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Birmingham Unitarian Church 

“The Mission of the Birmingham Unitarian Church is to create a free and welcoming 

religious community that encourages lives of integrity, service, learning and joy.”                                                                       

                                                                                June 2012

Worship Services @ BUC 

9:30 and 11:15* 

Summer Sundays ONE Service 10:30 

With Childcare & Children’s Ed~ something for all ages 

June 3*: ROPE Sunday 2012 
The sixteen middle school youth who comprise this 

year’s Rite of Passage Experience class will present 

their statements of faith in our annual Coming of Age 

service.  BUC is a recent addition to their religious 

lives of a few, but for most of these youth, our 

community has been a lifelong presence and 

instrumental in helping them to shape their thinking 

about spirituality, worship, the sacred and the 

essential.  

June 10*: “I’ll Cross That Bridge When 

I Come to It”” 
In this final double service of the church year, Kathy 

and Worship Associate Judy Amir reflect on the 

transitions we navigate from one season to the next 

throughout our lives.  The service includes our annual 

bridging ceremony for graduating seniors, and the 

celebration of flower communion. 

Flower Communion 

This year the Czech Unitarians 

will celebrate the 90th 

Anniversary of the founding of 

the Prague Unitarian 

Congregation, which was  the 

official beginning of the 

organization known today as the 

Religious Society of Czech 

Unitarians. (Pictured: Joanne Copeland) 

 To highlight the 90th Anniversary, we invite other 

Unitarian Universalists from around the world to join 

the Czech Unitarians in the International Flower 

Communion by sending a "virtual flower" – it can be 

a group photo or a photo from a special event, but the 

picture should contain a flower, symbolizing the 

group or individuals. 

The pictures will be presented during the Flower 

Communion service together with the flowers 

brought by participants.  Please send the pictures 

to samojsky@seznam.cz 

Summer Sundays Begin at 10:30  

June 17: “Humanism With Heart" 
A non religious worldview with awe and wonder. 

Religion doesn’t have a corner on the market of truth, 

goodness and beauty. Many people find religious 

language and stories too small.  Guest preacher Rev. 

Ian Lawton and Worship Associate Diane Lake will 

explore how humanist communities are finding new 

energy in natural imagery. 

Ian originates from Australia, where he worked on 

Sydney’s inner city streets and saw the reality of 

human suffering first hand. In 2004, Bishop John 

Shelby Spong convinced Ian to move to the United 

States to lead a progressive community in West 

Michigan. Today Ian calls Grand Haven, Michigan 

home where he lives with his wife Meg and three 

children Hugo, Darcy and Raina. 

10:30 ~ June 24: “Naked Spirituality” 
In the first of a summer series inspired by Brian 

McLaren’s book of the same name, Kathy and 

Worship Associate Camille Harris look at specific 

spiritual practices that require no particular beliefs in 

order to be effective.  Each service will include a time 

for experience of the practice being considered. 

mailto:samojsky@seznam.cz


 

Page 2                                                            The inherent worth and dignity of every person 

 

Connections – Joys & 

Sorrows 

Teresa Lesparance ‘s  father, Leo Lesperance 

passed away May 7 at the age of 87. He was a 

World War II Veteran and long-time sales 

engineer  for the Ford Motor Company.   

Judy Vocino’s mother, Ethel Schwartz passed 

away on May 8 at the age of 94. She was a long-

time activist for worker’s rights and fought for 

civil justice. Fred and Judy, longtime BUC 

members moved to Grand Rapids several years 

ago, but Ethel continued to receive the BUC 

newsletter until she passed away. 

Tom Evans and Penny Hackett-Evans are happy 

to announce the birth of their second grandson, 

Elias Evans Deeb. 

BUC welcomes back former BUC RE Director 

and member, Pat Kridler. Pat has moved back to 

Michigan and has been attending services. 

Peggy Woehrlen’s daughter Lia Stern graduated 

from Wake Forest University in May. 

Congratulatons! 

Lisa Crawford’s father passed away on 

May 18 at the age of 87. He was a retired 

minister, much beloved by his family and 

community. Lisa and her two sisters were 

able to be with him as he passed. 

Long-time BUC member Joyce von 

Drehle passed away on May 19 at the age 

of 80 after receiving a terminal cancer 

diagnosis earlier in the month. A 

Memorial Service was held at BUC on 

May 24. Joyce was one of the early 

members of BUC, a willing Coffee Host and 

Rummage Volunteer and an adventurer in body 

and spirit.  

Austen Campbell-Fox, son of Kimery Campbell 

and Bill Fox, graduated from the University of 

Michigan in May and will begin his employment 

with Bosch the first week in June. 

Congratulations! 

BUC’s pianist, Angelina Pashmakova, is pleased 

to report that the fundraiser for Mithra held at 

BUC, raised $2,500. It will go to the Bulgarian 

orphanages and some to children of similar 

needs in the Detroit area. Angelina expresses her 

thanks for all those who attended this event. 

The Green Sanctuary Committee would like to 

thank the congregation for it’s Earth Day 

offering which enabled them to donate $500 to 

the Greening of Detroit.  

Soo Choe was run over by a car and broke five 

ribs on May 2. She is grateful to be alive and to 

still be able to play the piano. 

Gene Simms is home recovering nicely from the 

knee surgery he had on May 22. 

On May 20,  BUC member Dick Nelson 

celebrated his 40th anniversary of ordination 

with the first congregation he served. The 

congregation was celebrating their 100th 

anniversary!  

Summer Multi-Generational 

Drop-In Book Club: Lizzy 

Bright and the Buckminster 

Boy, Thursday, June 28 

“It only takes a few hours for Turner 

Buckminster to start hating 

Phippsburg, Maine. No one in town 

will let him forget that he's a 

minister's son, even if he doesn't act 

like one. But then he meets Lizzie 

Bright Griffin, a smart and sassy girl 

from a poor nearby island community 

founded by former slaves. Despite his 

father's — and the town's — 

disapproval of their friendship, 

Turner spends time with Lizzie, and it 

opens up a whole new world to him, filled with 

the mystery and wonder of Maine's rocky coast. 

This sensitively written historical novel, based 

on the true story of a community's destruction, 

highlights a unique friendship during a time of 

change.” 

This is a remarkable book. I would recommend 

it for ages ten through 100. Please join us for 

BUC’s first multi-generational Summer Drop-In 

Book Club at 6:30 in the room with the Red 

Door, across the courtyard from the main 

entrance.  
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Sunday Morning Discussions 

On May 6th, we will conclude our discussion of 

the book, "Living Buddha, Living Christ" by 

Thich Nhat Hanh.  Our next discussion will 

revolve around the book by Nick Hornby, How 

to Be Good beginning on May 13.  Our group 

meets in the Large Conference Room from 9:30 

to 11:00 -- everyone is welcome.! 

Sacred & Profane Discussions 

The S&P discussion group will meet on 

Wednesday, June 13 at 10:30 AM in the Large 

Conference Room.  The topic for discussion is 

"What makes you laugh?” Lighten your day by 

sharing your best jokes and/or real life 

happenings that make you laugh.  

Field Trip to Green Garage! 

BUC’s Green Sanctuary wants to share a field 

trip opportunity to visit The Green Garage and 

see Detroit ’s Sustainable Future.  Open House & 

Community Lunch (BYO) on Friday, June 1 at  

12 noon – Bag Lunch with a tour at 1 p.m. The 

Green Garage is actually three things: a building 

located in the Midtown area of Detroit , a 

business enterprise that offers office and 

workshop space to entrepreneurs who are 

developing sustainable business ideas, and a 

community of people dedicated to Detroit 's 

sustainable future. Directions and carpooling 

available.  Call Steve Olson 248 514-

8746  Location: The Green Garage, 4444 

Second Ave , Detroit.  

Brought to you by the Green Ministry of the 

Congregational Church of Birmingham, UCC 

located at 1000 Cranbrook Road, Bloomfield 

Hills, Michigan 

Good Grieving, Not Good Grief 

This group is a safe place to share feelings of 

grieving, or of grief. Please join us whether on 

a regular basis or as needed. We meet the second 

Tuesday of the month, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in 

the Small Conference Room. This month it will 

be on June 12th. If you have questions, please 

contact Grace Rising at 248-545-2178 or 

gbrising@comcast.net  

Sunday Morning Hospitality 

@ BUC~ Password: welcome 

Signing up just got easier! Every Sunday 

morning we benefit from the people who 

volunteer to be greeters at the door, from folks 

who offer to usher, handing out orders of service 

and collecting our offerings, and the folks who 

make coffee offering us gracious hospitality in 

the Social Hall following our services.  

We’ve just made it even easier to sign up. We 

need all of you who love BUC to take a look at 

our available slots on Sign Up Genius and see 

where you could volunteer some time to make 

BUC even more welcoming and inviting. You can 

still sign up in the Social Hall on Sunday 

morning. Pick up one of our cards on the table 

so you don’t forget. This is a password protected 

site. Our password is: welcome 

If you put in your email address, it will notify 

you with an email two days before your time. 

Give it a try. Sign up today! Click Here 

Thank You! 

Greening of Detroit Volunteers: Thank you, 

Thank you, Thank you! 

A big “Thank You” to the 67 BUC and friends 

volunteers who planted 

trees at two sites in 

Detroit in May. Along 

with other volunteers we 

planted 360 trees in a 

neighborhood, and a 

park. Locals joined us 

along with other 

organizations. The BUC 

team is especially 

thankful to have had 

youth and adult 

volunteers from UU's of 

Farmington, Emerson, 

Ann Arbor, and Grosse 

Pointe. We hope to 

continue and expand this as a tradition in the 

future. Pictured are John and Johnny Crissman, 

prospective new BUC members. Great job, and 

lots of fun working with all of you :). You made a 

difference! 

tel:248%20514-8746
tel:248%20514-8746
mailto:gbrising@comcast.net
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B48A8AD2AA13-sunday
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Reflections 
                                                                                                                                 Rev. Dr. Kathy Hurt 

By the time you receive this newsletter, we will be in the month of June, 

days away from the official beginning of the summer season, days away 

from the conclusion of the church year when the summer schedule of 

church programming begins.  Before your summer calendar gets locked in, 

I want to propose that you join me in a spiritual practice specifically suited 

for summertime:  the practice of saying no. 

For years after I initially discovered Unitarian Universalism, I thought of us 

as a people who were skilled in saying no, given that so many of us said no 

to traditional childhood religions.  We tend to define ourselves in negatives, 

such as “not that kind of church”; we are wary and likely to reject many 

rules, controls, structures that feel restrictive.  Even our casual 

conversations seem to have more negatives than positives, as we disagree 

(sometimes amicably, sometimes not so amicably) about theologies, ways of doing church, how values 

translate into behaviors. 

But I was wrong in that perception.  Over time, I found that being religiously liberal meant that we tended 

to say yes far more often than we said no.  We tried to empower congregants to bring ideas into action, we 

accepted every person who indicated even a slight interest in joining our congregations, we gave at least 

some funds to everyone’s budget proposal, we let anyone become a member of a committee who wanted 

to whether they were suited for the committee job or not, we struggled, often without success, to establish 

congregational priorities and direction because we truly dislike saying no to anyone’s preferences.  By the 

same token, in our personal lives, being good liberal people, we have wanted to try everything, go 

everywhere, give our children every opportunity, volunteer for every task that needs doing. 

So this summer, I propose that we try out saying no at least twice as often as we say yes.  You want me to 

attend summer services regularly?  No.  Come to committee meetings in the summer?  No.  Volunteer to 

fill someone’s slot when they are vacationing?  No.  Attend a planning retreat for the coming church year?  

No.  Chaperone a youth gathering, host a backyard barbecue, clean up the grounds, paint a meeting room?  

No, no, and no. 

It is tempting to say yes to these and similar requests because it feels good to be wanted, to be sought out.  

But the problem with our easy agreeableness is that we overextend, have to rush about all the time, and 

miss opportunities to savor an experience because the next demand on us is right around the corner.  

Saying no has a clarifying effect, making space to see more, hear more, opens up space for a few carefully 

chosen yeses to take root and blossom.  To say no is to respect my limits enough to honor them by not 

pushing against them all the time in an effort to pretend they do not exist. 

So try it out this summer, just for this short time.  No may feel awkward coming out of your mouth at first, 

but it does get easier.  And see what happens when every moment of every day is not filled with one thing, 

and then another thing.  Those spaces in between, where our no takes over, can be experiences of a 

summertime when the living becomes truly easy. 

Faithfully, 

Kathy 
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Lifespan Religious Education 
Pam McAlpin, Director of Performing Arts & Adult Education pam.mcalpin@bucmi.org  

Kimery Campbell, DRE for Youth kimery.campbell@bucmi.org  
Eleanor McGuire, DRE for Children eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org  

Adult Religious Education                                                                                                       

Thanks go to everyone who participated in the Mother’s Day Service.  “Father Knows Best”, “All 

in the Family”, “Modern Family”, Narrator, Sound Man, and the “memory” piano pieces. I’m 

grateful for the rehearsals and extra time you put in to your parts.  It was a great way to look at 

families through the generations and still gives me food for thought.  

Are You Involved? 

I often hear people say, “I didn’t know that was offered at BUC”.  There are so many adult 

activities here at BUC , with many different ways to be involved, and  many volunteers to be 

thanked. 

A few weeks ago the Children and Youth RE department gave thanks to their volunteers. Next 

year I will be sure to include adults who have made both adult RE and other adult offerings such 

a wonderful part of BUC. Thanks to everyone who came and helped out with the monthly Friday 

Faith, Food, Fun, and Fulfillment.   

Thanks also to the leaders and the attendees of the following classes and 

activities:  

 Penny Hackett Evans classes:  “Living by Heart” and “Writing as a Spiritual Practice” 

 Maurice Lefford: “Sacred and Profane Discussion Group” 

 Lisa Crawford: “Facebook Classes” and “Drop In Book Club” 

 Diane Lake: “Sunday Morning Discussion Group” and “Getting to know UU” 

Pamela McAlpin 

Performing Art’s Director 

Lifespan Team Member 

 

Say “Thanks,” “Good Luck” and Help 

BUC RE ~ Shop with Scrip! 
Whether for “Teacher Appreciation”, graduation parties or “just because”, 

gift card are easy to give and well received. Order your gift cards (Scrip) 

through BUC and help send our incoming 8th graders to Boston next 

April.  

Stop by the gift card (Scrip) table in the social call to learn more about our 

program 

mailto:pam.mcalpin@bucmi.org
mailto:kimery.campbell@bucmi.org
mailto:eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org
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Children’s Rotation Curriculum 

Beginning June 17th, Children’s RE will go to its summer schedule, offering multi-age programming 

during BUC’s 10:30 am worship service.  There will be a Nursery for the littlest ones, a Preschool 

class and a Kindergarten through Fifth grade class meeting each Sunday through Labor Day.  Our 

summer theme is always Great Books & Great Fun, involving creative craft activities, games and 

sharing wonderful stories.  BUC’s youth (6th grade-–High School) are welcome to join us or go into 

the Sanctuary for worship.  Occasional Youth Group programming will occur during the summer – 

stay tuned to your email for notices of events with UFO, ROPE &/or GUUSH.  Look for more info in 

June newsletter. 

Youth Religious Education 

The 6th and 7th graders will attend both ROPE and Bridging Sunday services.  They have begun 

planning UFO events for the 2012-13 church year, hoping to include a mix of service and fun events.  

Summer events are a possibility, too.  Please feel free to plan an event!  And make sure that Kimery 

has your families email address(es) so that you won’t miss out on the fun. 

ROPE (Rite of Passage Experience): The class of 2012 will have their moment on June 3 at ROPE 

Sunday.  They will celebrate their transition into high school at the GUUSH-ROPE picnic on June 10 

and will join in the Cedar Point fun on June 20.  In anticipation of Boston 2013, the rising 8th grade 

families have taken over Scrip sales, which will continue year-round.  Scrip is perfect for 

graduations, Father’s Day, and vacation spending.  Please stop by and join us today. 

The high school youth will say hello and goodbye to their peers at ROPE and Bridging Sunday and at 

the annual GUUSH-ROPE picnic on June10.  Drivers and youth are needed for the annual Cedar 

Point trip on June 20.  Plus, we hope to use the plans for the January cluster event as a template for 

a summertime fun con!  And while school is out, the planning for the coming church year is just 

getting started.  The new GUUSH leadership will meet with advisors over the summer to make 2012-

12 better than ever.   

Questions about Youth RE can be addressed to Kimery Campbell at kimery.campbell@bucmi.org 

June Youth Ceremonies  

June could very well be described as “transition month” at BUC.  On June 3, ROPE Sunday, our 8th 

grade youth will present their personal credo statements, marking the completion of the Coming of 

Age year—arguably, the single most important year in our Religious Education program.  These 

young perspectives on faith and our congregation are the strongest indicators of the health of our 

program and of the future of our church.  Then, on June 10, Bridging Sunday, we will celebrate 

passages: our fifth graders into the youth program and our graduating seniors into young adulthood.  

The seniors who are able will make brief statements concerning their past and future and will, we 

hope, be meaningful for the entire congregation.  Please join us!  

ROPE Sunday: June 3rd, 9:30 and 11:15am  

Bridging Ceremony: June 10th, 9:30 and 11:15am 

 

mailto:kimery.campbell@bucmi.org
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How Would “UU” Distribute the Plate 

Collection? 
Each month, our congregation contributes part of the plate collection to benefit organizations and causes 

in the wider community.  This is made possible through the work of the Plate Collection committee, led by 

Annis Pratt.  The committee solicits applications from the congregation for collection recipients and 

selects a beneficiary for each month.   

Annis is ready to pass the baton to a member of the congregation who is willing to take on the leadership 

of this committee.  Following are the key responsibilities: 

 Solicit collection recipient applications from the congregation via BUC communications 

 Facilitate a quarterly meeting of committee members to review applications and select recipients  

 Work with the BUC sponsor of the recipient to compose a summary about the organization for  

offertory announcements and newsletter articles 

 Work with our bookkeeper to issue a check to the recipient 

Want to make a difference in the broader community?  You can do so by volunteering to serve as the 

leader of this committee for a one-year term.  If interested, contact one of the following: 

Annis Pratt:  avpratt@aol.com, 248/644-0737 

Service & Justice Co-Chairs: 

 Ilene Beninson:  ilene.beninson@gmail.com, 248/376-7031 

 Mary Jo Ebert:  mjebert08@comcast.net, 248/342-4700 

 

Plate Collection Notes: 

Fifty percent of the Plate Collection gathered every Sunday goes to a charity in the Detroit Metropolitan 

Region chosen by the Plate Collection Committee from applications submitted by individuals from the 

congregation (url for Grant Application).  In spite of these hard economic times our donations have been 

consistently generous. In January we donated $1902.40 to The Welcome Inn, a warming shelter where 

many BUCers volunteer; in March two new members of our congregation sponsored a Plate Collection for 

the 313 Project which brought in $ 1070.65; and in April the Ravendale Community, with which we have a 

long association, received $ (or, if sum isn't in, received a donation for their) for a GED prep class. 

We are currently collecting for The Michigan Unitarian-Universalist Social Justice Network, a statewide 

organization that brings congregations together to take action. This summer we will collect for The Child 

Abuse and Neglect Council of Oakland County and for Southwest Solutions, which helps change lives and 

build community in Detroit. In September we will once again raise funds to help put weekend food into 

the backpacks of children of the Community United for Children project in Pontiac, of which we are 

longtime sponsors. 

Do you want to step up to the plate and hit a home run for your favorite charity? We will review new 

applications for October through January at our Quarterly Meeting during the first week in July. If you 

have a charity you want to sponsor please fill out a Grant Application Form and leave it in the Plate 

Collection Committee mailbox in the printer room at BUC.   

Annis Pratt, Chair of the Plate Collection Committee   avpratt@aol.com 

mailto:avpratt@aol.com
mailto:ilene.beninson@gmail.com
mailto:mjebert08@comcast.net
mailto:avpratt@aol.com
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Music @ BUC 

What another great spring month we enjoyed in song and music at BUC.  

Thanks so much to the BUC KIds choir and Chalice choir for this last 

month of lovely singing. Kids, your joyous sprit in rehearsals prepared you 

well for singing at our services. We had a lot of fun, and everyone loved the 

results. Great job on filling our marble jar! It was great to FINALLY enjoy 

frozen treats with you. Watch your email for getting a jump start in late 

August for a fun gathering. 

Adult singers, you were equally fun to work with preparing for Choir 

Sunday! We enjoyed a lot of camaraderie, treats, and made a mighty noise 

as a result! We have both have received a number of comments on how 

meaningfully our readings and songs came together. Special kudos to our 

soloists, Mike and Eric. The choir was enhanced by flautists Jennie 

Spenner and Cathy Sherwin. Many thanks as well for your generous spirit 

of singing for Elaine's memorial. I think we could all feel her smiling down 

on us. 

We look forward to the upcoming UU choir festival in Ann Arbor, June 3, 4pm, at UUAA church. 

Anticipate a musical presence from our youth at ROPE and Bridging Sundays.  

Co-Directors of Music Steven and Abha Dearing. You may email us at: abha.dearing@bucmi.org  or  

steven.dearing@bucmi.org“ 

Committee on Ministry 

If you’ve been to church lately, you’ve noticed some large pieces of paper in the Social Hall exhorting you 

to offer your ideas on the definition of a covenant; to provide one-word answers to the question of what 

quality a BUC covenant should comprise; and to answer what it is about being in the BUC community that 

brings you joy. 

The BUC Board of Trustees has charged the Committee on Ministry with the task of leading us through a 

process of conversation, education, input, reflection and creation that will result in the adoption of a new 

congregational covenant at our annual meeting next December. 

So far, the COM has met to delineate a process that aims to ensure widespread participation and provide 

opportunities for every BUC congregant to make his or her voice heard. The posters in the Social Hall are 

part of the process' conversational stage, which will extend through the summer and into the new church 

year.  In the fall, the COM will reach out to members through service and small groups, eventually 

gathering and sifting through your input, and distilling it into a concise, meaningful proposed covenant 

for your consideration in December. 

We will update you on the process during the coming months. In the meantime, please don’t hesitate to 

offer your input or to ask questions of the individual COM members. 

Sincerely, 

Committee on Ministry (Judy Amir, Greg Bloomfield, Teresa Honnold, Marilyn Mast, Eric Pierce, Ed 

Sharples and Alexa Stanard)

mailto:abha.dearing@bucmi.org
mailto:steven.dearing@bucmi.org
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Special Note From the Board of Trustees 

In a special Saturday (May 12) strategy meeting, the Board of Trustees approved using a new line-of-credit 

loan. This credit line was originally proposed to maintain cash reserves, despite a small 2012 budget gap. 

But we went beyond that to support Rev. Hurt’s request for additional loan funds, to enable a shared 

vision.    

Choosing added debt was a challenge for the Board to accept. We UUs generally identify ourselves as 

personally thrifty, rejecting ostentatious materialism and levels of borrowing that could be available to us. 

We also see the crippling evidence of debt in our community, especially among those less fortunate, and 

want our church to be safe from these risks.  Ten years ago, BUC’s “Retire the Mortgage” capital campaign 

resulted in a strong response from the congregation. As result, our church is a financially enviable 

position, with no mortgage or other long term debt.  While this new loan interest is relatively minimal, it 

could be seen as a slippery slope into a permanent operating budget deficit. 

So why did the Board approve new debt? Because it kick starts an investment in our future, where our 

congregation and staff share a vision of programs needed to grow the church – in numbers and 

engagement.  A few examples, 

 A part-time Lifespan Religious Education assistant. How many meetings have we talked about 

wanting organized Adult RE?  Now we’re doing something to support that. 

 Budgeting more staff hours supporting maintenance, and availability during rental events. This 

protects our facility and enables greater rental income. 

 We see staff already working beyond paid hours, and our values include fair compensation.  

 

We also have a vision that the congregation will respond generously with more pledges when asked, as 

you benefit from these investments, so this debt can be repaid.  And you will be able to talk to your 

friends, neighbors, and colleagues about more reasons to join us.   Our alternative to change was only an 

illusion of stability: relatively balanced cash flow now, but no opportunities for growth over time.  

Years ago, our BUC congregation took relatively larger risks, in mortgages for the initial building, and 

then several expansions, at times when interest rates were more than 10%. Our congregation grew and 

retired these mortgages, and we benefit from their generosity. We need to invest in the future as well, so 

the Board took a leap of faith in this direction, and look forward to your response. 

Dave Graham , BUC Trustee 

Volunteer of the Month: Glenn Hoffrichter 

Why I volunteer: Teaching ROPE the last two years has been 

a pleasure. I keep coming back every Sunday because of our 

youth. They are in a fantastic stage of their lives where 

anything is possible. They are bright, bold and always seem to 

offer a unique perspective on the subjects we discuss. ROPE 

Sunday is something for all BUCer's to be proud of. 
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June Artists: The Palette & Brush Club  

The Palette & Brush Club beginnings go back to the depression era of 1934. A 

government agency offered art lessons in order to provide jobs for teachers. The 

first group met at Redford High School for evening classes. They gave two public 

shows in 1935. Bylaws and a constitution were adopted in 1936, followed by 

incorporation in 1949. 

This year the Palette & Brush Club is 77 years old with members from all over the 

Metropolitan Detroit Area. Two major exhibitions each year showcase members’ 

fine art at various locations providing visibility to interested audiences, buyers and 

opportunities for commission work. Fundraisers are held to underwrite sc 

scholarships to outstanding art students from area colleges to offer financial 

support and to encourage promising young artists. 

We welcome prospective members and guests at our meetings. Please call 

248.932.2597 for further information. 

Opening reception Friday, June 1 from 6-8 p.m. 

Billie Thompson, “Art Speak” mixed media  

Michigan UU Social Justice Network  

MUUSJN Affordable Care Act Forum Saturday morning, June 9 in the Commons, 9:00 – 12:00  

Health care advocates, Marjorie Mitchell of Michigan Universal Health Care Access Network 

(MichUHCAN) and John Freeman of Know Your Health Care Michigan, will fill us in on the Affordable 

Care Act, what it means for us in Michigan, with special attention to Oakland County, and, of course, the 

elephant in the room ... the anticipated Supreme Court decision. 

For more information please contact Pat Hammer 248.644.6568  patriciajhammer@gmail.com 

Considering Membership @ BUC? 

The membership Committee has put together a Path to Membership booklet to help answer any questions 

you might have concerning membership at BUC. They are located in the rack outside of the church offices, 

out on the glass table in the foyer on Sunday mornings, and there’s one attached to the electronic mailing 

of this newsletter.  

July 8, Field Trip to the Detroit 

Zen Center 

Space for 40, reservations requested to Rolland Vriesenga by July 1st 

rVriesenga@att.net or cell phone: 248.556.6162  On Sunday, July 8 

carpooling folks will leave BUC at 3:30. Want to meet there? 11464 Mitchell 

Street, Hamtramck 48212. The program is about an hour and a half and 

begins at 4:30. There is a café where you may purchase tea. Hope you’ll join in this great outing

mailto:patriciajhammer@gmail.com
mailto:rVriesenga@att.net
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Annis Pratt’s new novel, the 

sequel to The                                          

Marshlanders in her 

Marshlanders Trilogy, is 

available as an Ebook for 

$3.00.  You can order it 

through Amazon.com or 

Barnes & Noble.com.  

Cover Photo by Stephanie Patil 

 

 

June Paid Advertisements 

Deb's Personal Training will be offering 

one-hour exercise classes at 

Birmingham Unitarian Church 

beginning June 13 and will run for 8 

weeks at 7 pm excluding June 20 and 

July 4. Cost will be $80.00  

for 8 weeks. MasterCard  

and Visa accepted. 

Please contact me Debbie at 586 219 

4270 before June13 for information. 

 

tel:586%20219%204270
tel:586%20219%204270


 

All Submissions for the Newsletter must be received by midnight on the 20th of each month for 
the following months newsletter to the editor lisa.crawford@bucmi.org  

Advertisement: 
Professional Home Health 

Aide 

Over 20 years of experience ~ 

References available. Full-time, part-

time, or single visit service.  

Ken Kauffman 

1-248-914-1122 

 

Advertisement:  
I am Ego, international student, 

pursuing nursing associate 

degree at OCC.   Seek live-in 

position with good family.  Can 

drive, clean house, sit, and care 

for the physically 

handicapped.  Can email 

reputable 

references.   Email egonwokeoji

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paid Advertisements for June 2012: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:egonwokeoji2000@yahoo.com
mailto:egonwokeoji2000@yahoo.com
tel:248-747-3435
tel:248-747-3435

