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03	 Worship Associate Donna 
Larkin Mohr, along with 
Ben Gabel, Director of 
Service & Social Justice at 
BUC, and Mary Jo Ebert 
our Service & Justice 
Committee Chair, will 
explore the history of the 
Labor Movement in 
Detroit. 

!
Birmingham Unitarian Church 
A UN ITAR IAN UN IVERSAL IST  CONGREGAT ION 

September	10:	Welcome	Home	&		
Water	Communion	

We begin the new church year with a service led by both of our new contract 
Co-Ministers, the Rev. Patricia Shelden and the Rev. Daniel Budd.  We will 
have a participatory welcome back service centered around a water 
communion, facilitated by Worship Associate Ed Sharples, and music from 
the BUC Chalice Choir.  

What is a Water Communion? For several years we have asked BUC members 
and friends to collect and bring a small amount of water, representing a bit of 
their summer, on our first Sunday of the church year. It could be from a 
treasured lake, pond, or stream. It could be from the hose you watered your 
garden with all summer, or a puddle after a particularly refreshing rainfall.  

Email pictures of your summer water to Lisa at lisa.crawford@bucmi.org for a 
fun slideshow during our service.  

With the Flint water crisis still not 
resolved, and Hurricane Harvey 
displaying the awesome power of 
nature to change, and disrupt the 
normal patterns of our lives, this 
service is a reminder to respect and 
celebrate the powerful element of 
water, and its individual and 
communal significance in all our lives. 
We’ll collect all our water offerings in 
a large chalice bowl (if you forget to 
bring some, you are invited to touch 
the bowl as you pass by).  

SERVICE	10:30	a.m.	

17	 “Transitions & 
Transformations”  

The Rev. Patricia Shelden  

24	  “What Are We Watching?” 
The Rev. Daniel Budd 

During this service BUC 
will be part of a new 
Guinness world record 
attempt for the largest 
number of people singing 
the same song at the same 
time. People across the 
country will sing “Nothing 
More” to draw attention to 
gun violence and the need 
for a concerted reduction 
effort. 

Want to practice? Here is 
the link to the song on 
YouTube:  
https://youtu.be/85ijWLo
MgKI  

The BUC house band, the 
Sound Messengers, will 
lead us in this song. 

9/3 The Labor Movement: Detroit 
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Connections	
“…Joy	and	

sorrow	are	

inseparable…	together	they	
come	and	when	one	sits	
alone	with	you…	remember	
the	other	is	asleep	upon	your	
bed.”	
	

--	Khalil	Gibran	

“I am sorry to report that my mother, Rebecca Malm, passed away 
August 13. She was a long-time BUC member, and used to do accounts 
payable in the BUC offices years ago.” – Melissa Malm 

Ann Throop suffered a broken hip, which required surgery to treat. She 
is doing well, and is currently at the 
Canterbury on the Lake rehab center in 
Waterford, Michigan.  

Rich and Karen Schreck celebrated 50 
years of marital adventure on August 19. 
Congratulations!  

Stefanie and Clavis Janes welcomed their 
son, Lucario Skylar to their family on 
August 26. Congratulations on the circle 
of love expansion! J 

UUA	&	UUSC	Hurricane	Harvey	Recovery	Fund		
On Friday night, August 25, Hurricane Harvey made landfall as a Category 4 
Storm and brought with it deadly winds and rain to an area of the United 
States millions call home. We’re holding all of those affected in our hearts and 
prayers and we are in touch with local Unitarian Universalists so we can meet 
the needs as they arise. To do this, the Unitarian Universalist Association 
(UUA) has joined with the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) 
on a recovery and relief fund. 

Please give as generously as you are able. Half of all funds raised will go to at-
risk populations served by UUSC partners and the other half of the funds will 
support Unitarian Universalist congregations and members of those 
congregations most affected by the storm. Those funds will be administered by 
a group of leaders in the UUA’s Southern Region, which includes the states 
across the southeast from Texas to South Carolina, and from most of Virginia 
to Florida. https://giving.uua.org/harvey-floods 

Chalice	Circles	Forming	for	2017-18	
Chalice Circles are small circles of people from BUC, who meet twice a month 
from October – April for conversation and to practice listening to one another. 
Each session is facilitated and there is a provided topic. The goal is to create 
opportunities for more in-depth sharing about our lives. Sign up during 
September and begin in October. We have a day circle and an evening circle. 
Sign up here https://www.bucmi.org/chalice-circle-resistration and/or contact 
Penny Hackett-Evans at Evansph2@gmail.com for more information. 

	
OTHER	WAYS	TO	GIVE	

• Donate By Mail 

Unitarian Universalist Assn.  
Attn: Gift Processing 24 
Farnsworth Street Boston, MA 
02210-1409 

• Donate by Phone 

• (888)792-5885 

• Make a Stock Gift 
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Sunday	Morning	Discussion	Group	

Grief	Support	Group:	September	5	&	19		
This group meets monthly on the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30 -- 6:00 p.m. Currently meeting in the 
Sanctuary. All who are processing and experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one are welcome to come participate in this 
group. Any questions may be directed to facilitator, Alison Rule at (248) 320-1021.	

The Sunday Morning Discussion Group continues our lively discussions on topics to be voted on at our 9:00 - 10:15 a.m. 

meeting in the Green Door small classroom. Everyone is welcome to participate. No homework is required. 

Caregivers	Support	Group:	September	11	&	25	
This is a support group for those caring for a loved one with dementia. Being the sole caregiver can be an isolating, 
overwhelming, and challenging experience. We offer support for those doing the supporting! This meets the 2nd and 4th  
Mondays of the month at 1:30 in the large conference room, (first room to your right when you come in the main 
entrance). To learn more, call Alison Rule at (248) 320-1021 or Camille Harris at (248) 320-9651. 

Effortless	Meditation	Wednesdays	in	September	
Join Denise Everheart from the International Association of Human Values, and a certified SKY Meditation instructor, for 
these group sessions on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the Blue Door Classroom.  

September 6th “Full Moon Meditation”-- 13th “So you think you can't meditate?!” -- 20th “Breathe/Laugh/Meditate” --  
27th “Aura Meditation” 

Humanists	of	BUC	September	17	
Humanists of BUC will be offering Credos for adults this fall. The meeting on September 17th features Rev. Penny 
Hackett-Evans, speaking on, "My Credo", with audience participation. We are again offering a light lunch at noon with a 
program from 12:15 to about 1:30 in the lower-level classroom. Everyone is welcome to hear one of our most popular 
members explain what she believes and why. 

Living	By	Heart	–	Monday	Evenings	in	September	
This ongoing group for women continues to meet on Monday evenings 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. in the blue door classroom. We 
use art, poetry and writing as a means for exploring our lives together. Come occasionally or regularly. Facilitated by 

Knitting	Ministry	September	25	
We are meeting on the fourth Monday of each month, from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in the office conference room. Please contact 
Andie Stewart, alamonts851@gmail.com, to let her know if you are interested. 
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The	Art	&	Science	of	Getting	Along	
Are you interested in learning to: 

- Be more compassionate with yourself and others by increasing awareness of feelings and needs  
- Distinguishing actual observations from our story about what happened  
- Translating our judgmental thoughts into the underlying feelings and needs  
- Listening empathically  
- Receiving “hard to hear” statements without taking it personally  
- Supporting our own values while equally honoring the needs of others  
- Connecting with a sense of aliveness and appreciation 

Come find out more at an introductory session on September 12, from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. with Katie Testa from the Metro 
Detroit Nonviolent Communication group. Katie leads workshops around the country to learn and practice this effective 
communication technique. There will be a series of six Saturday morning practice sessions offered at BUC from Oct. 14 – 
Nov. 18 (free to BUC members -- a $150 value – but advance registration is required)  https://www.bucmi.org/nvc-
registration-fall2017. Questions may be directed to the Rev. Penny Hackett-Evans at Evansph2@gmail.com 

Sharing	Dinners	Signup	Begins	for	2017-2018		
BUC Sharing Dinners brings BUC friends, newcomers, and members of the 
congregation together monthly to share food and become better acquainted by: 

Ø building community within our existing membership and integrating new 
members into our beloved community,  

Ø providing fun, relaxed social opportunities for members to get to know one 
another  better, 

Ø and by providing opportunities for more inter-generational association.  

Would you like to be more connected to BUC while getting to know your fellow 
congregants better?  A great way is to join the more than 100 BUCers who take part in 
Sharing Dinners—small monthly potluck gatherings held in BUC members’ homes. 

Dinners are held the 2nd Saturday of the month (October through May, omitting December).  Although you are 
encouraged to attend them all, you can take part even if you must miss some.  Alternatively, if it is hard to commit, you 
can sign up as an alternate, to be contacted when a sub is needed.   

There will be 7 to 8 dinners going each second Saturday. Six to eight participants are assigned to each of the homes, and 
each month the names will be shuffled so everyone gets to meet with as many new people as possible.  You will be asked 
to host once during the year (potentially twice for couples).  If you are unable to host at your home, you can still 
participate by helping with the February joint dinner, held at the church. 

Sign up online under “About Us” “Fellowship” “Sharing Dinners”.  Also, look for sign-up sheets available during coffee 
hours in September, in the office, or contact Karen Maidment / John Richards Johnrmi@aol.com or reach them at their 
numbers from the church directory.  We look forward to your participation. 

BUC	SHARING	DINNERS	2017	—	2018	tentative	dates	

October 14, November 11, January 13, February 10 @ BUC, March 10, April 14, May 19. 
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Meet BUC’s 
New Contract 
Co-Ministers :  
Rev .  Patr icia 
Shelden  
& Rev .  Daniel  
Budd  

1

Daniel and I began talking about doing a co-ministry about ten years ago.  From 
that initial conversation we have discussed, read, talked with other clergy couples 
who have served as co-ministers, and looked forward to the experience.  Now, we 
are here, excited, engaged and energized!  Most people will admit that times of 
transition can be as stressful as they can be exciting.  We trust that we will 
experience almost every possible feeling and share them with you.   

This time of in-between is an opportunity for growth and learning, for all of 
us.  Since we arrived we have been learning as much about you as possible.  Our 
hope is that this year will be one of excitement more than worry and of opening 
to the future more than of closing and saying goodbye to the past. 

So, fasten your seat belts!  This is going to be a fun and energizing year.  We are 
honored to share it with you. 

Blessings,  Patricia  

An old New Yorker cartoon shows Adam and Eve leaving the Garden of Eden, 
and Adam is saying to Eve, "My dear, we live in a time of transition." 

And so we do. Patricia and I are very excited about spending this transitional 
time here with you. We are settling in, getting oriented, getting to know the staff, 
meeting many of you, and looking forward to our first service with you 
September 10th. We are also looking forward to working together as contract co-
ministers for the first time. And since this is your first time with a ministerial 
couple, we will all be experiencing some new territory as we move ahead. I am 
confident we can do so with creativity and enthusiasm. 

It feels good to be here with you, and I look forward to a productive and joyful 
year ahead. 

Daniel 

2

BUC	Settled	Minister	Search	Committee	Communiqué		
The committee tasked with searching for BUC’s permanent minister this year is chaired by Lisa Demian and includes 
members Marcia Mahood, Diane Slon, Ben Ensroth, Andrew Schreck, Amy Smalley, and Eric Sargent. 

Important upcoming activities: a survey of the congregation will be eMailed on September 10. The goal of the survey is 
to determine the qualities our congregation seeks in a minister and the directions in which we’d like to see our 
community go. Second, members of the Committee will begin meeting with Focus Groups in September. We are aiming 
for a large sample of a variety of age and interest groups, new and long-time members, and members and friends who 
attend only occasionally. 

There will be opportunities for everyone to have a voice in this process. For members and friends who find they are not 
included in the focus groups and want to speak personally with the Search Committee about their wishes for the 
church, there will be sessions on Sunday, Sept. 17 & 24. Sessions will be at 9:45 and 11:45 in the new office 
conference room. 

—The BUC Settled Minister Search Committee 
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+	

1

MAMA’s	Coffeehouse:	
Tom	Chapin	
Saturday, September 16, 2017, 8:00 p.m. 

In a career that spans five decades, 25 albums and three 
Grammy awards (plus an Emmy and a Peabody), the 
multi-talented singer-songwriter-guitarist Tom Chapin 
has covered an incredible amount of creative ground 

As a music-maker, Chapin has maintained two long and 
productive parallel careers, both as a respected 
contemporary folk artist and as a pioneer in the field of 
children's music. His witty, life-affirming original songs 
convey positive messages about family, good food and the 
green earth.  His new CD, “THREADS,” reflects 
Chapin’s strong family ties 

2

 “I have been singing songs of hope, possibility, love and family these days, which feel immensely important at this 
particularly dark and divided moment in our history,” Chapin says. 

Ticket price for this show only will be $20, $18 student/senior. Judy Banker w/ Ed Dupas will open the show. 

Music	at	BUC	
Happy autumn, dear congregation! BUC Music and Choir this August at the Baldwin Center in Pontiac was another 
rich experience. Steve and Abha, along with dedicated volunteers including Kristian Laveque, Kelly Taylor, Kathy 
Ransome, Marcia Mahood, Harper West and Tom Raffel worked with kids ages 6-14 to learn a bit about singing, 
music theory, reading music, some choreography and preparing for a performance. The week culminated in a 
performance of two songs: "Fight Song" and "Dancin' in the Streets". The kids came a long way in one week, and we 
learned lots from them! Here is a link to a video of the final show: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6pjecay3iiltnsb/AAC-I6kIJWS92Yub9g7P7OXua?dl=0  

Come and join CHOIR! This is the ideal time to get involved with this fun group of people. We sing, we laugh; we eat 
and then we do it again the following week. The BUC Chalice Choir takes a summer hiatus, and we are ready to get 
going this September. Even if you don't read music and have not sung in years (or EVER), you have a place with us. 
Come to rehearsals starting Wednesday September 6th from 7:30-9pm and each Wednesday after that.  
Email BUC’s Choir Director, Abha at: abha.dearing@bucmi.org  

Coming up, mark your calendars for November 17, the next SoundBites Concert in our series. As always, the show will 
be full of wonderful eclectic music followed by delicious treats and a sparkling wine afterglow.  

We look forward to collaborating with our contract Co-Ministers Patricia and Daniel on new worship themes and 
creative ways to worship. Please contact us if you have any questions, want to learn more or comment on music aspects, 
or you’re ready to get involved. At BUC, music is an integral part of all of the things we do, and we strive to make sure 
you enjoy, learn and find fulfillment through music. 
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Green	Sanctuary		
Top Four Things I Learned on My Summer Vacation 

1. I learned about Project Drawdown.  Project Drawdown has assembled the “100 
most substantive solutions to global warming.”  I am working my way through the 
book ($11 on amazon), which, for each solution, describes its history, the carbon 
impact it provides, the relative cost and savings, the path to adoption, and how it 
works. The goal of the research is to determine if we can reverse the buildup of 
atmospheric carbon within thirty years. The author will be giving a webinar on the 
project on October 4.  We’ll host a screening of it at BUC, or if you cannot attend, 
I’ll send you the link if you email me at jane.oneil.gsm@gmail.com. Watch the October newsletter for specifics. 

2. Hidden Lake Gardens in Adrian is a wonderful place to get back to nature.  I took a 90 minute hike with a very 
knowledgeable guide, learned about controlled burns to reduce invasive species, how to tell a red oak from a 
white oak (ask me and I’ll tell you, but I warn you it’s a little racist), and what a kettle lake is.  Hoping to go 
again on Sept 9 to see some autumn colors. 

3. Speaking of native species, I took a tour of our own Capek Woods and learned of the wonderful work of 
Stephanie Patil, Harper West, Pat Hammer and others in restoring the woods to its natural condition.  Since 
then I have visited the Woods often, just taking a stroll through almost every time I am at BUC. I wonder what 
other ways we could find to expand our enjoyment of this treasure in our midst. 

4. Al Gore is a bona fide hero and his new film An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power is proof.  I’ll save you the 100 
minutes of watching it and tell you how it ends:  he wants all of us to Speak Truth to the Powers that be in the 
world—our leaders in Washington.  They need to hear from us loudly and often that we and the rest of the 
world insist that they take action now!  But I don’t want to discourage you from seeing the film.  It’s true there 
is no sex, drugs or rock ‘n roll in it, but it does have some frightening and some thrilling moments.  It’s available 
on iTunes for $12. 

Green Sanctuary Chairperson, Jane O’Neil 

Ready	to	Rumble	with	Rummage?		
Fall Rummage 2017 will begin on Sunday, October 1. Sale dates are Thursday, October 5, 6, 7, with teardown on 
Saturday afternoon. Rummage is a 60-plus-year-old tradition at BUC but our changing volunteer pool and our newly 
renovated space have necessitated a few changes. We invite all BUCers to join us for “Rummage Academy” on Sept. 17 
in the BUC pavilion immediately following the service. Plan to grab a cup of coffee and join us!  

One change that we need to mention early is that we will not be sending out a truck for large items this year. The 
benefit to BUC did not outweigh the expense of renting the truck and acquiring a tent permit from the City of 
Bloomfield Hills. 

Finally, if you are looking for a great volunteer gig that only requires a few hours a year, consider chairing Rummage 
Consolidation! On Friday evening of each sale week, volunteers work to move sale items from the classrooms to set them 
up in Hodas Family Hall and Pavilion. Lots of training will be provided as well as excruciatingly detailed directions that 
you will be able to modify to fit your own vision and understanding! This is a good job for an individual but would be 
even more fun for two or three people who enjoy working together. Please contact Rummage liaison (and outgoing 
Consolidation chair) Kimery Campbell if you are interested. 
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1

It’s September and that means our congregational life at BUC comes back to full swing. The Social Justice team is gearing 
up for the 2017-2018 church year with our theme “Principles into Action”.   

Three of our UU principles call on us to work toward justice in our local communities and the wider world: 

• Justice, equity and compassion in human relations 

• The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large 

• The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all 

What are you doing in our local community and the wider world to promote and affirm the seven UU principles into 
action? Recently several BUC’ers have shared with me that they are involved with Voters Not Politicians, a grassroots 
non-partisan ballot initiative to establish an Independent Citizen Redistricting Commission in the state of Michigan to 
address gerrymandering.   

So how can a BUC member bring this ballot initiative to BUC? All you need to do is submit a request to Rev. Patricia 
Shelden expressing the nature and intent of the petition.  The minister will review the petition request with the Service & 
Justice chair and staff to discuss.  We’ll get back to you within three weeks on the decision and let you know what steps 
are needed in order to share with the congregation. It’s simple as that.  

Wait a minute…can a gerrymandering petition be viewed as partisan; therefore, BUC shouldn’t be involved? For some, 
the answer may be that BUC should not be involved with a gerrymandering petition. At the same time, gerrymandering is 
a partisan process and that is exactly what is wrong with it. The tension for me is, how can we overcome not being 
involved with partisan politics while also upholding our UU principles? I see BUC’ers having many gifts and one of those 
gifts is the power to answer the call of love. How can we advocate for our representatives to be held responsible to follow 
democratic (with a small “d”, not the Democratic party) principles in our republic form of government? This gift to love is 
able to bring changes so that the interests of the people are heard, not political parties. Our congregation is not of one 
political party or another.  BUC is a faith community as a UUA member congregation to promote and affirm our call to 
insure that “we the people and all people” have a voice in our government decision making process. For me, as 
transgender rights are getting dismantled and white supremacy behavior can be pardoned, our call to have the people’s 
voice heard is ever more important.  

Blessed be, Ben Gabel 

Fish	Prints,	Butterfly	Snacks,	&	Rabbits,	Oh	My!	
Thank you to all of the class leaders and volunteers who helped make our 4th annual summer camp program at Baldwin 
Center in Pontiac a success!  Campers enjoyed a three-week performing arts class, followed by a full week of choir, 
science, crafts, and cooking classes and the always popular interaction with live animals. The camp was also made possible 
by 47 BUC donors who sponsored the 60 campers. Combined with a donation from the BUC Social Justice budget, we 
contributed $7,356 to support the camp. Hats off to all! 

“I had the privilege of teaching a 3-week theater camp at the Baldwin Center. Students explored a variety of experiences 
and exercises in theater, which included daily improvisation, mime, acting out stories, writing and performing fractured 
fairy tales and real life scenarios. They also experienced music/dance movement, exercises that included cooperation, 
flexibility, and creativity, and selecting and reading famous quotes or poems. They were a rambunctious group and eager 
to try new things. Kudos to John Crissman and Reed McAlpin for their help.” -- Pamela McAlpin, Special Programming 

Service	and	Justice	–	September	2017	
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2

Join	Our	Volunteer	Team	at	Walt	Whitman	School	
After a two-month summer break, K-6 grade students return to classrooms at Whitman Elementary in Pontiac. We have a 
variety of volunteer opportunities to fit different interests and schedules, including tutoring, mobile library, after-school 
Bananagrams, and special projects. If a weekly commitment is too much, we can join people in pairs or small teams to 
“job share.”  Join our team and help make an impact on the academic success and self-esteem of a young student. Contact 
maryjoebert@gmail.com. 

September	Plate	Collection	Recipient:	Walt	Whitman	School		
The September plate collection recipient is Communities United for Children (CUFC) for classroom supplies for 
Whitman Elementary School. CUFC is a non-profit created by BUC in 2003 through which we support the school. 

Any BUCer may nominate a local service organization to be the monthly plate collection recipient.  Submit an 
application online at www.bucmi.org.  Click the “Social Justice” tab, then “Plate Collection Application.” Contact Sharon 
Kirchner at skirch47.hotmail.com if you prefer to submit a paper application. 
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Religious	
Education	
2017-2018	

1

On Sunday, September 10th BUC will resume traditional Sunday services, beginning 
with our Water Communion celebration. The 6th  -- 12th grade youth will attend the 
entire service while the K – 5th  grade children will start out in the service before going 
to a multi-age class led by DRE Eleanor McGuire. Every Sunday in the Lower Level of 
the church, there is a staffed Nursery available for the littlest ones (newborn -- 3 years 
old) as well as a Preschool class offered for the 3 -- 5 year olds.  

Children’s	RE	
September’s Sacred Places rotation explores how particular places bring meaning into 

2

the lives of their followers. Sacred places anchor believers to memories, traditions and feelings that are often difficult to 
describe with mere words. This rotation asks: “What is a holy place? What needs does it fulfill for its believers? And how 
do we honor our own and others’ sacred places?”  

There are many holy places in the world – for simplicity, this rotation examines only a few significant locations: 
Jerusalem – What are some of the significant stories & holy places of Jerusalem? Which three religions consider it a 
sacred place? Where is it located? Who is caring for it? Mecca – What is the meaning of a pilgrimage to Mecca? Why is it 
sacred? Where is it located and who is caring for it? How is it different from Medina? Ancient sites – What was the 
purpose of this structure or site? How has the significance of this place changed over time and who is caring for it now? 
Nature / Peacefulness / Connectedness – Why do so many people find spiritual comfort in nature? In fact, all living 
being are affected by the forces of nature – Why?  

Please contact me with questions anytime at eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org -Eleanor McGuire, Children’s DRE  

Youth	Religious	Education	
We are looking forward to a year of fun, service, and learning in our Youth RE program. Youth classes will begin on 
Sept. 17 at 10:30 a.m. The 6th &7th grade parents will meet with Kimery on Sunday, Sept. 17 at 9:45 a.m. in Blue Door. 
The high school parents will meet the following week on Sept. 24 at 9:45 in Red Door.  

This year, the 6th &7th grade Neighboring Faiths class will again ask teachers to commit to teach a specific faith unit as 
we did with some success in 2016-17. The disadvantage is that the teachers have less time to get to know the youth, but 
the advantage is that our adult volunteers don’t miss as many worship services.  

In 2017-18, we will take a yearlong look at Eastern and traditional religions and faith practices. This will include 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, in addition to looks at Native America and African spiritual beliefs, and more. The 6th 
&7th grade class meets in blue door classroom. 

OWL (Our Whole Lives), the first half of our Coming of Age year, is an intensive curriculum for our 8th grade youth 
that presents and discusses sexuality, relationship, image, and interaction issues. The class meets each week from 9:30 
a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in the BUC Commons. A parent meeting is scheduled for Sunday, September 10th.  

Unlike many UU churches, BUC offers high school youth both a Sunday morning high school class and a youth group, 
the Great Unitarian Universalist Senior High (GUUSH). Dr. Paola Seidel will lead this fall’s Sunday morning class, with 
a focus on the social justice issues stemming from modern society’s perceptions of physical and mental abilities.  

If you are not receiving regular email updates about youth events, please send your contact information to Youth DRE 
Kimery Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org. 
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Friday	Film	Buffs,	September	29:		The	Brand	New	
Testament	
Friday, September 29 at 7:00 p.m. in the Commons 

The Brand New Testament Friday, September 29 at 7:00 PM in the Commons "From Jaco 
Dormael comes the year's most edgy comic premise; what might result if The Creator lived 
in a Brussels high-rise with his wife and daughter, and was careless with the security of his 
social media accounts? One scenario might well be that the exact, predetermined date of 
death of every human being is leaked via text message. Humanity's response is explored in 
this audacious and witty fable, which uses its seemingly blasphemous conceit to cleverly 
contemplate a huge theme: free will versus predetermination - not to mention age-old 
puzzle of what we would do differently if our exact time-clock were in the palm of our 
hands. In French with English subtitles. (Belgium, 2015, NR, 115 minutes)" -DFT Film 
Guide Winter 2017  

Snacks provided. For more information contact Larry at 248-569-0965 or LJWisniew@yahoo.com. 

BUC opera fans will be attending ten magnificent Saturday afternoon performances of great operas transmitted 
simultaneously during the 2017–2018 season live from the stage of the Metropolitan Opera in New York to over 2000 
theaters in 70 countries. 

The season begins in October with two of the most popular operas: 

Sat., Oct. 7, Bellini’s Norma 

Sat. Oct. 14, Mozart’s The Magic Flute 

These HD performances have become one of the best values available in musical theater. Enjoy the unique combination 
of hearing and watching many of the world’s finest opera stars, a first class symphonic orchestra, dynamic adult choruses, 
beautiful ballet and folk dancing, along with superlative dramatic staging and acting of tragedies, romances and 
comedies, all at a fraction of the cost of a ticket to the Met itself. 

The satellite transmissions are delivered by satellite to movie theaters in Dolby Digital 5.1 surround sound, the next best 
audio experience to being at the opera. The live HD video broadcasts are produced with at least 10 cameras, resulting in 
any many different kinds of views not available in the opera house, including special camera zooms and close-ups. The 
experience is enhanced during intermissions with videos and live backstage interviews given by cast members, 
conductors, directors, and key behind the scenes personnel.  

The BUC group meets at the AMC Forum 30 complex in Sterling Heights at Mound Rd, and M59.  Admission has 
been $24 ($22. for seniors).  After the opera, several member of the group often meet at a nearby restaurant for 
discussion and fellowship. 

For more information contact Larry Freedman at: lawrenceman@sbcglobal.net or by phone at: 248-370-8227 

BUC	Opera	Buffs:	Met	Opera	LIVE!	
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