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+    We Welcome the Rev. Mandy Beal! 
Ministerial Candidate June 10 -- 17 

1

The Settled Minister Search Committee is delighted to announce our 
candidate for ministry: the Rev. Mandy Beal.  

Rev. Mandy comes to us from the First Unitarian Church of Worcester, MA, 
where she is currently serving as Co-Acting Director of Faith Development and 
the Youth and Connections Ministry Assistant. In addition to her work with 
RE programs in Texas and Massachusetts, she served a two-year internship at 
First Parish in Lincoln, Massachusetts. Rev. Mandy came to ministry with a 
Masters of Social Work in non-profit management and Women’s and Gender 
Studies, and has experience in workforce and employment services serving 
disadvantaged communities, the disabled and the elderly.  

She is a graduate of Andover-Newton Theological School, where she received 
the only full-time scholarship that the school gives: the Multicultural Ally 
Scholarship, in recognition of her social justice work.  (continued on page 2) 

SERVICES  10:30 a.m. 
Most services are broadcast live 

on our BUC Facebook page  

Right of Passage Experience 
(ROPE) Sunday.  This 
annual event is the 
culmination of a year of 
intense learning about self 
and faith. Our 8th grade 
Coming of Age class will 
present their credos to the 
congregation. Join us in 
listening to our young 
people’s statements, and 
support their transition 
from middle to high school. 

03 

10 Please join us as Rev. 
Mandy enters our pulpit, 
and we share a worship 
service together with Ben 
Ensroth serving as our 
Worship Associate. We will 
also be celebrating our high 
school seniors “bridging”  
out of our Youth Religious 
Education program.  

24 Our guest in the pulpit is 
Secular Humanistic Rabbi 
Jeffrey L. Falick of the 
Birmingham Temple, 
assisted by Worship 
Associate Anthony Kubien.  

This will be the second 
Sunday in the pulpit for our 
ministerial candidate, the 
Rev. Mandy Beal, with Lisa 
Demain serving as Worship 
Associate. Immediately 
following the service we will 
hold a congregational vote 
to call the Rev. Mandy Beal 
to be our Settled Minister. 
Members must be present 
to vote -- there is no 
absentee provision. 

17 

June 10 & 17: Rev. Mandy Beal 

June 10: Bridging Sunday June 24: Rabbi Jeffrey L. Falick 
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She graduated with honors in 2016 and was ordained by the First Unitarian 
Universalist Society in Newton, where she had worked as the Youth Coordinator 
while she was in seminary.  She and her partner, Jesse, have a black lab named 
Tonks and a gray cat named Linus. Rev. Mandy will share more about herself 
during candidating week – June 10-17 – and Jesse will join us for the final weekend. 

Rev. Mandy is an engaging and inspiring preacher who looks at life’s events through 
a spiritual lens. She is enthusiastic about the opportunities for collaborative worship 
that our worship associates provide. Rev. Mandy is also a musician who plays guitar 

and djembe, and she is excited about our music program and eager to craft worship services with our music staff.  

Rev. Mandy describes social justice as a cornerstone of her ministry. She is committed to continuing and expanding on the 
interfaith alliances we have built and brings a vision to social justice work that will expand on the foundations we have laid. 

She has been active in Black Lives Matter and support for her local Islamic center. She has been 
active in Center for Inter-Religious and Communal Leadership Education (CIRCLE). She 
believes we are “called to make a world that has more love, more justice, and more grace” and 
thus believes strongly in community involvement. 

Passionate about RE, both for children and adults, Rev. Mandy is 
eager to provide adult RE programming. Interestingly, we heard 
during our work that having adult RE offerings has a positive 
effect on RE enrollment for children and youth. She is interested 
in offering classes on social justice, theology, church history, and 
other topics. 

Rev. Mandy provides deep listening in pastoral care situations, and her references describe her 
skill at meeting people where they are, no matter where that may be. In her time at First 
Parish – Lincoln, she was tasked with starting a pastoral care program and also provided 
pastoral care to congregants struggling with issues around a building/remodeling initiative.  

Our time with Rev. Mandy revealed her to be a person of 
warmth and intellect, with a good sense of humor. She 
radiates energy and vitality. Our conversations were deep and meaningful, with thought-
provoking questions on both sides. Her references describe her as someone to the ministry 
born, and she herself says she’s felt a life-long call to ministry. It is an honor and a privilege 
to name her as our candidate this morning, and we look forward to welcoming her here 
June 10TH through the 17th.  

We thank you again for the chance to do this good work on behalf of the congregation. 
This work has stretched us, challenged us, brought us deeply into community with one 
another and delivered us into a deeper faith in our UU principles. We are excited, we are 
eager, and we are joyous.   

For more details on Candidating Week, and to sign up for all-church events to meet Rev 
Mandy, sign up in the Hodas Family Hall following the services on June 3 and June 10, or 
sign up online at our website www.bucmi.org Home Page button. 

The Settled Minister Search Committee: Lisa Demian, Chairperson, Ben Ensroth, Marcia Mahood, Eric Sargent, Andrew 
Schreck, Diane Slon, and Amy Smalley 
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Connections 
“…Joy and 

sorrow are 

inseparable… together 
they come and when 
one sits alone with you… 
remember the other is 
asleep upon your bed.” 

-- Khalil Gibran 

Longtime BUC member, Christine Baker died on Friday, May 25. Christine is remembered with special fondness by 
the BUC staff, for always sending us a card, with a festive napkin to celebrate each holiday of the calendar year. Her 
daughter, Susan Marin and son, Steve Baker, will be celebrating her life with a memorial service here at BUC on 
Saturday, June 30 at 11:00 a.m. 

Birmingham Unitarian Church Helping Hands Ministry 
We are seeking an active team of volunteers dedicated to coming alongside those in our congregation who are in need 
of a little extra help. For whatever reason, they need a meal provided, a ride to a doctor’s office, some light housework 
done, etc. The possibilities are almost endless. If you are interested, please email HH Team coordinator Heidi 
Kapsokavathis at hikeannie@gmail.com. Thank you, in advance, for your commitment to the HH Team! 

Grief Support Group Tuesday, June 5 & 19 
This group meets the first and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:30 -- 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. All who are 
processing and experiencing grief at the loss of a loved one are welcome to come participate in this group. Any 
questions may be directed to facilitator, Alison Rule at (248) 320-1021. 

 Knitting Ministry Summer Hiatus, But… 
Knitting ministry is taking a summer break! We will meet again September 24. During our 
last meeting, we organized our yarn supply and made new project bags. They are collections 
of compatible colors and textures to use for a project. The bags are marked for suggested 
uses, like scarf, lap robe, baby blanket, but don't be restricted by the labels. Anybody is 
welcome to make something, and then return it to the bin. So grab a bag and get creative -- 
see you in September! J 

A Memorial service was held at BUC on May 19 for the brother of Ann 
Landen, Steve Landen, who died in May. Steve did not attend BUC regularly, 
but his family has been involved here since 1969. 

Longtime BUC member, Harriet Lytle passed away in the morning on 
Saturday, May 5. Her sister, BUC member Martha Pfaff will be celebrating 
Harriet’s life with a memorial service at BUC on Saturday, August 25. More 
details will follow in the July/August newsletter. 

 “One of BUC’s original members, Bob Schlorff, died on May 7. Bob and 
Shirley were longtime members, very active in the BUC choir. They were key to 
the success of this church and surely the choir. Bob’s sons requested that 
memorial contributions for Bob be made to BUC.” – Pat Schwing  

“MAMA’s Coffeehouse had their 25th Anniversary show on May 19th at BUC. 
It was a resounding success, with great fun and music! MAMA’s used the 
concert as a fund raiser for Gleaner’s Food Bank in Pontiac, and raised $3,100 
– wow! The musicians all donated their talents to make for a very special 
night.” – Kathy Ransome, MAMA’s Treasurer 
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Sunday Morning Discussion Group Summer 2018 
This group meets from 9:00 to 10:15 a.m. in the smaller Green Door Classroom. 

We meet all year long. Everyone is invited to come, so please join us and share your ideas, 
views, and opinions. 

Most weeks we vote on a topic to discuss from those suggested by all of the attendees. This 
summer we have decided to read, The Happiness Hypothesis: Finding Modern Truth in Ancient 
Wisdom by Jonathan Haidt. We will discuss this book on two Sundays this Summer. 
Chapters 1 - 5 on July 8th, and the second half chapters 6-10 on August 12. 

Even if you haven't read the book, we hope you will join us for a lively discussion! 

Caregivers Support Group Wednesday, June 13 & 27 
This is a support group for those caring for a loved one with dementia. Being the sole caregiver can be an isolating, 
overwhelming, and challenging experience. We offer support for those doing the supporting! This group meets twice a 
month at 2:00 in the Sanctuary. To learn more, call Alison Rule at (248) 320-1021 or Camille Harris at (248) 320-9651. 

Film Buffs Friday, June 29 The Lavender Hill Mob 
Join us at 7:00 p.m. in the Commons for our “year end” film. "A prim and prissy bank clerk (Alec Guinness) schemes to 
melt the bank's gold down and re-mold it into miniature Eiffel Tower paper-weights for later resale. The foolproof plan 
appears to succeed, but then develops a snag. An excellent comedy that still is a delight to watch. (UK, 1951, NR, 78 
minutes)" - VideoHound's Golden Movie Retriever 2012 (Audrey Hepburn makes her first movie appearance in a cameo 
role.) Snacks provided. For more information contact Larry at 248-569-0965 or LJWisniew@yahoo.com. 

Alliance Annual Meeting, Wednesday, June 6 
On June 6, we'll meet in the Hodas Family Hall for a catered lunch by Donna Hollis. Our speaker will be our own Lisa 
Crawford talking about her work as a Designer with the non-profit Humble Design of Pontiac and Detroit. The cost of 
the luncheon is $20. Please make reservations with Betty Blair (248) 852-9049 or contact the church office. 

Living by Heart Mondays in June 
This Monday night creativity group meets each Monday evening 7 - 9 in the Red Door facilitated by Penny Hackett-
Evans.  In June we will be working on visual journals… like written journals, except using images instead of words.  
NO ART EXPERIENCE necessary!  In fact, it might get in your way! Bring a largish blank journal and any art supplies 
you own and love — a few magazines for collaging — and an open heart! 

Meditation Wednesdays: June 6, 20, & 27 
NOT meeting June 13. Whether you are a beginner, have hit a plateau, or an experienced meditator looking to enhance 
your practice, Effortless Meditation has something for everyone. Primarily using the breath, we explore how to easily, 
effortlessly slip into meditation. Led by SKY Meditation teacher, Denise Everheart from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the classroom 
on the east side of the courtyard with the green door.  
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Rev. Patricia 
Shelden  

& 
Rev. Daniel Budd  

1

From Your Contract Co-Ministers 

Well, it is not quite “Goodbye” yet. We are still with you until the middle of August. And, 
there is still much work to do.  However, since so many people are busy outside of church 
during the summer we wanted to take this opportunity to say two things, “Thank You!” 
and “Congratulations!!” We could not possibly list everyone who has been so helpful and 
supportive this year without forgetting someone, so we will not even try. We will only say 
that your warmth and acceptance of us has made this one the most enjoyable years of our 
ministries. As to congratulating you, we must express our excitement for your (soon to be) 
new Parish Minister. We trust that she will find you as welcoming and gracious as you have 
been to us. We also trust that she will bring to you all the warmth, intelligence and 
professionalism we experienced in our conversation with her. You will have a great initial 
year with her. But, before you do…we look forward to sharing our last few months with you 
engaging in the work, challenges and enjoyment the summer brings. 

Daniel & Patricia 

2

Practical Training For Our Safety 
Earlier this year we had two presentations in the ALICE response to an armed intruder. ALICE is the program 
recommended by most police departments and adopted by many school systems as the best response to an armed 
intruder. On July 15, from noon – 2:00 p.m. Officer Furlong, will walk us through ALICE as an exercise for all who 
attend so they know exactly how to keep us as safe as possible in the event of an armed intruder. This information is 
necessary to anyone who teaches Sunday School, serves as a Worship Associate, Usher, Sunday School students and 
Youth, and any other interested member of our congregation or their friends or family. 

This will not be repeated this year. This program teaches immediate and useful measures we can all take to safeguard all 
of us. PLEASE plan on attending. Please mark your calendar for this vital training. Although you may attend without 
signing up, it is helpful if those of you who plan on attending, would do so, either by signing the list for ALICE training 
in the church office or by emailing Rev. Patricia at patricia.shelden@bucmi.org  

Children & Youth Summer Fun 
An invitation to all to join us for either a camping trip or just a "day at the beach" with fellow 
BUC families from Friday, June 22nd to Sunday June 24th at Groveland Oaks County Park. 

A few of us have gone camping in the summer for the past few years and have found it to be 
a wonderful, casual thing. We have a group campsite with a giant covered eating area, hot 
showers & flush toilets nearby, and lots of trees to provide shade ($29 a night in Group site 
#12). I own lots of extra tents & sleeping bags if anyone would like to borrow items. Please email me at 
eleanor.mcguire@bucmi.org or call me at 248-732-7179 with questions or if you would like to join us. Hope you can 
make it! 

Beginning June 17, Children’s RE will go to its summer schedule, offering multi-age programming during our 10:30 
a.m. service.  We offer Nursery for the littlest ones, a Preschool class and Kindergarten through Fifth grade class every 
Sunday.  Our summer theme is always “Great Books, Great Fun”, involving creative craft activities, games and 
wonderful stories.  BUC’s youth (6th grade-–High School) are welcome to join us or go into the Sanctuary for worship. 

Summer 
Religious 

 Education  
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+ Music at BUC 

May started with a bang when the Sound Messengers brought Kansas to BUC with a song of inspiration "Carry On, 
My Wayward Son" as the last Band Sunday of the church year. Rudolfs provided beautiful piano music for Mother's 
Day and then, the beloved community that is BUC showed up in full force on May 20 to envelope the Chalice Choir 
in a warm, fuzzy hug.  

Our BUC Chalice Choir worked diligently in the past few months, while simultaneously preparing regular service 
music, to craft and create a worship service which celebrated and commemorated "Music is Life." Worship began with 
the jubilant announcement of our Candidate for Ministry, Rev. Mandy Beal. The congregation burst into "Walkin' On 

Sunshine" led by the Sound Messengers, to celebrate the 
moment. The service then included several personal reflections 
from choir members and songs that illustrated various aspects of 
the journey of life. Some highlights were an opera chorus sung 
in Italian, rich poetry set to richly painted musical landscapes, 
experiencing the world of music that isn't prescribed in John 
Cage's 4'33"--a piece which asked all present to tune into the 
music surrounding us, however mundane and non-musical it 
seemed. Additionally, the One Hour Choir managed a high-
energy "Yonder Come Day" as part of the service. Several soloists 

sang special pieces, Rudolfs played beautiful accompaniment to several songs, hymns and a fine solo, and the Sound 
Messengers provided energized accompaniment for a few tunes along the way. Rev. Patricia, who is not physically able 
to sing regularly nowadays due to surgeries, gave us a gift of song and a reflection of her personal struggles with music's 
place in her life. The Men's Ensemble sang, Mike Auchter's contributions to music at BUC were acknowledged since 
he is moving away and the service ended with a spirited rendition of "I Got the Music in Me" with Kathy DuHame 
singing lead and the choir surrounding the congregation.  

We were sad that Joanne Copeland couldn't be with us because of emergency gall bladder surgery. 
We’re so pleased she bounced back quickly! Special “Thanks” to Jim Shettel, Amy Smalley, Lisa 
Crawford, Kym Worth, Eric Sargent and Jason MacDonald for stepping up to help the service 
run smoothly. Deepest thanks to each and every choir member for your time and commitment to 
rehearsing Wednesday nights, extra Saturday rehearsals, practicing at home and doing the deep 
introspection to reflect on your personal quest for meaning through music.  

Steve and I are excited about all of the possibilities for music and BUC coming our way. We 
would like to thank Revs. Patricia and Daniel for their presence at BUC during this intense interim year. We learned 
lots from them and feel prepared and hopeful for what lies ahead. We are really looking forward to meeting Rev. 
Mandy Beal and working with her to create further transformative worship with a rich variety of diverse, meaningful 
music for our beloved congregation. As capable pianist and Summer Music Leader Rudolfs Ozolins prepares to take 
the reins, the four Dearings have many summer adventures ahead including a trip to Portland for the annual Unitarian 
Universalist Musicians Network conference, lots of music camps, baseball and softball plus important church-music 
planning, music repertoire research, practice and family time. 

You might consider joining choir in the fall. We would love to have you be part of our BUC music family. Email 
abha.dearing@bucmi.org to find out about a couple fun CHOIR PARTIES this summer.  Music at BUC is rewarding 
and fun. Thank you for all the many ways you support the music program at BUC. 
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Service and Social Justice June 2018 
Resolution on Gun Violence 
On Sunday, May 20, 2018, BUC members voted 135 to 12 (92% in favor) to amend the BUC Constitution to permit 
the congregation to adopt a public social position, if it passes with a 75% majority vote. Once the Constitution vote 
passed, the congregation moved forward to vote on a Resolution on Gun Violence, which passed with a vote of 132 to 8 
(94%). How remarkable! Now let us begin the work of taking action on this resolution. 

As part of the Gun Violence Resolution, bringing our actions into alignment with our position, BUC will: 

1. Initiate a regional UU letter-writing campaign and arrange visits of BUC church members and friends to the 
offices of the U.S. and Michigan government representatives. 

2. Engage with the Michigan Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Network (MUUSJN) in building a coalition of 
faith communities to advance public policy to reduce gun violence 

3. Host educational programs, including forums for legislative candidates, which are consistent with this position 
statement. 

These action items and how we will move forward together as a congregation will be discussed at our next Service and 
Social Justice Team meeting on Tuesday, June 19th at 6:30 p.m. You are invited to join in the discussion! 

In the meantime, I invite you to come to a #WearOrange event on Saturday, June 2nd at 10:00 a.m. at Halmich Park in 
Warren, MI. Residents, survivors, business owners, students, elected leaders, teachers, community leaders, parents and 
kids in Oakland/Macomb Counties will join together to #WearOrange at our Family Party in the Park! We'll have live 
music from amazing local bands. We'll have fun children's field day events. Get tickets now: 
https://support.momsdemandaction.org/event/wear-orange-family-party-in-the-park-oakland-macomb/e181399 

In addition, BUC hosts Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense on the second Mondays of the month at 7:00 p.m. Their 
next meeting will be held here at BUC on Monday, June 11th in the sanctuary.  

Baldwin Summer Camp 2018 
The Baldwin Summer Camp is a six-week enrichment camp for Pontiac 
students entering grades 2nd through 8th. Due to our current financial 
situation and limitations on staff time, our relationship with Baldwin has 
changed. If you wish to adopt a camper, you can make a financial donation 
directly to the Baldwin Center at https://www.baldwincenter.org/donate/. 

Our relationship with Baldwin remains important for BUC in order for us to stay engaged with the Pontiac community. 
Therefore, we are inviting BUC friends and members to volunteer for the camp, which runs from mid-June to early 
August. To volunteer, contact Deanna Tocco from Baldwin at dtocco@baldwincenter.org. If you have questions or need 
more information, please contact Ben Gabel at ben.gabel@bucmi.org 

June Plate Collection Recipient – The Baldwin Center 

The plate recipient for the first summer period is the Baldwin Center of Pontiac, at which BUC members and friends 
have supported with volunteer time and money the past five summers. Any BUC member may nominate a local non-
profit service organization to be a plate recipient. Submit an application online at bucmi.org - click on "Social Justice" 
and then "Plate Collection Application." Or, contact Barbara Robinson at  248/320 - 8366 or brjdr8719@gmail.com to 
submit a paper application or discuss a potential organization. 
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The ReaDeal Big Band  
Featuring vocalist Joan Crawford  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fresh from its performance at Cliff Bell’s, Detroit’s preeminent 
jazz club, the ReaDeal Big Band is donating this big night of 
talent to Birmingham Unitarian Church. Come enjoy a wide 
range of Latin and swing tunes by many of America's finest jazz 
arrangers and composers, as pianist John Hammer adds a bit of 
background on each. The band also spotlights well-known 
Detroit vocalist Joan Crawford, who will delight all with tunes 
from the wildly popular Great American Songbook.   

  SUNDAY 
JUNE 24 
6-8PM at BUC 

 
EVERYONE 
WELCOME 
Bring your friends! 

TICKETS AT 
THE DOOR 
$25 sponsorship 
$15 general 
admission 
$5 students 

CONCERT 
FOLLOWED BY 
COMPLIMENTARY 
NOSHES 

OUR HOSTS 
John and Pat Hammer 

PERFORMANCE TO 
BENEFIT: 

 
Birmingham Unitarian 
Church 
38651 Woodward Ave. 
Bloomfield Hills 
248-647-2380 
  

 

“Hey there, you with the stars in your eyes…” 
Mark your calendar! 
 

 

Join Detroit jazz pianist John Hammer and the 16-
piece ReaDeal Band for a night of swinging sounds! 
 

 

BAND
D 
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