarian Church  April 2017 

+ Music at BUC 
This month has proved to be challenging and thrilling 
in many ways--truly sharing the Agony and Ecstasy of 
life, as the monthly theme promised. Our wonderful, 
flexible BUC Chalice Choir had to cancel a rehearsal 
after the power outage, but were back in the sanctuary 
rehearsing in the main area instead of the dimly lit choir 
loft -- some folks with coats on -- to accommodate the 
power fluctuations. No big deal--when you gotta SING, 
you GOTTA SING!!  

We were thrilled to have Cindy Raffel dancing soulfully 
to a choir song "Hold Me, Rock Me" at church on 
March 26. We are reminded of how expressive our 
bodies can be. The Sound Messengers had folks 
thinking about the theme during "King of Pain" and 
other service music. Youth Sunday was inspiring and 
fun with beautiful music contributed by Aiden 
Chapman, Reed McAlpin, Shay Yang, Victor 
Mangrulkar, Rahkesh Dearing, and the Teen Choir 
singing "Fight Song" accompanied by the Sound 
Messengers.  

It was sad to have to cancel Sound Bites due to the 
power outage but look for the Dave Sharpe Quartet 
again for next year's series. Thanks to all the helpers, 
bakers and others who plan SoundBites-- we will try to 
keep windstorms to zero next year. Happy Spring, 
everyone! 

MAMA’s Coffeehouse April 15: Chris Buhalis 
Heartfelt Michigan roots-folk and Americana from this respected Ann 
Arbor-based singer/songwriter.  Bouncing back from a nearly career-
ending encounter with a table saw, Chris and his band will perform 
songs from his recently-released “Big Car Town” CD. 

"Buhalis makes music simply and directly. His country folk leanings have 
been tempered by and cut from the land itself; his is above all American 
music in all its contradictions and rough-hewn grace..." --Thom Jurek  

Ann Arbor’s DAVID BARRETT will open the show. 
$15 Admission, $13 Seniors/Students.  Show begins at 8:00 p.m. at 
BUC. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 



 

 7 BUC  

Birmingham Unitarian Church  April 2017 

I attended an event, recently, which hosted the Rev. William Barber at the Grace Emanuel Baptist Church in Flint. He 
spoke about the contaminated water in Flint and he compared the water crises to a bible story about the poisoned water 
in Jericho. Barbers describes the poisoned water as the result from a society that did not respect poor people, disabled 
people, LGBT folks, and people of color for their inherent worth and dignity. Systems of power and oppression poison 
the people who are marginalized. In Jericho, a young adult named Elisha purified the poisoned water with salt or as 
Barber says, “Somebody Always Lifting Truth”.  

On Facebook, I’ve seen memes depicting the real Jesus vs the Republican Jesus. The implied subtext in these memes is 
that the real Jesus is a Democrat and the Republican Jesus is not. So I ask myself, would the “real” Jesus choose one party 
over the other? As Unitarian Universalists, our values are not Democrat or Republican. 
Our UU values are grounded in spirit and love, not in any sole political party.  

I sometimes hear from BUCers that our social justice work seems to be a reaction to the 
2016 election. However, our poisoned waters have long existed with Presidents coming 
from both parties. Unitarian Universalists have been lifting truth to power by supporting 
immigrant rights, reproductive justice, and transgender rights for decades before Trump 
and Clinton. What is new now is that the poisoned water is ever more present among us 
and that we can no longer be ignored. What are you doing to be somebody always lifting 
truth? 

Peace,  

Ben 

All Church Read 
Book Discussion –The Third Reconstruction – Sat., April 29, 9:30-11:30 

Join us for a facilitated discussion of the book, “The Third Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement is Overcoming the 
Politics of Division and Fear” by Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II. 

“Rev. Barber writes movingly—and pragmatically—about how he laid the groundwork for a state-by-state movement (Moral Mondays) 
that unites black, white, and brown, rich and poor, employed and unemployed, gay and straight, documented and undocumented, 

religious and secular. Only such a diverse fusion movement, Rev. Barber argues, can heal our nation’s wounds and produce public policy 
that is morally defensible, constitutionally consistent, and economically sane.” – Beacon Press 

The book is available from Beacon Press and other online retailers, or purchase one in the social hall on Sundays while 
supplies last. Register at bucmi.org if you plan to attend the discussion or email ben.gabel@bucmi.org. 

Greening of Detroit – Plantings on May 13 & 20 
Each year BUC volunteers plant trees in Detroit with other Greening volunteers.  Join us on either May 13 or 20 at 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Contact Paul Plante at pplante@twmi.rr.com or isit greeningofdetroit.com for more information.  
Contact Paul or sign up at BUC after Sunday services on April 23 thru May 7.  Greening’s mission is “Inspiring 
sustainable growth of a healthy urban community through trees, green spaces, food, education, training and job 
opportunities.” 

Service and Justice – April 2017 

More Details Coming 
Soon: Dinner, Activities 
for kids, and a movie 
for adults “Tickling 
Giants”  Saturday 
evening, April 29th   
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Speaker Series – April 20: “Income Trends & the Future 
of Jobs in a Second Machine Age” 

Sponsored by the Economic Inequality Task Force of BUC & four other UU 
congregations 

MSU Professor Charles Ballard will discuss income trends and Lou Glazer, President 
of Michigan Future, Inc. will discuss the future of jobs as the second machine age 
takes shape.  Visit the BUC website or register online at tinyurl.com/2017Series. 
Cost is $7 or select the complimentary ticket option.  UUs can bring a non-UU 
guest at no charge.  This event is open to the public. 

Walt Whitman Elementary School News 

The timeframe for a decision regarding the 38 schools tagged by the state School Reform Office for possible closure was 
extended to May after parents, legislators, and other citizens called for better responses to help address these schools’ 
low ranking. A possible partnership model is being considered. Our volunteer work continues unabated with our after-
school Bananagrams program, weekly mobile library (book trolley) program, and tutoring.  Contact Mary Jo Ebert or 
Ben Gabel to get connected with a volunteer role. 

Plate Collection Recipient: Humble Design 
 “We are humble design, a non-profit helping families transitioning out of 
homeless shelters by providing furnishings and design services. We turn 
their empty house into a clean, dignified and welcoming home. It's a very 
simple idea that can change a family's future.  Humble Design partners 
with local area homeless, abuse shelters, and the VA to identify persons 
and families that are emerging from shelters and into low-income housing.  
Many of these families are victims of abuse and have left behind all 

personal items upon escaping and entering an emergency shelter. Most have no beds, books, 
toys or furniture to call their own.” 

Any BUCer may nominate a local service organization to be the plate recipient.  Submit an application online at 
www.bucmi.org.  Click the “Social Justice” tab, then “Plate Collection Application.” Contact Sharon Kirchner at 
skirch47@gmail.com if you prefer to submit a paper application. 

Scholarship Fund Benefits Pontiac Graduates 
The BUC Goldsmith Scholarship Fund was founded with a gift from the estate of Stuart & Suzanne Goldsmith, who 
were early members of the church. Administered though the Community Foundation for SE Michigan, the program 
awards a $2,000 scholarship each year to a Pontiac high school graduate and is renewable for up to three years at $2k 
per year. At present, there are three students receiving the scholarship:  Jessica Shelton, 2nd year student at Ferris State 
University; Hnub Moua, 2nd year student at Oakland University; and Mariah Kelley, 1st year student at Oakland 
University. Donations to the fund can be made at any time.  Contact Mary Jo Ebert for information. 
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World Water Day 
On March 22, BUCers traveled to Lansing to lobby our state legislators.  What 
Flint citizens told us: 

"Did you know the pets die first - there are not a lot of dogs and cats left 
in Flint." 
"Did you know it's illegal to poison a cat or a dog but it's not illegal to 
poison us?" 
"Did you know that when we can't pay to flush our pipes out, they take 
our children to foster care." 
"This is genocide. This water fight is the fight of our times." 

WATER IS A HUMAN RIGHT!  

Please visit the Green Sanctuary Ministry Table in the Hodas Family Hall for 
information on actions you can take. 

  

If your budget precludes you buying everything organic, focus on the Dirty Dozen—these are 
the fruits/veg that really need to be organic.  The list gets updated each year, and here is the 
current version with produce that contains extraordinarily high levels of 
pesticides:  strawberries, spinach, nectarines, apples, peaches, pears, cherries, grapes, celery, 
tomatoes, sweet bell peppers, potatoes.  

If you are feeding your children any of the tasty fruits or veg listed, please ensure you buy organic.  Pesticide-levels in 
children are rising, annually, in our nation.  We don’t fully understand all the potential damage pesticides do to our 
bodies, e.g., is there a connection between pesticides and Parkinson’s Disease or Multiple Sclerosis?  No one can tell us 
for certain.  So why take the risk!  For the health of your children, the planet, and all the children yet to come, please 
buy organic.  Many thanks from all your friends at Green Sanctuary Ministry.  

Potluck to Celebrate Earth Day! April 23rd  
Green Sanctuary Ministry is sponsoring a potluck following worship on the 23rd of April in the Hodas Family 
Hall.  Please bring a dish to share—preferably made from locally-sourced ingredients; if you forget, don’t worry—join us 
anyway.  We have some good cooks who will provide extra food.  All ages welcome.  This affords us the opportunity to 
share a meal, some conservation, and get to know one another better. 

Memorial Glen 
You may not know this, but BUC has a Memorial Glen with cenotaphs where the names of our members and their 
family members who have died may be engraved. Once a year we have an engraver come and engrave the names of the 
requested deceased. There is a cost involved, and forms that need to be filled out in the church office. We need 
submissions to be turned in by Thursday, April 6 to be included in this years Memorial Sunday service in the Ćapek 
Woods dedication. Questions may be directed to Jim Shettel at jim.shettel@bucmi.org If you haven’t seen the Memorial 
Glen, check it out some Sunday. The glen is located north of the playground area. 

Green Sanctuary Ministry: The Dirty 
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April’s Civic Duty rotation explores how we practice our faith in community with one 
another. It begins by defining “the Common Good.” It explores aspects of our world 
that we all share like: water, public health, physical infrastructure, community services, 
etc. It questions how and what might be the best way to take care of the common good. 
It asks the kids to consider their own responsibility in supporting these needs.  

Finally, this rotation explores circumstances which merit shifting our focus away from 
ourselves, from immediate wants and desires, to instead look at long-term needs and 
goals. It asks the children to consider four different aspects of civic duty:  

Children’s Education 
Religious 
Education 

1. Definition of the common good. What areas of our lives do we share? In this Common Good Workshop, the kids 
will learn about the disease of polio and its subsequent vaccine, as an example of citizens and the government working 
together to improve everyone’s lives.  

2. Informed voting and taxes. What are our responsibilities as citizens? How does voting and paying taxes change our 
lives? This History Workshop will look at the building of the Brooklyn Bridge as an example of why it is important to 
be informed and vote, in order to make a choice for leadership that shares your vision of what the future requires.  

3. Volunteering and charities. What can we accomplish through our own individual efforts? Can small efforts make 
enormous differences? Can our government do everything for us? This Storytelling Workshop will share stories of 
individuals and groups who made small yet significant efforts to help themselves and others.  

4. Churches and the common good. The Art Workshop asks, ”How do we support our church in accomplishing its 
goals?” (with time & money) and “Why do churches stress turning values into actions?” (because an idea without action 
is just a wish.)  

Eleanor McGuire, Children’s DRE at eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org.  

The 6 & 7 class will begin April with a wrap-up of their two-week unit on Orthodox Christianity. Then they will begin 
their study of mainstream Protestant religion. O April 30, they will take a break from instruction for that wonderful 
community service tradition--Rummage Sunday!  

The 8th grade Rite of Passage Experience (ROPE) will take a look at spirituality and worship in their April class 
sessions, along with tackling the beginning elements of credo-writing. On April 23, they will gather at BUC for a pre-
Boston overnight and on April 27, they depart for their long-awaited UU Heritage trip!  

High school class: The class time in April will begin by concluding the discussion of Faith and Science that we began in 
March. Then, like the younger children, we will move into a discussion of the common good, taken, of course, to a level 
more appropriate to the older youth’s deeper understanding and experience.  

GUUSH: The bridging con is scheduled for the weekend of April 21-23 Thomas Jefferson UU Church in Louisville, 
Kentucky. Please watch for signup information in your email and on Facebook! Since this con is so far, I will definitely 
need to know early about any youth and adults who are planning to go, to make sure we have enough drivers and 
passenger spaces.  

Youth Religious Education 
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Film Buffs: April 28 Human Capital 
Friday, April 28 at 7:00 PM in the Commons "On the night before Christmas Eve, 
a cyclist is run off the road by a careening SUV. As details emerge of the events 
leading up to the incident, a well-to-do family, privileged and detached, will 
intertwine with another that is struggling to maintain a middle-class life; before 
long, both families will be impacted in ways they could never have expected. 
Director Paolo Virzì's taut drama – Italy’s submission to the Academy Awards® for 
Best Foreign Language Film–is a dynamic account of desire and greed in an age of 
financial uncertainty (Italy, 2014, NR, 110 minutes)" - DFT Film Guide Summer 
2015 “A stylish fusion of class critique and murder mystery.” –Jay Weissberg, Variety Snacks provided. For more 
information contact Larry at 248-569-0965 or LJWisniew@yahoo.com. 

Opera Buffs: April 22 Eugene Onegin 
Live HD transmission from the stage of the Metropolitan Opera in New York: Saturday, April , 22 12:55 pm  Eugene 
Onegin – Tchaikovsky 

Tchaikovsky’s setting of Pushkin’s timeless verse novel is presented on the Met stage in Deborah Warner’s moving 
production, starring Anna Netrebko as Tatiana and Mariusz Kwiecien and Peter Mattei sharing the title role. Alexey 
Dolgov sings the role of Lenski, and Robin Ticciati conducts. 

Tickets at the AMC theater complex M-59 and Mound Road are $24. ($22 seniors). After the opera, many of us go for 
a bite to eat and fellowship. Contact Larry Freedman – lawrenceman@sbcglobal.net 248-370-8227 

Alliance: Can Your Creativity Help Change a 
Community? 
Alliance's next program meeting is Wednesday, April 19. People around the world are using art to improve daily life in 
their neighborhoods.  Hear about collaborative efforts to use art as a community-building tool in the economically-
challenged city of Highland Park, MI. 

Our speaker is Amanda Bankston, Director of Marketing and Public Affairs at the Detroit Chamber Winds and 
Strings. Supporting an outreach grant, she is working with community leaders, artists and residents to reimagine the city 
as part of a two year program "Community heART Highland Park".  Her talk will include lessons learned so far, and 
ways to support creative placemaking in your own community. 

Amanda has a degree in Journalism from the University of Minnesota with a minor in Youth, Literacy, and Diversity. As 
a reporter, she focused on uncovering disparities and giving a voice to underrepresented populations. Besides the 
Highland Park project, she is the Co-Director of the next generation arts program: Detroit Passport to the Arts. 

Join us at noon in the Pavilion for a brown bag lunch. Alliance will provide coffee and cookies.  The program will start at 
1:00 pm in the Commons. Everyone is welcome!  Please join us! 



 

 

   

Dear Members and Friends of BUC, 

I am delighted to inform you that we have selected the staff member 
who will be succeeding Jim Shettel as Director of Administration:  our 
choice is BUCer Kym Worth. 

Kym brings to this position both extensive professional experience 
and broad experience in all aspects of church life.  With an MBA and 
work history in finance management, strategic planning, and 
marketing and team development for companies large and small, 
Kym is well prepared to assume direction of all facets of church 
operation. During her time at BUC, Kym has served as Board 
Secretary and member of several committees, taught in the religious 
education program, and most recently served on the Senior Minister 
Search Committee during the last ministerial transition.  

Please join me in welcoming Kym to the staff to begin working alongside Jim on April 10. 

With enthusiasm, 

Kathy 


