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SERVICES  10:30 a.m. 

17     For all our focus on individual 
worth and autonomy, we may 
still feel overwhelmed and 
helpless when facing the 
complex and intractable issues 
that place peace, liberty, and 
justice beyond the reach of so 
many.  What can any one of 
us, truly, hope to contribute?  
And will we ever see real 
results from our efforts?  Kathy 
and Worship Associate Peggy 
Woerhlen wrestle with the real 
dilemma of believing in the 
possibility of the 6th principle 
while also acknowledging the 
limits on what we can do.  
Music provided by the Sound 
Messengers. 

 3 The Hebrew and Christian 
scriptures of the Bible, the 
Eastern traditions of 
Hinduism and Buddhism, 
and Islam all imagine a point 
in time when the entire 
universe either falls apart 
completely, or is gathered up 
into a “new heaven and a new 
earth.”  Why? And what do 
they offer us as we understand 
our own kind of “end time” 
vision suggested in the 6th 
principle?  Kathy and 
Worship Associate Bill Fox 
will explore these visions; 
music the Sound Messengers. 
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6th Principle “The goal of 
world community, with peace, 
liberty, and justice for all.” 

24 

4/24 “Annual Earth Day Service” 

4/3 “The World of Your Dreams” 

April 10th “With 
the Laying on of 
Hands”  Most spiritual traditions at some point have set 

out a grand vision for the world, a vision that 
adherents of the tradition are challenged to 
fulfill, a vision that is to be the culmination of 
all life.  Unitarian Universalism is no 
exception. In fact, the vision is so grand that 
one can be forgiven if a response of skepticism, 
rather than inspiration, greets the goal.  How 
can our tiny denomination make a dent in the 
extraordinarily difficult work of realizing world 
peace?  We know many stories of ways in 
which a single individual has an impact on 
events far beyond what anyone imagines 
possible for just one person.  Our April 
worship services wrestle with the daunting 
challenge of the 6th principle and how each 
one of us might contribute to its lofty aims. 

Unitarian Universalist ministers often 
describe their decision to enter ministry 
in terms of a personal vision of a more 
just world and how their unique gifts can 
help realize that vision.  Kathy and 
Worship Associate Shawn Rooney 
consider the intersection of personal and 
collective dreams of a better world in this 
service that includes a celebration of the 
30th anniversary of Kathy’s ordination; 
music provided by the BUC Chalice 
Choir. 

Please come to the Social Hall following 
the service and join in the celebration! 

Green Sanctuary Ministry 
offers its annual Earth Day 
service with three 
speakers:  Mary Dunn, Dan 
Kosuth, and Amy Smalley, 
supported by worship associate 
Donna Larkin Mohr & GSM 
Chair Karen Stankey.  Our 
speakers will share their 
personal stories about Nature 
in all its glory, wildness, and 
majesty – music provided by 
the BUC Chalice Choir. 

4/17 “So … 
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April Sunday Specials  
April 3rd   

9:15  
Explorations in Unitarian Universalism with Kathy, in the Blue Door room.  Drop-ins 
welcome.  Topic:  Ethics. 

11:45  

Mini-special: following the service, stay in the Sanctuary for ten minutes to learn how 
to set up/do text giving at BUC. Why? Using text giving allows us to include your 
plate collection donations in your yearly contribution statement.  

11:45  

Join us in the Social Hall for community building craft activities for all ages. 

April 10th   

9:15  
"What does 'authentic' religion mean in a UU context?  Let's think about it together."  An "elevator speech" discussion led 
by longtime BUCer Ed Sharples, in the Blue Door room. 

11:45 
April is the 30th anniversary of Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt’s ordination into the UU Ministry, and marks her five year 
anniversary as our minister.  The congregation will celebrate this milestone anniversary with Kathy during the service on 
April 10 and afterwards with a special coffee hour.  We hope you can attend!  

April 17th   

9:15  
Explorations in Unitarian Universalism, led by Kathy Hurt, in the Blue Door Room. Topic:  Spiritual Mysteries.  

11:45  
BUC Newbies Meet & Greet Luncheon: gather in the Pavilion outside the Sanctuary following the service, then head to 
the lower level for a light lunch and the opportunity to meet with different program and service areas within our BUC 
community.  

April 24th   

9:30  
Interested in installing the BUC directory app to your phone, tablet, or iPad? Meet in the foyer in front of the monitor for 
a short tutorial on downloading this very useful tool that helps keep us better connected. 

11:45  
Board Town Hall, in the Sanctuary.  Hear the latest updates on our building project from Dick Cantley and the CDPC.  

Notice:  the BUC Board wil l  now be meeting on the 4th Monday of  every 
month from 7-9 p.m. in the large conference room.  Meetings are open 
and any congregant who wishes to attend and observe i s  welcome. 

11:45  
A VEGETARIAN  POTLUCK following the service. Coffee, tea, and juice will 
be provided. Please bring a dish to share. Sponsored by Green Sanctuary 
Ministry. All ages welcome.  
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“…joy and sorrow are 

inseparable… together they 

come and when one sits 

alone with you… remember 

the other is asleep upon 

your bed.” 

Connections: 
Joys & Sorrows 

-Khalil Gibran 

Look Who Signed the Membership Book! 
“I’m excited to become a member of the BUC spiritual community 
and join in the wonderful opportunities to serve. My other interests 
include travel, yoga, cycling, book-clubs, gardening, cooking, and my 
favorite – the grandkids!”  -- Kat Ananda joined March 22, 2016 

“Hello, everyone! We are so excited to be a part of the BUC community. 
We have been looking to find a church that would help us grow spiritually, 

and we are sure that we've found our home! We met due to a shared history 
of playing rugby and continue to share many interests, such as going on long 
walks, reading, and staying active. Kay is an engineer at Ryder and Megan is 
a social worker at Orchards Children's Services. We can't wait to meet you!”  

-- Kay Shannon & Megan Lapanowski joined March 27, 2016 

“Peter is the father of two and grandfather of four.  He teaches science, in addition to 
freelance writing and photography.  His passions include cycling, photography, and 
watching his grandchildren grow.”  

“Holly -- left of center, empath, bad ass quilter, avid reader, travel lover, collector of robots, 
space aliens and Mr. Potato Heads.   

--Holly Douglas & Peter Maurer  joined March 27, 2016 

A sorrow: Kym Worth’s father died in Arizona on February 28, with his family by his side. 

A joy: Marilyn and Tim Mast are happy to announce the engagement of their daughter Ashley 
to Vincent Lombardi after eight years of togetherness! 

In memory of my granddaughter’s birthday – Kaitlyn Miranda 
Fierro – born March 11, 1992, died June 4, 1994 – Karen 
Maidment. 

Joy: Lillian and Walter Dean welcome their new granddaughter, 
Miriam Elizabeth Dean-Moger born March 17th. Big sister Esther 
is delighted! 

Sorrow: long-time, former member, Laura Sink died on February 
16 in Ohio. Date of memorial service TBD. 

Advertise BUC in style! Order an “official” BUC t-shirt in the 
social hall during coffee hour in April.  Plan to wear your t-shirt at General Assembly, at official 

BUC events, in the community…  Let’s show our pride and solidarity to the world! ☺ 

Newbie Meet & Greet, April 17 at 11:45 
Have you attended a Sunday service or two and would like the opportunity to know more about us? Are you thinking about signing 
our Membership Book, and would like to know more? Join us following the service on April 17 for a light lunch, and conversation 
with some folks who can tell you all about Social Justice, Religious Education, Music, Rummage Volunteering, and more. Take a 
look at our Membership Path Brochure, HERE – our Meet Up Group for newish folks HERE (RSVP on Meet Up for updates).  
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R E F L E C T I O N SR E F L E C T I O N S   

Rev. Dr. 
Kathy Hurt 

Whenever I feel stumped facing a blank page that requires the creating of next 
Sunday's sermon, I sometimes pull out a book of writing "prompts," quick writing 
exercises intended to get the words flowing. The last time I resorted to this strategy, 
the writing prompt asked me to write for 10 minutes about itching.  

Given that I grew up in a part of the country where mosquitoes are king, I have 
extensive experience with the sources and varieties of itching. Yet this time, I 
found myself writing about itching as a metaphor, spiritual itching, the restlessness 
in us that sometimes manifests as literal physical itching. If you have ever tried to 
sit still and meditate, you have likely experienced the challenge of resisting the urge 
to scratch itches that suddenly appear all over your body, and also resisting the 
urge to "scratch," get hooked by, the myriad "itches," thoughts that seem to demand 
attention, which manifest in opposition to efforts to be bodily and mentally still.  

My parents tried to keep us from scratching the itches that mosquito bites elicited, telling us that scratching 
would only intensify the itch. But when an itch is bearing down on you, nothing less than scratching it will 
suffice. It requires considerable willpower to override scratching responses to itches, both itches on one's 
skin and itches in one's mind, the itches all around us that call for attention whether attention is actually 
needed or not. Just as scratching does not often put an itch to rest, so attending to the itches that invite an 
impulsive purchase, an unfiltered Facebook comment, a defensive reply to criticism, all the scratches we 
come up with to try and deal with itches, seldom stop the itching. If anything, our responses tend to keep 
the itch alive.  

Maybe a more productive solution than either scratching, or trying to ignore the itch, would be a third 
route that finds some balm for the itch, something which soothes it, a kind of spiritual calamine lotion. The 
itch continues, but the lotion makes scratching no longer seem like the necessary response, and in time the 
itching fades from awareness.  

Be sure to stock up on anti-itch lotion as we move further into this season of extreme politics, when wild 
scratching is already underway. Try to remember that each scratch just produces a more intense itch. And 
when you find something that eases the itching, use it liberally and share it liberally as well. Until the 
itching is under control, a thoughtful exchange of ideas, a truly restful time of meditation, or anything that 
itching disrupts cannot happen.  

Faithfully, Kathy 

“When I decided to look for a UU church to join, a major reason was to find an active, 
welcoming community. I knew right away that BUC was a great fit and a few months after my 
first visit I signed the book in November 2014. I jumped right in and helped with coffee service, 
rummage, and the stewardship breakfast. Last summer I volunteered in Capek Woods but I saw 
weeds going to seed in the new plantings in the Memorial Garden. The gardener in me knew 
that a little action now would prevent a major problem later and began a weekly weeding 
campaign. I then organized a group to mulch the Memorial Garden last fall. I am honored to 
have been asked to run for Leadership Development Council in this upcoming election. Thank 
you to BUC for providing me a home in which to share my talents.” Harper West   

April Volunteer of the Month: Harper West 
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Come join us in the Commons on Friday evening April 15 (celebrate having your 
taxes all done!) at 7:00 to hear BUC writers read their own work.  If you would 
like to read, see Penny Hackett-Evans in the coffee hour or email her  
Evansph2@wowway.com to sign up.  Bring your own wine and wisdom – we’ll 
supply the words – and a non-alcoholic drink.  Bring a snack to share if you like. 

3rd Annual  
Wine, 

Words,  
Wisdom  

April 29, 30 – May 1 will find Rev. Kathy leading a retreat for women in the church.  
It will be held at the Columbiere Conference Center in Clarkston.  The Columbiere 
Center has beautiful grounds to explore and will provide our meals and a labyrinth 
to walk.  Kathy will provide group session, inspiration and programming for 
deepening.   Some time will be spent in silence.  Costs for the retreat will be;  $170 
for a single room with shared bath, or $150 for a double room with shared bath.  
Commuters can attend for $100.  Subsidies are available.  Registration will begin on 
April 1 in the Social Hall or by contacting Penny Hackett-Evans  
Evansph2@wowway.com  

BUC Women’s Retreat Week-end: Alchemy & 
Spiritual Transformation 

Bereavement Group, Tuesday April 5 
Join us in the conference room the first Tuesday of each month from 4-5:30 p.m. The topic of “Recognizing anniversaries 
and dealing with the personal effects of a loved one” will be continued from March. This s an open group, all are welcomed.  

Friday, April 15 in the Commons 

Alliance April 13th “Music, Management, & Math” 
Alliance welcomes all to its April 13th meeting.  We will meet on that Wednesday at noon in the Pavilion for a brown bag 
lunch, with coffee and cookies provided.  Our program will be in the Commons starting at 1 pm.  We are delighted to have 
Maury Okun as our speaker.  He is the Executive Director of the Detroit Chamber Winds and Strings.  

He will talk on "Music, Management and Math", a behind the scenes look at what really brings great music to our 
community.  It takes more than fine artists and great repertoire to create great concerts.  He brings more than 30 years of 
experience in bringing us these great concerts, which many of us enjoy. All are welcome.  Please join us. 

Sunday Morning Discussion Group 
Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 10:15 join us in the large conference room, to the right of the main entrance. We are 
discussing the philosophical essays in the book “The Stone Reader” (edited by Peter Capatano and Simon Critchley). You 
don’t need to purchase the book, each essay can be downloaded by searching the essay title in your internet browser.   



 

 6 BUC  

Birmingham Unitarian Church  April 2016 

Humanists of BUC: Sunday, April 24 

Friday, April 22 at 7:00 p.m. join us in the Commons for The Second Mother the story of Val, 
a hard-working, live-in housekeeper and cook in modern-day Sao Paulo. Though she’s been 
estranged from her own daughter, Jessica, Val seems content to be a surrogate mother to her 
well-to-do employer’s kids – until Jessica, now a self-confident young woman, unexpectedly 
decides to reunite with her mom. An insightful and witty look at class differences and the 
meaning of family, The Second Mother won Special Jury Awards for both of its lead 
actresses at the Sundance Film Festival. In Portuguese with English subtitles. - DFT Film 
Guide Autumn 2015  

“Immensely endearing! A savvy, socially conscious crowd pleaser.” –Geoff Berkshire, Variety 
The Second mother (Brazil, 2015, R, 112 minutes)  

Snacks provided. For more information contact Larry at  
248-569-0965 orLJWisniew@yahoo.com. 

April is Poetry month – come to get prompts and learn techniques for writing your own poetry.   We will also read the poetry of 
others.  And, there may be some collage thrown in there as we investigate the cast of characters in our inner lives.  It’s a 
potpourri this month!  Come join us.  No experience required.  Bring pen and journal.  7:30 – 9:00 p.m. in the Blue door on 
Monday evenings.  Facilitated by Penny Hackett-Evans 

Poetry & Collage – Finding your Inner Cast of Characters 

Ed Sharples will be speaking at our fourth Sunday, "Humanists of BUC" group at 12:30 following a complimentary lunch 
at noon. His topic will be: "Who are we to displace God?" All are welcome to our monthly meetings in the Green Door 
classroom.  

Shared Silence 
Continues each Monday evening 6:15 – 7:15 in the Blue door.  The hour together includes a brief time of body awareness, 20 
minutes of silence, a reading and time for reflection and a closing.  Regular or occasional attendance is welcomed. 

Film Buffs April 22: The Second Mother 

In the Gallery & Pavilion: Exploring Within by Julia Wendell  April 1-- 29 

Artist Reception April 1 from 6-8 

My work explores justice, injustice, spirituality and how 
these elements interact to influence each other through 
a variety of techniques and media. My art is heavily 
influenced by my experiences in UU communities, 
especially my community of UU youth. The intent of 
this work is to inspire others to consider how they can 
intentionally involve art and justice into their own 
everyday spirituality.  
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Memorial Glen Inscription Requests: Extended to 11th 
The BUC Memorial Glen in our Capek woods is a special, sacred space devoted to remembering and memorializing our members 
and their family members who have died.  If you’ve never seen the Glen, take a stroll along one of the wooded paths at the 
northwest end of the property and read the names inscribed there of many who helped lay the foundations of what BUC is today. 
Once a year we hold a service of dedication in the Glen to honor those whose names have been inscribed that year.  This year’s 
service will be on May 29th.  If there is a loved one you’d like to memorialize in this way, pick up the forms and guidelines from 
our church administrator, Jim Shettel.  The forms must be returned to him before April 11 for inscription this year.  There is also 
a form, called a pre-need agreement, to reserve a space for yourself or a family member.  Each request needs to be accompanied by 
a $350 check. 

Effortless Meditation, March 23rd  & 30th  
Effortless Meditation led by Denise Everheart trained by the International Association of Human Values, will meet Wednesdays in 
April. Join us for a Transforming Emotions Guided Meditation on April 6, for Contentment, Exploring Sound and Meditation 
on April 20, and Effortless Meditation, Going Deeper: SKY Meditation on April 27 7:15-8:15 in the Commons or the Green 
Door Room. 

Rummage Spring 2016! 
Important news! BUC spring’s Rummage sale is going to be at the usual time 
for BUC’s spring Rummage sale! Intake will begin on Sunday, May 1 and 
continue through Tuesday, May 3 at noon. The sale itself will be held on May 
5, 6, and 7.  

What is Rummage? If you are new to BUC, you need to know that for one 
week each spring and fall, we turn the church into a giant resale shop. This 
provides an important source of both funds and community building to our 
church. When you volunteer at Rummage, you have a chance to get to know 
your fellow BUCers better while working or during Rummage meals. You can 
make your household spending budget go farther by shopping for clothing, 
furniture, and other goods. And it is the BEST place to bring your own gently 
used discards*! (*We do not accept sofa beds, stained or damaged furniture, 
analog TV or computer monitors, bike helmets, or children’s car seats.)  

Please sign up 
during on any 
Sunday in April in the Social Hall or electronically at on our website 
www.bucmi.org (button on the homepage). If you have large 
furniture items to donate, please plan ahead. The bulk pickup crews 
will collect furniture and other large items on Saturday April 30 and 
Sunday, May 1 but you must reserve a spot on the truck in advance. 
Please contact truck coordinator Soren Andersen now 
(buc.rummage.pickup@gmail.com)! For more information on bulk 
pickup, please email Kimery Campbell 
atkimery.campbell@bucmi.org or stop by the Rummage signup table 
in the Social Hall any time in April. 
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+ MAMA’s April 16: 
TIM GRIMM 

Saturday, April 16, 2016, 8:00pm: TIM GRIMM 

Songwriter, actor, world traveler TIM GRIMM brings an understated grace to his songs and his stage performance.  Deceptively 
simple and powerful narratives fuel his lyrics and his acting experience on both stage and in Hollywood film bring poise and 
polish to his delivery.  He’s good. 

MEG BRAUN will open the show. 

This will be the last MAMA’s show of the season - join us on October 15 with guitar picker extraordinaire PAT DONOHUE 

$15 Admission $13 Seniors/Students. Shows begin at 8:00 p.m. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 

Things are springing up everywhere this April at BUC. The 
choir continues to welcome new members. Choir Sunday is 
May 22, with the theme of "Celestial Beings.”  

Sound Messengers welcomes guest front man Craig Stroup 
this month, and provides music for a couple of more 
Sundays before the church year is over.  

MUSIC SURVEY –  the Music Committee is looking for 
feedback. We are excited to invite you to take a quick 5-
question survey about your experience with music at BUC. 
http://goo.gl/forms/jDPWCp7Yyl  

Steve and Abha are teeming with ideas about music as a form of expression and communication in every aspect of our beloved 
community. As our church enters this new phase of building, program development, and even more opportunities for involvement 
and creativity, please connect with us. Abha.dearing@bucmi.org and Steven.dearing@bucmi.org 

Music at BUC 
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Service & Justice News April 2016 
Winter Speaker Series – Informative and Thought Provoking 

We had a successful winter speaker series titled, “Escalating Inequality: Let’s Talk!” with an 
average of 112 people attending each session from six UU churches and the general public. 
Chuck Collins discussed the extent of the wealth gap, its effects, and steps that can be taken to 
address it. Marilyn Kelly informed her audience about the status of public defense in Michigan, 
how it affects people economically and in others ways if they cannot afford private legal counsel, 
and the extensive work needed to achieve equal justice under law. Peter Hammer discussed the 
connections from slavery to Jim Crow to today’s “spatial racism” and the parallels with the 
economic divide, how changes in belief systems are as important as policy 
and legislative change, and steps that can be taken to improve the 
situation for Detroit and the region. There was a tremendous amount of 
thought-provoking information shared in each session, and the Q&A 
segments were lively for all three. While it was sobering to hear how 
poorly Michigan fares in some of these areas, attendees commented that 
being educated on the situation is the first step needed to work toward 
reform.  

For people who missed the series and would like to learn about these 
topics, watch for news from the Escalating Inequality Task Force about 
ways to view or listen to the recordings. Contact Mary Jo Ebert, Pat 
Hammer, or Marti Szylagyi for more information. 

Public Transit Update 

A Coalition for Transit (ACT) has launched a campaign to 
promote public transportation as a means of connecting people 
to jobs and other destinations and boost economic development, 
in support of a master plan to be released by the Regional Transit 
Authority in May. The coalition has broad-based representation 
from business, faith communities, education, and long-time 
transit advocacy groups. When discussing economic inequality, 
the importance of public transportation is often discussed as an 
enabler to greater economic parity. Visit their website at 
acoalitionfortransit.com to learn more and to get involved in 
their work.  

Plate Collection: Women’s Essential Needs Program 
A portion of the April plate collection will be donated to the Women’s Essential Needs Program of the Michigan Coalition for 
Human Rights. They pass out essential bags with hygiene supplies to the women that gather for the Sundays in Cass Park Kitchen 
that feeds those down and out in a severely depressed area of Detroit.  

Any BUC member may nominate a local organization for the Plate Collection Committee to consider.  Submit an application at 
www.bucmi.org.  Click the “Service & Justice” tab, then “Plate Collection Application.” 

Chuck Collins 

Marilyn Kelly 
Peter Hammer 
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The Leadership Development Committee is in the final stages of selecting candidates for the Board of Trustees and the incoming 
group of Leadership Development members for the church year beginning July 1, 2016. All members in “good standing” for at least 
90 days before the annual meeting are eligible to vote on May 22, 2016. “Good standing” means that you have signed the 
membership book and submitted “a written pledge (or confidential statement to the minister of financial hardship) as part of the 
annual pledge drive or canvass” as stated in our constitution. If you are not able to attend the meeting on May 22, you may vote 
using an absentee ballot, which will be available in the church office as of May 8.  

If you are unsure as to your membership status, please contact the church office. 

Leadership Development Committee Announcement 

Green Sanctuary 

Building Green Bridges Workshop April 2nd  

Our second annual Building Green Bridges workshop will take place on Saturday, April 2nd. Come to exchange ideas with other 
community faith groups about how we can live up to our environmental principles. Registration and healthy continental breakfast 
at 8 o'clock, the program begins at 9:00 -- $20 at the door. Speakers: Cybelle Shattuck always has wonderful examples of what small 
groups can accomplish working with limited resources. Sister Patricia Benson, OP, will help us understand Laudato Si', the recent 
papal Encyclical Letter. Plus Jerry Hasspacher   Time will be allotted for the exchange of ideas during breakout sessions.  

SUSTAINABLE? 

Think of sustainable fusion reactions.  No, I don’t think so!  Did rather poorly in science.  I am pondering things that remain, 
things that don’t disappear because they are all used up.  Most of all, I am thinking of food—beautiful, delicious food—food that will 
always be available.  I don’t want to think of anyone starving because of a lack of food. 

Yes, we all know people are starving!  But, it is not because of a lack of food.  It has to do with distribution and a lack of funds to 
purchase said food.  My children, my grandchildren are not starving; they have plenty of food.  We sometimes plan meals 
together.  My daughter and I talk about whether we want to make the sweet potatoes savory or sweet.  I love sweet potatoes with 
loads of garlic, thyme, olive oil and a little sea salt.  Yum!  Of course, sweet potatoes with butter, cream, cinnamon, cardamom, 
brown sugar, and a little bourbon are equally delicious. 

I want to know that Michigan farmers will always grow sweet potatoes, and there will never be a shortage of them. However, science 
has taught me that global climate change will have a serious impact on our food supply. That’s scary! 

At my age, it may not be a problem for me; but, for my grandchildren, there may well be a serious, unpleasant situation awaiting 
them in the not-to-distant future.  So, during the winter, I turn down my thermostat—66 degrees during the day and 62 degrees at 
night.  Could we do better?  Yes.  Haven’t yet figured how to “get off the grid” in our current home, but we try to do our bit.  We 
wear sweaters or sweatshirts, indoors, all winter long. 

We try to focus on things in our life being sustainable—things that will last.  Think about that favorite old coat, old sweater, old pair 
of shoes.  So comfortable!  It’s like those shoes were custom made because they conform so perfectly to your feet.  You could walk 
miles in those old shoes.  Sometimes older is better!  We all know wine improves with age, so think about all the things in your life 
that also get better with age.  Maybe, you?  You’re learning, growing wiser, developing spiritually. 

White hair and wrinkles may accompany your older self, but taking care, eating sensibly, turning down your thermostat, and living a 
sustainable lifestyle will create a better place for our children and all the children yet to come.  Ponder turning down your 
thermostat just one degree this week, then one more degree next week, and so on; in the summer it means turning your air 
conditioner up a degree or so.  Give it a try! Donna Larkin Mohr  —  April 2016 
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Opera Buffs: Saturdays April 2, 16, & 30! 
Saturday, April 2, 12:55 p.m.  Madame Butterfly – Puccini 

Anthony Minghella's breathtaking production has thrilled audiences ever 
since its premiere in 2006. Kristine Opolais reprises her acclaimed portrayal 
of the title role, opposite Roberto Alagna as Pinkerton, the naval officer who 
breaks Butterfly's heart. 

Saturday, April 16, 12:55 p.m.  Roberto Devereux -  Donizetti 

Soprano Sondra Radvanovsky takes on the extraordinary challenge of singing 
all three of Donizetti’s Tudor queen operas in the course of a single 
season.  In this climactic opera of the trilogy, she plays Queen Elizabeth I, 
forced to sign the death warrant of the nobleman she loves, Roberto 
Devereux. Tenor Matthew Polenzani is Devereux. 

Saturday, April 30, 12:55 p.m.  Elektra – Richard Strauss  

Patrice Chéreau’s overpowering vision of the Greek myth stars soprano Nina 
Stemme— unmatched today in the heroic female roles of Strauss and 
Wagner. She portrays Elektra’s primal quest for vengeance for the murder of 
her father, Agamemnon. 

Tickets at the AMC 30 theater complex at M-59 and Mound Road are $24. ($22 
seniors). After the opera, many of us go for a biter to eat and fellowship. Contact Larry Freedman –
lawrenceman@sbcglobal.net 248-370-8227 for more information. 

Save the Dates in May, & June: 

2016 Greening of Detroit Tree Planting: 

Each year BUC plants trees in Detroit with other Greening volunteers. 
Please save these dates, and join us on either May 14, or May 21! Planting 
is 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. More info is available thru Paul, or on line 
at www.greeningofdetroit.com. Contact Paul or sign up at BUC after 
Service April 24 thru May 8. Greening planted 2881 trees in 2015 
CY. Our Mission: Inspiring sustainable growth of a healthy urban 
community through trees, green spaces, food, education, training and job 
opportunities. 

Paul Plante, BUC Greening Coordinator, and Greening of Detroit Citizen 
Forester, X734-464-1577, pplante@twmi.rr.com. 

Register now for UU General Assembly in Columbus 
Ohio: Plan to join with several BUCers who will be attending G.A. this 

year.  BUC can have 9 official delegates to the Convention.  Please contact 
Rev. Kathy Hurt if you’d like to be a BUC delegate.  You can also attend 
without being a delegate.  Hundreds of workshops, beautiful worship services, lectures (this year’s Ware Lecturer will be Krista 
Tippet), camaraderie and a huge sense of belonging can be yours.  Plan now to attend!  Check the UUA website for ore 
information and to register.  www.UUA.org  
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Children’s Rotation Curriculum 

April’s Spiritual Leaders workshops focus on the teachings of several significant prophets and 
spiritual leaders. This rotation asks: “How did these leaders lead their religions?” and “What was 
their message about God?”  

It asks the children to contemplate for themselves four different responses:  

1) Hindu Gods – one of the oldest religions of the world. Evolved over time without any prophet or spiritual leader.  
2) Moses – a spiritual leader within three different faiths. Received the Ten Commandments  
3) Jesus – thought of himself as an ordinary man but his followers believed him to be the son of God  
4) Muhammad – came to believe that he had been chosen to be God’s final messenger or prophet  

Finally, this rotation reinforces the Unitarian Universalist Third Principle, which can be summarized, as “our churches are 
places where all people are accepted and encouraged to grow in spirit and mind.”  

Thank you to everyone who made Youth Sunday 2016 possible! We were hugely grateful for everyone who helped coach, 
encourage, and mentor youth; who drove kids to rehearsals and meetings; who shopped, set up, tore down, publicized, 
organized or otherwise were part of this very complicated process. A special thanks to Kyle Sim, Kelly Taylor, and the ROPE 
families for the lovely brunch buffet and to Eleanor McGuire who helped out with everything from tech to dishes. Adults, 
you showed the youth how much you value their contributions and youth, you put together a service of which you should be 
proud. Thank you.  

Coming up:  

The 6 &7 class will begin April with a one-week unit on humor and religion and then move on to a 3-week look at aboriginal 
traditions. They will begin May with a church service day as they (and the high school youth) help out with Rummage setup.  

The 8th grade Rite of Passage Experience (ROPE) class will work on their credos, have a lesson on Spirituality and Worship, 
and play Theological Jeopardy. On April 28, they will depart for their long-awaited UU Heritage trip to Boston!  

The Sunday morning high school class will 
continue its discussions centered on the theme 
of Truth & Equity.  

The final high school conference of the church 
year is the Bridging Con, a gathering to say 
farewell to the graduating seniors. This con will 
take place from April 8 to 10 at the UU church 
in Bloomington. If you are planning to go, 
please let Kimery Campbell know, as we will 
need to know how many drivers to recruit. .  

If you are not receiving regular email updates 
about youth events, please send your contact 
information to Youth DRE Kimery Campbell at 
kimery.campbell@bucmi.org. You can also find 
updated youth event information on the RE 
Calendar on the BUC website. 

Youth Religious Education 

Religious 
Education 



 

 

  

 

Capek Woods Spring Clean Up Day! April 10 
following the celebration for Kathy’s Anniversary 

Yeah! Spring is here. On April 10, after we gather during coffee 
hour to celebrate Kathy's anniversary at BUC, consider joining 
the Capek Woods care givers  to do some outdoor spring clean 
up in our natural areas. The work we will do will include some 
combination of clearing the dead grasses and plant stalks from 
our prairie area, mulching the newly planted entrance gardens to 
Capek Woods with wood chips, and pulling garlic mustard.   

We will start around 12:30 PM, after the celebration, and end 
by 2:30 PM, Volunteers will need to come dressed appropriately 
for the weather (or change after the celebration)- with long sleeves 
and pants, socks and sturdy shoes, hat and work gloves, (and rain 
gear if it is just sprinkling.) Snacks will be provided. Thanks. 
Contact Stephanie Patil if you have questions. 


